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THE KINGDOM IN YOU THROUGH UNION

A. Introduction: We’'re talking about why Jesus eato earth, what He accomplished through the Ceoss,
how we are to live in light of what He has dog#e’re going to continue our discussion in this ¢ess
1. If you want to walk in all the peace, joy andtory that God has for you in this life you miesrn to
see your life in terms of the big picture or twerall plan of God.
a. There is more going on than what we experigntge moment. This present life is just a tirytp
of our existence and we are only passing thrdabighife as it is. We’re part of a much bigger
plan that is in process and moving toward comteti
1. In eternity past God devised a plan to hafaraly of sons and daughters with whom He can
dwell and through whom He can express Hims#i foliness, power and love). He created
earth to be home for Himself and His familyhEjp4,5; Isa 45:18
2. He fashioned Adam and Eve and gave themrtiagege of beginning the process of bringing
the rest of the family into existence. Gen 1286
b. But God’s plan was taken off track. Adam (amah in Adam) chose independence from God
through sin. Because Adam was the head of theahuace and the first steward of earth, his
actions had a huge effect on both the race anddhith. Rom 5:12,19; Gen 3:17-19; Il Cor 4:4; etc.
1. In consequence of Adam’s disobedience aaiure was produced in men and women, earth
was infused with a curse of corruption and deartldl Satan became the God of this world.
2. This world is not as it should Benot as God created or intendédue to rebellion against
His rule as rightful King over all. It began widim angelic rebellion in eternity past and
spread to earth when Adam disobeyed God. Isa iM1Ezek 28:1-19; Luke 4:6
c. Jesus went to the Cross to pay the priceificscsit can be wiped out, opening the way for the
kingdom of God to be established in men andupinanen on earth. The word kingdom means
reign. Jesus came to bring the reign of Godreign of Heaven, to earth. Matt 4:17; Mark 1:15
d. The term kingdom of God has a number of d#ifiéimeanings in scripture because there are
different aspects to the reign or kingdom of God.
1. There is an unseen place called Heaven (Guiige) where believers in Jesus go when they
separate from their physical body at death1P4; | Kings 8:30; Heb 12:22,23; etc.
2. Atthe return of Jesus the invisible kingdfthe present Heaven) will come to earth and Jesus
will establish the visible, eternal kingdom ab@on earth. Dan 2:44; Rev 21,22; Rev 11:15
3. There is also a present aspect of the kingoloraign of God which is available in this life to
all who have put faith in Jesus. More aboat th a moment.
2. Not only must we understand the overall plaodl, we need to know that there is more to reality
than what we see with our eyes. God createdde#h and unseen thingsisible, physical, material
things and invisible, spiritual, immaterial thingol 1:16, Il Cor 4:18; | Tim 1:17
a. God, who is Invisible, presides over an ung@egdom of full power and provision. Not seen
doesn’t mean not real. It simply means we capeoteive it with our five senses.
1. Although this realm is not normally visibermen on earth, the Bible records numerous
examples where the heavens (or invisible dinmenpened permitting men to see the
unseen and experience its power. Il Kings 6:15t1Ke 2:13-15; Gen 28:10-15; etc.
2. This invisible realm can produce tangiblerdes and results in the visible, material world.
A. When Jesus proclaimed that the kingdom wasad He backed it up by demonstrating
the power of the kingdamhealing people and casting out devils. Matt 4:23-25
B. Jesus administered the power of the kingttbproduce visible results. Invisible power
healed bodies and minds, stopped storms antipired food. Matt 8:3; Mark 4:39; etc.
b. Adam (and man in Adam) was designed to live physical, material world. But he could freely
interact with the Invisible God and had accesthé unseen realm. Eden was God’s home or
Heaven expressed on earth. Access was closedriavhen Adam fell. Gen 2:15-25; 3:8; 3:22-24
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1. Jesus came out of the unseen realm (Johrb@;3813; etc.) and paid the price for sin to
restore access, to open this dimension to mea again (John 14:6; 10:9; etc.).
2. Jesus opened the way into God’s home (thsibte Heaven) for us at our death. But He also
opened access to the power and provision afitiseen kingdom of God for us in this life.

. In the past few lessons we referred to Paubfitstle. He too proclaimed and demonstrated tingdioim
(Acts 14:22; 19:8; 20:25; 28:23,31). Jesus patptaught Paul the message he preached (GallR11,
1. From Paul’s writings we learn that believerdé@sus are in the kingdom and the kingdom is in us.
a. To be in the kingdom means to be a citizeth@funseen kingdom of Heaven. Although we don’t
yet live there, it is our home, our protectionr source. We are authorized to access the jpoavis
and administer the power of the unseen kingdothigwworld as Jesus did. Phil 3:20; John 14:12
1. Eph 1:3--Blessed be God, the Father of oud Uesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing that heaven itegljoys (Norlie); every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly realm (Williams).
2. Spiritual blessings doesn’t mean unreal s leal than physical blessings. Spiritual means
invisible. The invisible can and will producsible, tangible results in us and our lives as we
learn how to access the kingdom to which we nelerm. (lessons for another day)
b. The kingdom in us is the reign of God in mdméarts through the new birth (Luke 17:20,21).

The kingdom in us refers to what happens wheearaon believes on Jesus and is born again. At the

new birth something comes into you that wastinete beforel something from the unseen realm.
2. God’s initial plan was that Adam (man in Adaga} from the tree of life and be united to  etetifal
(Gen 2:9). Eating from the tree was an expoessf submission to and dependence on God.
a. This union with life would produce transforioat God'’s created beings would become His
literal sons and daughters through partakindgneflife in Him. Eternal life is not “live forever
life”. It is the uncreated life in the being ob@&Himself. John 1:4; 5:26; 14:6
b. Adam and man in Adam chose independence fiferadd were instead united to death (Gen
2:17). Jesus went to the Cross to pay the foicein so it can removed and men and women can
be united to the uncreated life in God througbud (eternal life) as planned.
1. Eph 1:4--For he chose us in our union withi€thefore the creation of the universe, that we
might be holy and blameless in his sight, livin the spirit of love. (20 Cent)
2. Il Tim 1:1--Paul, an apostle of Christ Jebyghe will of God, in accordance with the promise
of life that comes though union with Christ JeqWVilliams)
c. Itwas and is God's intention that men and worbhecome literal, actual sons and daughters by
becoming partakers of His life, His being, Hisuta. We don’t become God; we are born of Him.
1. Jesus said that entrance into the kingdonmesdhrough new birth (John 3:3,5). Born again
literally means born from above. This Greekdvisrused for whatever is heavenly or from
Heaven (John 3:31; 19:11; James 1:17; 3:17)thdnew birth something from the invisible,
unseen dimension comes into the unseen part of us
2. Human beings are dead because of our sinla@éhe uncreated eternal life of God in our
being. Paul wrote that God saves men fromdbinglition by regenerating us. Titus 3.5
A. To regenerate means to give new life tonefv creature in Christ (Il Cor 5:17) is not
someone who never existed before, but someoonehad been made new (KAINOS).
The Greek word means new as to form or qualitg different nature from what is
contrasted as old; better. Our spirit, our innestibeing, is regenerated by the new birth.
B. This word is used in one other place inNlesv Testament in reference to what God is
going to do to the earth (the home He madéifsifamily) when Jesus comes again. It
will be regenerated, the curse of corruption dedth driven out by life. Matt 19:28--
When the world is born anew (Rieu); in the Messiaabirth of the world (Amp).
d. Jesus alluded to this union between Himsalftalievers in John 3:16The one who believes on
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Me believes “into” Me (in the Greek), and Jorn5L] | am the vine, you are the branches.
Whoever remains in union with me and | in uniathvhim will bear abundant fruit (Williams).
3. To Paul was given the full revelation of whappens when a person acknowledges Jesus as Savior
and Lord. Every believer is brought into a livimgion with the life in God through Jesus.
a. Acts 9:4--This was the first revelation Padeived from the Lord. When Jesus appeared to Paul
(Saul) on the road to Damascus He referredddétievers whom Paul was persecuting as “Me”.
1. Paul later wrote that he was commissionethbyord to preach this previously unrevealed
aspect of God’s plan for m@runion with the life in Him through Jesus. Col 1.25B-
2. v27--For this revelation means nothing l&ésstl ‘Christ in union with you, your hope of
glory’ (20" Cent).
b. This is an organic union. Webster’s dictigndefines organic as: an integral element of alevho
(as opposed to vegetables and fruit in the predusle that cost more and have bugs because no
pesticides have been sprayed on them). Thisdalavital union. Paul used the examples of head
and body and husband and wife to illustrate uaiath shared life between Jesus and believers.
1. Eph 1:22,23--(the Church) which is His baitiyg fullness of Him Who fills all in &ll for in
that body lives the full measure of Him Who makeerything complete and Who fills
everything everywhere [with Himself]. (Amp)
2. Eph 5:31,32--For this reason a man shallddas father and his mother and shall be joined to
his wife, and the two shall become one fleshisystery is very great, but | speak
concerning [the relation of] Christ and the clur@mp)
4. Salvation is transformation and supernatughners are turned into holy righteous sons of Bpthe
power of an unseen dimension. We become partaketernal life, the uncreated life in God.
a. The entrance of that life into our innermoshgeroduces tremendous changes. Union with
Christ (receiving eternal life) produces a natthiange. Rom 5:19
1. Paul’'s writings make clear: YMWERE a sinner. Now yo&RE a holy, righteous son. Note
how Paul addressed the believers in the chaadtéd in the city of Corinth. | Cor 6:9-11
2. They had lots of problems: strife and dwis, abuse of spiritual gifts, tolerated immorality
drunk and gluttonous at communion. He told thérhat’s not what you are any more.
You're washed (cleansed), sanctified (set dpaiGod), justified (rendered just or innocent).
b. The new birth does not directly affect our dgiemotions and body. But God wants to work in us
and through us by His life to establish His neiig our soul and body. (lessons for another day)
1. Peace and joy is God reigning in your mind amotions. Health is God reigning in your
body. Victory over sin is God reigning in ydiesh. The kingdom in you through union!
2. At the new birth a process begins that wilmately make us like Jesus in every part of our
being (lessons for another day). Rom 8:29,30
c. The condition of your spirit is the basis ofly identity. Your spirit fills your body. The ahged
part of you is bigger than the unchanged patisnsider what else Paul wrote to this church.
1. 1l Cor 5:21--Him who never knew sin God madde sin on our behalf; so that we through
union with him, might become the Righteousndsaarl. (20" Cent)
2. | Cor 1:30,31--But you, by your union with 1@ Jesus belong to God; and Christ, by God’s
will, became not only our Wisdom, but also ougtReousness, Holiness, and Deliverance.
(20" Cent)
d. When you know what you are and learn to virakke light of it, it will change what you do. #Ha
in his letter of correction, argued against fcation (sex with someone you’re not married ta3 th
way: Why would you join a part of Christ to artot? | Cor 6:15-20
1. v15--Do you not know that your bodies argaf Christ Himself (Williams); Have you not
realized that your bodies are integral part€lufist himself? (Phillips)
2. v17--But the man who is in union with the dlas spiritually one with Him (Williams)
5. God now wants to work in us and through usheykingdom within (this union with Christ). Paul
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knew that he had Jesus by His life working in #imdugh him and wanted Christians to know it too.
Consider what he taught and how he prayed foebels.

a. Col 1:28,29--We are proclaiming Him, warningigone and teaching everyone with ample
wisdom, in order to present to God everyoraure through union with Christ. For this | am

toiling and struggling bydis active ener gy which is mightily working in me. (Williams)

b. Eph 3:20--Now to Him Who, by (in consequenf)etioe [action of His] power that isat work
within us, is able to [carry out His purpose and] do supendantly, far over and above all that

we [dare] ask or thifnk (Amp).

c. Phil 2:13--[Not in your own strength] faris God Who is all the while effectually at work in

youl energizing and creating in you the power and desbeth to will and to work for His good

pleasure and satisfaction and delight. (Amp)

d. Phil 4:7--Thenthrough your union with Christ Jesus, the peace of God, that surpasses all
human thoughtyill keep guard over your hearts and thoughts. (Williams)

e. Phil 4:13--1 have strength for all thingsChrist Who empowers nmie | am ready for anything

and equal to anything through HWiho infusesinner strength into me. (Amp)

f. Eph 3:16--May He grant you out of the richaisary of His glory to be strengthened and reinfdrce

with mighty power in theinner man by the (Holy) Spirit [Himself]O indwelling your inner

most being and per sonality. (Amp)

g. Eph 1:19,20--And [so that you can know andeaustind] what is the immeasurable and unlimited
and surpassing greatness$Ho$ power in and for uswho believe, as demonstrated in the working
of His mighty strength, which He exerted in Chvidien He raised Him from the dead. (Amp)

. Conclusion: God by His life in working in yolarough union with Christ. The kingdom is in yolitue
transformation has occurred in your innermost ¢peiGod desires that this inward change show ughen
outside. Fruit is outward evidence of the lifehin. Consider these points as we close.

1.

2.

There is real power on the inside of you, tbegr of the unseen kingdom of God. The power isf th
kingdom is activated by faith. Faith is basedyoar perception of reality.
a. Your view of reality has to be consistent with way things really are. Take time to thinkatbo

the things we are discussing. Go over the geggeen in these outlines.
b. Col 3:1,2; Il Cor 4:18--Make yourself thinkali unseen realities. Our minds automatically
gravitate to what we see and feel. You havetmteract that tendency until the thought and
awareness of unseen power in you becomes marmatic.
Eph 1:19,20--Ask God to help you know and ust#erd the exceeding greatness of His power in you.
We waste time asking God to give us what we dirdémve in us through union with Christ, through

the kingdom in us. Thank God for what you havgaao] power and life. More next week!



