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PRAY THAT YOU MAY KNOW

A. Introduction: We are talking about how to depektrong, effective faith through knowing somengs
about the kingdom.

1.

The phrase “kingdom of God” is used severalsnayscripture. It sometimes refers to a plackedal
heaven where those who know Christ go when tley @he kingdom sometimes refers to the visible
kingdom Jesus will establish on this earth at$#sond coming.

a. We are talking about another aspect of thgdom of God -- the kingdom within. Luke 17:20,21

1. The word kingdom means reign. The kingdor®od is the reign of God. God wants to
reign in us and through us.

2. God made men in such a way that He can indwednd then express or demonstrate Himself
in and through us. God wants to reign in wsthnough us.

b. Jesus came to earth the first time and wetlte@ross to pay for our sin so it could be rendpve
opening the way for God to come into us to rergand through us.

1. Once our sin was removed God could bring ushhisokingdom -- take us out from under the
reign or dominion of sin, Satan, and death, andgauis into the reign of light and life.
Through the new birth we are now citizens of a @mm where life reigns. Col 1:13; Phil
3:20

2. Once our sin was removed God could bringkthgdom into us. Through the new birth God
Himself comes into us by His life, eternal life

Jesus came to earth to die for our sins, lmuthiiree and a half years of His public earth mipisefore
He went to the Cross served a number of sigmfiparposes -- one of which was to prepare men to
accept and receive what He was going to do fahrmigh His death, burial, and resurrection.

a. When Jesus began His earth ministry His instlic words were: Repent, “Let your hearts be

turned from sin” (Basic), for “the Reign of Gdnear” (Moffatt). Matt 4:17

b. Not only did Jesus preach the coming kingdomeign of God, He demonstrated the reign of God
by healing the sick and casting out devils. Ma2B,24--Gospel of the Reign. (Moffatt)

c. When Jesus sent His twelve disciples outéagit He authorized them to heal the sick and cast
out devils and sent them out to proclaim His sage that the “Reign of Heaven is near”.

(Moffatt)--Matt 10:1,7,8

1. He told them to demonstrate the reign of Gpthiealing the sick, casting out devils, and
raising the dead. The proof that the reigofl was near was the healing of men’s bodies.

2. Luke 10:9--Heal those in the town who areailid tell them, ‘The Reign of God is nearly on
you.’” (Moffatt)

The kingdom or reign of God in us and throughsusupposed to produce visible, tangible resuits.
this lesson we want to continue our discussiomost that happens.

B. The apostle Paul was also commissioned by lequeach the kingdom or the reign of God. Acts
28:23,31

1.

Jesus personally appeared to Paul on the coddrmascus -- the first of a number of such appeasa

-- and personally taught Paul the gospel whicpreached. Acts 9:1-9; Acts 26:16; Gal 1:11,12; etc

a. Paul received great revelation from Jesuswakegiven the privilege of revealing mysteries or
aspects of the plans and purposes of God wtadmot yet been revealed to men.

b. All of these mysteries are various aspectsdasgper revelations of the gospel of the kingdom or
the reign of God. Rom 16:25; | Cor 15:51; Ep®; B:3; Col 1:27; etc. (another lesson)

In Acts 19 Paul went to the city of Ephesusaghed the gospel to them, and establishing althurc

there. Paul stayed in Ephesus for a total @elyears, teaching them daily for at least twdnosé

years. Acts 19:8-10; 20:31



3.

a.
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Everything Paul taught, he taught so that theyld have a part in the kingdom -- heaven when
they die, the millennial kingdom Jesus will gptwhen He comes again, and the reign of God
through His people -- now in this life.
He desired that men and women (sons of Godjdwemonstrate outwardly what has happened
on the inside -- God reigning in us (our heartgds, and bodies), God reigning through us
destroying the works of the devil in the livesund us. (A whole lesson for another night.)
Several years later, while in prison in RoPauyl wrote an epistle to the church at Ephesug Th
things Paul wrote would have been said in theeod of what Paul had already spent three years
teaching the Ephesians.

In the epistle to the Ephesians Paul said thalady prayed for them, telling them what he picjer
them. We can presume two important points ahsuprayers for them. Eph 1:16-20

a.

b.

Most of his prayer is that they would know sdhiags. From what Paul prayed we find out what
he considered critical for them to know if they wegoing to walk in the power of the kingdom.
He wasn’t praying to be religious. Thesetdody Spirit inspired prayers which were meant to
produce definite results. By looking at thessyprs we can get insight for our discussion.

C. Paul began his prayer by praying that God wgutd them wisdom and revelation and that He would
enlighten the eyes of their understanding. Ireofdr the information Paul had shared with the égiins
to have maximum impact on the people they hagéoseme things by revelation from God.

They had become citizens of an invisible kingdaf full power and provision. But, it is an inlte,

immaterial, or spiritual kingdom.

1.

a.

Spiritual does not mean not real. It meawsiile. It means the kingdom of God is beyond the

perceptive abilities of our five physical sense.

1. God meets all of our need -- spiritual anggital -- by giving us the invisible, spiritual
provisions of the kingdom. The spiritual canguce tangible results in our lives. Eph 1:3

2. The blessings and provision of the kingdomacessed by faith. The kind of faith that

receives the tangible, visible provisions of kiegdom understands that invisible “things” are
as real as “visible” things and believes whatiGays about them without any physical
evidence despite what it sees -- and does avémw

Paul knew the unseen was real. Paul saw desosrous times (Acts 18:9,10; 22:18,21; 23:11).

He was taken up to the third heaven (Il Cor #:2When he talked about being absent from the

body and present with the Lord he knew what ke talking about (Il Cor 5:8). He knew the

family of God in heaven and earth was real (Ei®B8 He saw angels (Acts 27:23).

C.

When he said, “We walk by faith, not sight’Qlor 5:7), he knew what he was talking about.

Faith begins with knowledge of God -- knowinganHe is and what He has done, is doing, and will d
for us (Il Pet 1:2-4) so Paul prayed that hisvests would have increased knowledge of God.

a.

Eph 1:17,18--[For | always pray] the God of bard Jesus Christ, the Father of Glory, that He

may grant you a spirit of wisdom and revelatioof insight into mysteries and secrets -- in the

[deep and intimate] knowledge of Him, By havihg eyes of your heart flooded with light so that

you can know and understand ... (Amp)

Paul had already preached Christ to themgcpeshthe kingdom to them, but he prayed that they

would have revelation on and deeper understgrmfithe words he had taught them.

1. Paul prays that they would have wisdom ardlagion in the knowledge of God and have the
eyes of their understanding opened in threeiSpareas.

2. He prayed that they would know the hope df ¢#illing, the riches of His inheritance in the
saints, and the exceeding greatness of His pmaand in us who believe. Eph 1:18-20

Paul’s prayer deals with specific things thakenas weak in faith: We believe God won'’t help us

because of our sin and we don’t know understand God/works even if He did decide to help

us.



D.
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If you are going to walk in the kind of faithathaccesses the invisible power and provision @kthgdom
in a way that produces tangible results you mastkthe hope of His calling (His plan for you), thehes
of the glory of his inheritance in the saints (Ha has given us through Christ), and the excegedin
greatness of His power (how He carries out Hispla
1. Paul prays that Christians would know the hdp@ad’s calling. That is a reference to God'’s pilan
man, God’s plan for each of us. It is a refereiocine “big picture”. What is the “big picture”?

a. Eph 1:4,5--Long ago, even before he made tr&lwGod chose us to be his very own through
what Christ would do for us; he decided themtike us holy in his eyes, without a single fault --
we who stand before him covered in his loves tthichanging plan has always been to adopt us
into his own family by sending Jesus to dieusr And he did this because he wanted to! (Living
Bible). Remember, to adopt means to place ak sons.

b. In Rom 8:29,30 Paul wrote that God has calkedto His plan for us, a plan conceived in etgrni
past -- that He would make us sons like Jesus.

2. Jesus is the pattern for God’s family. Wh#suks was on earth He showed us what sons of God are
supposed to look like -- how they live, how tleey, how they relate to and express their Father.

a. Jesus is God become a man without ceasing @old. While on earth he did not live as God, He
lived as a man dependent on the Father.

1. When Jesus took on flesh He was given etdéifaathe life of the Father, in His human spirit
(John 5:26). Jesus, as a man, lived by teeofithe Father in Him (John 6:57).

2. The Father was able to express or show Hfrttselugh Jesus because Jesus spoke the words
of the Father and did the works of the Fathethie power of the Father in Him. John 14:9,10

b. That life, the life that Jesus lived by (etdriife, the life of the Father) comes into us whenare
born again, when the kingdom comes into us.

1. Jesus said in John 14:20--At that time [&fterresurrection] you will know that I am in union
with my Father, and you are in union with M@ dmn union with you. (Williams)

2. The new birth begins a process that, thrdbgleffect of eternal life in us, will ultimately
make us like Jesus in every part of our being.

3. To walk in strong faith you must first understadhe hope of His calling -- so that you may knehat

is the hope which His call to you inspires (Wewth). Inspires you to what?
a. We struggle with: Will God help me? Why waide help someone like me? But, the very
nature of the plan of God, the hope to which veecalled, shows us that He will help us.
1. In order to carry out His plan God had tolagth our sin Himself through His sacrifice on
the Cross so that He could justify or acquibysemoving our sin so He could indwell us, so
He could unite Himself with us, so He could @imto us to reign.
2. The lengths to which God went to obtain Himily shows clearly that He is for you. He did
not withhold His Son from you and will withhotathing from you now. Rom 8:31,32
b. There’s more to life than just this life. Nwtter what you are looking at or dealing withs it’
temporary and subject to change by the poweraaf. G
1. No one, including Paul, is in heaven nowmgyabout the hardships they faced in this life.
Having an eternal perspective, knowing the hopghich you are called, helps lighten the
load of this life and helps you look past what see with your physical eyes. Il Cor 4:17
2. The most important issue of life is not where ymrk, who you marry, or what your ministry
is supposed to be. The most important goal ofiteurs conformity to the image of Christ.
3. Paul himself pressed toward the mark for theepoif the high calling of God in Christ, that
purpose for which God had laid hold of him -- canfiity to the image of Christ. Phil 3:12-14

4. Paul prayed that Christians would know theeagcbf the glory of God'’s inheritance in the saints.

a. One of the word pictures God uses to helpas™the unseen is that of heirs with an inherganc
Because we are in the kingdom and the kingdamus we are now heirs of God who have an
inheritance. Eph 1:11; Rom 8:15-17; Gal 4:6,@8t €12; etc.
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1. Both words -- heir and inheritance -- conpegsent tense realities, something we have now.
Through using the word picture of heirs whodan inheritance God is conveying to us the
idea that there are some things we are andlbecause we are sons of God.

2. One reason our faith is weak is that we areigoally asking God to give us what He has
already given. lItisn’t a case of getting Him teey It is a case of learning to walk in the
light of what we already have and access the pimvisf the kingdom.

b. Rom 8:17--We are joint heirs (joint possessaith Jesus who is the pattern for the family.

1. Our inheritance includes everything that \aeehin Christ -- through our union with Christ.
2. Ourinheritance is everything Jesus, asm@ mad when He lived on this earth as a man

dependent on the life of the Father in Hiraceess to the Father, protection, provision,
authority and power over the works of the devi

3. Ourinheritance is made up of invisible arifymal realities which can produce physical,
tangible changes in us and in our lives --ultofaith.

c. When Paul uses the word inheritance in hisings it has a double meaning in several places. |
includes the idea that we have an inheritané&ad and that He has an inheritance in us. The
basic Greek word for both words means a lohaaes or a portion -- a possession.

1. Eph 1:11--In Him we also were made [God'sjthge (portion) and we obtained an
inheritance... (Amp); | say ‘in the Christ’, byiounion with whom we also became God’s
own possession...(2@Cent).

2. Through the Cross and the new birth we haosime God’s own possession, purchased with
His blood. We are a purchased people. We pesat value to God. | Pet 2:9; 1:19; | Cor
6:20; Acts 20:28

5. Lastly, Paul prayed that Christians would krtbesexceeding greatness of God’s power for angin u
who believe. Eph 1:19--And [so that you can kraowd understand] what is the immeasurable and
unlimited and surpassing greatness of His powand for us who believe as demonstrated in the
working of His mighty strength...(Amp).

a. Even if you understand the hope to which yeucalled and even if you know you have an
inheritance, if you do not understand how Godksdo bring tangible results in your life you will
be weak in faith. God works according to thevgoin us.

b. God does not send down help or strength argoernjoy or healing to us from heaven. He has
already sent it by giving us His life, His Spiby uniting Himself to us.

1. God works in us, according to the power in He does not work from the outside in, He
works from the inside out. Eph 1:19; 3:16,26i R:13; Heb 13:21; etc.

2. That power is resurrection power. It is plogver, the life, which triumphed over death in all
its forms in the resurrection of Jesus ChEgth 1:20

E. Conclusion: If Paul was led to pray these prajer people whom he had personally instructedtoee
years, how much more do we need to pray thesepmdgr ourselves. Pray that God will give you
revelation of His word and enlighten the eyesairyunderstanding of His word so that you can léarn
demonstrate the reign of God in your life!



