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PLEASE READ THE BIBLE

Introduction: We are taking a few weeks to dsxthe Second Coming of Jesus. His return isarehwe
need accurate knowledge from the Word of God tp he navigate through the months and years ahead.

1.

| want to give you a framework with which tsass what you hear about His return. | want te giv

you information that will help you deal with feand confusion and protect you against deception.

2.

a. Jesus warned that a hallmark of the periadog®re His return will be religious deception (f#a
24:4,5,11,24). To be deceived means to bebele® Lies can undermine your faith and make
you ineffective. Lies can influence you to tlem where you embrace heresy. We need the truth
of God’s Word.
b. Perilous times are coming on the earth (Il Bit+5). Jesus said that men’s hearts will fahth
for fear but that His followers are to be elategbyous expectation (Look up! Luke 21:28).
1. It's not what you see it's how you see wha gee. You can’t be elated in joyous expectation
unless you know how to look at things. You mkrsiw how to look at what is happening in
the world in terms of what God’s Word says.
2. There are many voices saying lots of thingsuathe Lord’s return, some accurate, some not.
You must know how to judge what you hear inltglet of the Bible. The greatest gift you
can give yourself is to read the New Testamenatuidh, cover to cover, over and over.
3. Here’s the test for any teaching you heauabhay subject. If your only source of information
was the new Testament, would you ever concladewhat you just heard is accurate?
Confusion and fear concerning the return oide®mes from not understanding what Jesus’ réturn
all about (the big picture) as well as from latkunderstanding of how to read the Bible whichdeto

misapplying or misinterpreting scripture. We wamaddress both issues in this lesson.

B. This is the big picture: The return of Jesusaah will mark the completion of God’s plan ofleenption.

1.

God created men and women to become His lisewrad and daughters through faith in Christ. He
made the earth to be home for Himself and Hislfafaph 1:4,5; Isa 45:18
a. God’'s plan seemed thwarted when the first oherse independence from Him. Adam was
enticed to join Satan in rebellion against ti@&neator and rightful King of this world. Gen 3:1-6
b. As the head of the human race and first s@wathe earth, Adam took the whole race and the
earth into sin, corruption and death and gaveuilority in the earth over to Satan. Gen 3:17-19;
Rom 5:12-19; Luke 4:6; Il Cor 4:4; John 12:3L, et
c. But God immediately began to unveil His plamealemption, His plan to deliver men and women
and the earth itself from this pitiful conditiand still have a family on a perfect earth formitg.
1. Following that original sin, God made Hissfipromise of the coming of the Redeemer as He
marked out the line through which Jesus woolae into this world. Gen 3:15
2. God instructed men to begin to make a reobidis plan of redemption, His plan to deliver
mankind and the earth from bondage to sin, Satanuption and death.
God gradually revealed increasing aspects ®fhin, foreshadowing and picturing what the coming
Redeemer would be like and the work He would @be Bible is the record of that plan.
a. As the years passed, God set apart the pgaple through whom the Redeemer would come
(Abraham’s descendants, the Jews) then a tritenathat group (Judah), and finally a family
from that tribe (David’s). Gen 12:3; Gen 49:18;89:35
1. The Old Testament is mainly the history o&és (the nation founded by Abraham’s
descendents) because they are the people drammh whom the Redeemer came.
2. The Bible is redemptive history. It recohdstory directly related to the carrying out osHi
plan of redemption. That’s the reason only Nidd8ast countries are mentioned. That region
is where the people group through which Jesosedato this world developed into a nation.
b. The Bible tells the story of God’s desire ddiamily and the lengths to which He has gone to
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obtain His family through Jesus. Everythingtindds to or advances the story of redemption.
1. The prophets who wrote about the coming $Bedeemer) in the Old Testament did not see
clearly that there would be two comings of Redeemer separated by two millennia. Isa 9:6
2. But they knew He was coming to reclaim theheand establish His visible, eternal kingdom
of righteousness and peace on this earth. B 2:27; etc.
A. Jesus came to earth the first time to paypitice for sin so it could be removed and men
and women could become sons of God throughhumith Christ. Heb 9:28; Gal 4:4-6
B. He’ll come again to complete the plan ofemgbtion by cleansing the world of all sin,
corruption and death and establishing His leskingdom on earth. Rev 11:15,18; Isa 9:7
3. Everybody wants to talk about the Antichaistl the mark of the beast or argue about when
the rapture and tribulation will take place. tBau cannot rightly interpret scriptures
pertaining to these topics unless you have a diederstanding of the big picture.

3. We must realize that many more people areasted in Jesus’ coming than just we who are aloxe. n
a. All who have ever put faith in God and the kvof the Redeemer have a stake in Jesus’ return.
Multitudes of people currently in Heaven are dingithe return of Jesus because they will come
with Him to live is His eternal kingdom on thiaréh, cleansed and renewed.

1. | Pet 1:10-12--This salvation was somethirgggrophets wanted to know more about. They
prophesied about this gracious salvation prepfmeyou, even though they had many
guestions as to what it all could mean...They welet that these things would not happen

during their lifetime, but many years later...(NLT)

2. Heb 11:39,40--All of these people we havetoeed received God’s approval because of
their faith, yet none of them received all tGatd had promised. For God had far better things
in mind for us that would also benefit them, tloey can’t receive the prize at the end of the

race until we finish the race. (NLT)

b. Consider several examples of people who largdtidied centuries ago. Although they did not

have all the details about the plan, they knesy'thbe back to live on earth in God’s kingdom.
1. Adam, whose actions damage the world, redetive first promise of the Redeemer. Gen 3:15
2. Enoch, seventh generation from Adam, progukessi the time of Adam of the coming of the
Lord to earth to make things right. He and Adaithbe two of the saints who return with

Jesus. Gen 5:21-24; Jude 14,15
3. Noah, tenth generation from Adam, built anatrthe Lord’s command through which he and

his family survived a worldwide flood. Noahiame means rest, picturing the rest the Seed

will bring. His ark pictured Jesus as our afkafety, protecting from judgment of sin.

Noah'’s return to live on earth pictured a retuwrearth cleansed of sin. Gen 6; 1l Pet ;5,6
4. Job, who lived at the time of Abraham, Isaad Jacob knew he’d one day return to live again
on earth with his Redeemer in his body raisethfthe grave. Job 19:25,26
5. Joseph was sold into Egyptian slavery bydakus brothers. When he died in Egypt he
instructed his descendants to take his bondstivem when they returned to Canaan. He

knew he’d one day live on earth again and watitedirst spot on which he will stand to be

the land of his birth. Gen 50:24,25

6. Moses and Elijah briefly stepped out of Heatgediscuss with Jesus His upcoming
crucifixion. They were and are fully aware tlaplan was unfolding. It will culminate with
the Lord’s return. Luke 9:31

c. We must never lose sight of what the Secomdi@g is all about: the return of the Rightful King
to establish His kingdom on as God comes towita His entire redeemed family. Rev 21,22

4. That leads to our next point. The Bible is a@bllection of unrelated verses. It is a coltecof
sixty-six books and letters, all of which pert&arthe story of redemption. They all fit that riie

a. Everything in the Bible was written by sometmsomeone about something. We must consider
those things in order to properly interpret esee The scriptures cannot mean something toaits th
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it would not have meant to the original heasard readers.
b. We gave the example last week of the Shemy#taln, a teaching that has swept through the Body
of Christ -- the idea that every seventh year #hemittah and it brings cursing or blessing
depending on our actions, particularly in regarthe nation of Israel.
1. Last week we discussed how it is a misapiplinaof the concept of a Sabbath Year from the
Old Testament (Lev 24:4,5; Deut 15:1,2,9). ®hginal readers would never have gotten
from that passage the teaching that has beerlgr@ad in recent months.
2. Additionally, there is nothing about the Sthiggh in the New Testament, the portion of the
Bible written to describe what Jesus accomptigsheough His death, burial, and resurrection,
what His followers must believe, and how we aradt. Col 2:16,17
c. This is an example of proof texting, where gome to the Bible with a preconceived idea and
find verse that supports your presuppositionreHg example.
1. 1l Pet 3:9 says that God is not willing thaty should perish. Therefore all people will
ultimately be saved no matter what they beli@veow they live.
2. But that interpretation can’t be right be@iisontradicts numerous other scriptures that
make it clear all who reject Jesus will perish.

C. Much confusion is coming from misunderstandimg tole of Israel in God’s plan. Prominent Chaisti
ministers are declaring that for a Christian, oheur greatest duties before God is love for am@ ©f the
nation of Israel. They cite Gen 12:3 where Gog d4¢e’ll bless those who bless Israel and curssetlwho
curse it. But that verse does not mean whatsitrtharphed into in Zicentury American Christianity.

1.

2.

Gen 12:1-3--God made this statement to Abralvaen He called him to leave his father’s house and
travel to Canaan. God set Abraham and His delsces apart as the people group through whom the
Redeemer would come: In thee shall all natidrte@world be blessed (Gal 3:8).
a. Bless means to bless, kneel, salute or gf@atse means to inflict with a curse. There aleast
five other Hebrew words with the same generadmrgy. But this word in a more specific sense
means to bind with a spell, to hem in with oblescor render powerless to resist.
1. We aren’t going to discuss the whole incideBait in Num 24:9 we find a statement about
blessing and cursing Israel which helps us wstded the meaning of the word in Gen 12.
When the adult children of the generation cdésthat refused to enter Canaan were on their

way from their wilderness wanderings back to #rel| the King of Moab, Balak, hired the
prophet Balaam to curse Israel so that they wbaldnmobilized and made powerless and he
could defeat them before they conquered his kingddum 22:6

3. Balaam didn’'t do it. But the meaning of txerd is clear: Immobilize them somehow.
b. When God spoke to Abraham he was an old mémnei heirs who was being directed into a
foreign land with many formidable enemies. len@2:3 God was promising him that nothing (no
one) can stop you from growing into a great matfwough which the Redeemer will come.
1. When Abraham’s descendants came out of fondited years of slavery in Egypt God told
them: My Angel (the Angel of the Lord, Preingare Jesus) will go before you and bring you
into the land. No enemy shall be able to stgminst you (Ex 23:20-23).
2. When we read their story we see that evargtthat came against them to thwart God’s
promise to Abraham was overcome by the pow&auf. The verse has nothing to with: If
America’s Congress doesn’t pass an agreementdbheoto Israel you all are going to get it.
c. If you can’t be blessed unless you suppodelsiwhat did everyone do from 70 A.D. when it
ceased to exist as a nation until 1948 when & rgastablished? No one be could be blessed?
Let me clearly state: As America’s ally andhdellow democracy, | believe it is right for our
country to support them. But we've taken thateavay too far.
There is great misunderstanding of what it re¢hat the Jews are God’s chosen people. They were
chosen as the people group through whom the Reztegould come.
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a. They were entrusted with compiling and rec@od’s written record, the scriptures. Rom 3:2
b. Rom 9:4,5--They are Israelites, and to thelorigeGod’s adoption [as a nation] and the glorious
(Shekinah) Presence. With them were the specianants made, to them was the Law given. To
them [the temple] worship was revealed and [Godia] promises announced. To them belong
the Patriarchs, and as far as His natural deseasmtoncerned from them is the Christ. (Amp)
c. When God delivered Israel from Egypt He méhwiloses on Mount Sinai and said: If you obey
me and keep my covenant you will be a pecukapte (purchased possession) to Me. Ex 19:4-6
1. They are not called God’s chosen peopleerNbw Testament. The New Testament calls the
Church God’s chosen people
2. Peter (a Jew), under the inspiration of tloéy/kspirit, applied Ex 19:5 to the Church. |1 P& 2
--but you are God’s “chosen generation”, hisyaigpriesthood”, his “holy nation”, His
“peculiar people all the old titles of God’s people now belong taiydt is for you now to
demonstrate the goodness of him who has calladybof darkness into his amazing light.
(Phillips). v10--Now you are the people of God.
d. They were not (are not) the end game. Thegaeneans to an end. The prophets make it clear
that Israel, as a nation, has a future whensJeturns to earth. Paul stated that even thosrglell
as a group rejected their Messiah God has notdalveed them (Rom 9-11). What all this will
entail is not fully stated in scripture. It wile clear when it happens. We shouldn’t make the
Bible say more than it says.
3. In parts of the Church today there is an empl@asgoing back to the Jewish roots insisting that
Christians celebrate Jewish feasts, wear prayewishand pray Old Testament prayers in Hebrew.
a. Eph 2:11-17--Jesus didn’t die to make everylavesh. He died to make one new man out of
both Jew and Gentile. His genealogy combinesalehGentile (Rahab and Ruth). Luke 3
b. Col 3:11--There is nothing but Christ in ariyuse (Knox); In this new man of God’s design there
is no distinction between Greek and Hebrew, de@entile, foreigner or savage, slave or free
man. Christ is all that matters for Christ linieghem all. (Phillips)
c. Col 2:16,17--Let no one sit in judgment on yowmatters of food and drink or with regard to a
feast day or a new moon or a Sabbath (Amp). dt@ags are only the shadow of what is to
come, the substance is in the Christ (Phillips).
d. 1Cor 11:4--Jewish law said: A man should ienself when he prays to show that he is ashamed
before God and unworthy with open face to belmatal Paul said this was inappropriate for a
new covenant believer.

. Conclusion: We have more to say but considertbnught. The greatest gift you can give yoursetid
become a consistent reader of the New Testantewill give you a framework by which to assess wha
you hear. All of these various conflicting vacare only going to increase in the days ahead.



