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THIS IS NOT SCIENCE FICTION

A.    Introduction:  For a number of weeks we have been talking about the wrath of God and the fact that 
 Christians do not have to fear God’s wrath.  The wrath of God for our sins was poured out on Jesus at the 
 Cross.  There is no more wrath for those who have received Jesus. Rom 5:9; I Thess 1:10; 5:9 
 1. The phrase “wrath of God” is used in connection with the future fate of all who reject Jesus Christ and   
 His sacrifice at the Cross and with the Second Coming of Jesus. John 3:36; II Thess 1:7-9 
 a.    When Jesus comes back to earth He will carry out or execute the righteous penalty for sin on all      
 who have not received the work of the Cross. 
 b. The righteous penalty for sin is eternal separation from God, first in hell and then, ultimately, in      
 the lake of fire or the second death (Rev 20:14,15).  That is the fate of all who reject Jesus Christ.   
 That is the wrath of God. 
 c.    There is coming a day of judgment in the earth, not a literal twenty-four hour Judgment Day, but     
 rather a time of judgment connected with the Second Coming.  Judgment comes from a word that   
 means justice.  Justice is about making things right.  Jesus is coming back to make things right. 
 2. Many of the events associated with the Second Coming of Jesus -- especially what is written in the        
 Book of Revelation -- scare us.   
 a.    They seem like a horror film or a science fiction story to us because we don’t consider them in the  
 context of the whole Bible and the plan of God. 
 b. So, we are taking some time to sort this all out to remove the fears we have which are based on       
 lack of knowledge and misunderstandings of the word of God. 
 
B.    All of this is bigger than “Who is the Antichrist?”, “What does 666 mean?”, “Is the new world order of the 
 devil?”, etc.  Jesus is coming back to earth to establish the visible kingdom of God on this earth.  
 1. God is and always has been the King of eternity, the Sovereign Lord. Jer 10:10; Ps 10:16; 145:13; etc. 
 a.    In eternity past God created the angels and began to rule over a kingdom of angelic beings in the     
 heavenlies.  Angels were created to worship God, serve Him, and do His biding. Ps 103:20,21; etc. 
 b. In the past, in prehistory, there arose angelic opposition to the rule of the King and a rebellion    

occurred in the heavenlies. Ezek 28:1-19; Isa 14:12-14 
 1. Lucifer (who became Satan) enticed on third of the angels to join him in rebellion and he set    
 up his own counterfeit kingdom (Rev 12:3,4,9).  Satan carries out the work of his kingdom       
 through these fallen angels or demons. 
 2. God judged the false ruler (Luke 10:18), but he is not yet subjugated (Phil 2:10,11; Ezek          
 28:17-19; Isa 14:15-17).  That means two kingdoms currently exist in the heavenlies -- the       
 kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan. 
 2. Satan’s rebellion raised the question:  Who is God and who has the right to rule?  God chose to answer  
 that question through the creation of the heavens and the earth, a new sphere in which He would            
 develop a kingdom.   
 a.    God made men in His image and created them to exercise His authority in the earth.  Man was to    
 be God’s under ruler in the new kingdom.  God would rule creation through man. Gen 1:26-28 
 b. Satan enticed Adam and Eve to disobey God, their King.  By disobeying God, they submitted          
 themselves to the rule of Satan.  Satan’s kingdom, Satan’s reign, which up to that time had existed  
 only in the heavenlies, was established on earth.  And Adam and Eve, and the race in  Adam,           
 became subjects of the kingdom of Satan. Luke 4:6 
 3. As soon as this happened, God promised Adam and Eve, and man in Adam, One who would break the  
 power of the devil, One through whom He would execute judgment on the devil, One through whom     
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 submission to the authority of God, the rightful King, would be restored. 
 a.    Gen 3:15 is the first prophetic reference to Jesus Christ in the Bible.  To bruise Satan’s head means 
 to destroy his power and lordship over mankind, to turn men from the authority of Satan to God.  
 1. The coming of the One who would reestablish the kingdom of God’s rulership on earth has      
 been God’s message and promise to man sin the fall of Adam.   
 2. Gen 5:21-24--Enoch, the seven from Adam, preached the coming of the Lord to carry out    

judgment on the false kingdom and usurpers. Jude 6,14,15   
 b. The time of the end does involve catastrophe and judgment from God, all of which can inspire fear 
 if you do not understand what is going on.  It is not a case of:  “God is really mad and He’s coming 
 back to blast people.”  No, Jesus is coming back to carry out justice, to make things right. 
 1. Jesus is coming back to earth to bring an end to the rebellion that occurred in the heavenlies     
 before time began and to bring all things under the rule of His Father as Adam was supposed    
 to do -- and all of that is good news! 
 2. It is this rebellion and Adam’s participation in it that brought the curse of sin, death, and           
 destruction to the human race and the earth in the first place.  Once it is removed a kingdom     
 of peace and righteousness in which God rules and reigns and His subjects (who are also His    
 family) shine forth reflecting His glory and authority can be realized. Matt 13:37-43 
 c.    The Apostle John was given a vision of the final years just prior to the return of Jesus to this earth   
 to end the rebellion, end the counterfeit kingdom, and establish the visible kingdom of God on this 
 earth.  That information is recorded in the Book of Revelation.  It tells us what is going on. 
 1. Rev 10:7--But that when the seventh angel blew his trumpet, then God’s veiled plan --              
 mysterious through the ages ever since it was announced by his servants, the prophets --           
 would be fulfilled. (Living) 
 2. Rev 11:15--For just then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and then were loud voices            
 shouting down from heaven.  “The kingdom of this world now belongs to our Lord, and to his 
 Christ; and he shall reign forever and ever.” (Living) 
 4. Angelic beings have been watching the unfolding of God’s plan in the earth since the beginning. 
 a.    Jesus said angels in heaven rejoice when a man submits to the rulership of the King. Luke 15:10      
 b. Angels attended to Jesus at times while He was here on earth. Luke 2:9,13; Matt 4:11; John 1:51 
 1. Devils recognized Jesus, wondering if He had come for them before the time of the end.  
 Matt 8:29 
 2. Jesus knew that when He was arrested and handed over to be crucified it looked for a time as   
 though the power of darkness would win. Luke 22:53 
 3. An angel announced the resurrection of the Lord to Mary and the other women who came to     
 the empty tomb. Mark 16:5,6 
 c.    Angels will participate in the final cleansing of this earth from all that corrupts. Matt 13:41-43 
 d. Those who watch from heaven the final unfolding of the plan of God declare that it is right.  
 Rev 16:5; 19:2; Rev 15:4--Because the justice of your sentences has now been shown (Williams);   
 For thy righteous acts have been made manifest (ASV) 
 5. Much of the destruction just prior to Jesus’ return to earth to set up His kingdom will be the result of     
 Satan’s increased activity and efforts because he knows his time is short. Rev 12:12 
 a.    Satan will offer the world his counterfeit of Jesus, the Antichrist.  This man of sin will seem to        
 have the answers to the world’s problems.  He will offer the world a false peace.   
 b. Through the Antichrist Satan will enticed the world to worship and submit to him and help him       
 hold on to his kingdom. 
 1. Dan 8:23-25--Through peace the Antichrist will destroy many.  The word peace comes from a 
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 word meaning security (genuine or false) and can be translated abundance, peace, prosperity,   
 quietness.   
 2. The satanically inspired activities of the Antichrist and the responses of the people on earth to  
 him will bring the heartache and suffering of the tribulation.  He will bring the whole world to 
 battle at Armageddon in an attempt to wipe out the Jews. 
 c.    Dan 7:26,27--But then the Ancient of Days will come and open his court of justice and take all        
 power from the vicious king, to consume and destroy it until the end.  Then every nation under        
 heaven, and all their power, shall be given to the people of God (lit. the people of the saints of the   
 Most High); they shall rule all things forever, and all rulers shall serve and obey them. (Living) 
 
C.    The Book of Revelation can seem like some freaky science fiction book stuck on the end of the Bible if we 
 don’t read it in the context of the rest of the Bible and the plan of God. 
 1. For example, Rev 9:1-11 is sometimes taught as God sending tormenting bugs on wicked people to       
 punish them.  That can’t be right because it is ridiculous in light of the plan of God. 
 a.    What is this?  No one knows for certain.  It will be clear what is being described here when it          
 happens -- just like Isa 53 became clear after it happened. 
 b. This is an example of a 1st century man describing 21st century technology.  Scripture is clear that,  
 due to the actions of the Antichrist, there will be war, especially in the Middle East, just prior to      
 the return of Jesus.  John described what he saw in terms he was familiar with. 
 2. Elsewhere, the Book of Revelation tells us exactly how Jesus will deal with those who have submitted   
 to Antichrist refused His Lordship.  Jesus isn’t going to chop anybody up or shoot anybody with a gun. 
 The Lord will destroy His enemies with the word of His mouth. II Thess 2:8 
 a.    When Jesus appeared to John at the beginning of the Book of Revelation John described Him as      
 having a sword coming out of His mouth (Rev 1:16; 2:12,16).   
 1. Jesus does not have a literal sword coming out of His mouth.  That is a reference to the word    
 God in His mouth (Eph 6:17; Heb 4:12). 
 2. Jesus will destroy Antichrist and those who oppose Him with the sword that comes out of His  
 mouth, His word. Rev 19:15,21; Isa 11:4 
 3. Destroy means consign them to, send them to, the lake of fire which is the second death.  
 Rev 19:20,21; 20:10,14,15 
 b. Jesus will speak.  Just as He spoke creation into existence, Jesus will cleanse and make right His     
 creation.  With His word Jesus will remove those who refuse His sacrifice and Lordship from His   
 kingdom -- depart from Me. Matt 7:23; Matt 25:41 
 c.    Jesus, who is God and shows us God, is not coming back because He is ticked off and He is going  
 to wop everybody upside the head.  He is coming to do what is right, to administer justice.  
 1. II Thess 1:7-9 says Jesus is coming to carry out vengeance.  Vengeance means to execute    

justice or the execution of a sentence.  Punished comes from a word meaning to pay a penalty.  
 2. Men who have refused the Lordship of the rightful King, Jesus, will continue in their    

separation from God eternally.  Their sentence is destruction.  That doesn’t mean they are         
 destroyed.  The idea is that they are ruined, their destinies unfulfilled.   
 3. In Rev 11:5,6 we are told that the two witnesses will have power to smite the earth with plagues and      
 that fire will come out of their mouth. 
 a.    This is not science fiction.  These men will not have flame throwers coming out of their mouths. 
 These are men (possibly Enoch and Elijah) exercising their authority on this earth.                            
 b. They are men authorized to speak for God and His word will be like fire in their mouths.  
 Jer 1:9,10; 5:14; 23:29 Hosea 6:5 
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 c.    Plague means a stroke or wound.  It is used figuratively to mean calamity.  God authorizes these     
 men to do this in the same way He authorized Moses to call down calamity on Egypt.   
 1. When Moses called down calamity it was clear what would happen, when, and why.  And it     
 was all designed to show the Egyptians and Israel that God is the only God.   
 2. This will a sign to unbelievers that these witnesses are from God and that their message            
 should be believed.  It is the mercy of God.   
 d. Remember, because time is coming to an end, billions of people living on earth will have less than 
 seven years to make a definitive choice for God. 
 4. One of the images used in Revelation to describe what is happening is that of the wrath of God being     
 poured out on men and men being made to drink from the cup of God’s wrath. Rev 16 
 a.    If you take all of that out of the context of the rest of the Bible and the plan of God you can draw   

all kinds of wacky pictures in your head. 
 b. Matt 26:39-42--Jesus drank from the cup of God’s wrath.  The wrath that was due to you and me    
 for our sins went to Jesus.  God’s judicial response to our sin went to Jesus. 
 1. Rev 14:9-11--If you choose Satan you will drink of the cup of God’s wrath which is eternal      
 separation for God. 
 2. But Jesus drank that cup for us so that we never have to experience the wrath of God. 
 
D.    Conclusion:  We have not said all there is to say but consider these thoughts as we close. 
 1. Many of the symbols used in the Book of Revelation first appear in the Book of Daniel.  Daniel was      
 given much information about the time of the end. 
 a.    One of the things Daniel was told is that there will be a seventy-five day interval between the          
 Second Coming of Jesus to this earth and the establishment of His millennial (thousand year)          
 kingdom. Dan 12:5-13 (whole lesson for another day) 
 b. Many things will happen during this seventy-five day interval which we are not going to discuss.   
 Some say the judgment of the bowls (the worst calamity of the tribulation) will occur then.   
 1. But, the point for our discussion is this:  No one who has not accepted Jesus as Lord will be     
 allowed in the kingdom.  Any who have not submitted to His Lordship will be removed from   
 the earth prior to the establishment of the kingdom.  
 2. However, during those final seventy-five days Jesus will actually be on earth.  This will give    
 one final chance for people to respond to Him before they must be removed.  It is His mercy. 
 2. We always see God’s mercy in the midst of destruction, giving men an opportunity to come to Him. 
 a.    Gen 18:21,33--The Lord (Preincarnate Jesus) stopped in at Abraham’s tent on His way to Sodom.   
 1. After Jesus had a meal and conversation with Abraham, the Lord went on to Sodom.  Perfect   
 love went into that city  before it was destroyed.   
 2. Why?  He already knew how bad the city was.  His visit was a chance for the people to repent.  
 b. Matt 26:21-25--Jesus gave Judas the sop at the Last Supper to give him one last chance to repent.   
 c.    At His return Jesus will give the people of earth one final opportunity to repent. 
 3. The end times is not a science fiction event.  Jesus is coming back to complete the plan of God begun    
 in eternity past.  He is coming to destroy Satan’s counterfeit kingdom and establish the visible kingdom 
 of God on this earth -- a kingdom of righteousness and peace, a kingdom free from corruption and    

death. 
 a.    At that time God’s wrath, administered through His word in the mouth of the Living Word, the       
 Lord Jesus, will cleanse the earth and all of creation. 
 b. Jesus drank the cup of wrath for every human being.  To all who receive Him and His sacrifice He  
 offers a place in His kingdom.  We have nothing to fear! 


