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THE LORD’S CHASTENING

A. Introduction: God’s message to His people is always: Fear not! (Luke 12:32). We are taking time to look
at why we, as Christians, do not need to be afraid of what life may do to us or of what God may do to us.

1.

For several weeks we’ve been talking about why we don’t have to be afraid of what God may do to us.
a. Yes, we are to “fear God” meaning to have awe, respect, and reverence for God. But that is
different from being “afraid” of God.

1. It’s built into the minds of many Christians that “God is going to get you™ because of your
failures and shortcomings. When bad things happen we presume it must be God punishing us.

2. When things go wrong we are certain that God is blasting us with His wrath and anger over
our sin in the form of difficult circumstances, failures, sicknesses, etc.

3. We all know we are guilty of sin before a holy God and we know we deserve punishment so
we live in fear, waiting for the axe to fall (something bad to happen), and when it does, we are
sure it is from God.

b. But all of those ideas come out of misunderstanding the scripture, taking verses out of context, and
putting religious traditions above the Bible. So, we have been taking time to sort this all out.

In this lesson we want to continue to talk about why we do not have to be afraid of God -- even though

we do mess up in our lives. We also want to address a question that may come up at this point: Does

all of this mean that there are no consequences to sin? Does this mean it doesn’t matter how we live?

B. Let’s begin by asking and answering the question: Why do Christians think like this? Why do we assume
our troubles are from God, sent or allowed by Him to punish us for our sins and to teach us a lesson? We
could do an entire lesson on each point (another time, perhaps). But, for now, consider these points.

1.

We can thank the devil for many of these ideas. His number one tactic against us is to attack God’s
character, to misrepresent God to us.
a. Satan has done that since the Garden of Eden. In the garden he told Eve that God was holding out
on her and Adam and that was why God did not want them to eat from the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil. Gen 3:5
b. The devil has continued to use the same tactics through the centuries. Four thousand years later, in
IT Cor 11:3, Paul was concerned that the Corinthians would be moved by the devil’s lies away
from the simplicity in Christ.
1. That means a lot of things -- more than we can discuss in this lesson. But, one thing it surely
means is this: Jesus shows us what God is like (John 14:9; 5:19; etc.) and He shows us that
God does not do bad to people.
2. If we move away from the picture of God given to us in and through Jesus we will draw
erroneous conclusions about how God treats people.
c. We have to have accurate knowledge from the Bible in order to answer the lies and challenges the
devil brings up in connection with God.
Secondly, the hardships of life come to all of us. In an attempt to figure out why bad things happen we
presume that God must somehow be behind our troubles because we’ve been bad and He is punishing
us or trying to teach us something. There are several major problems with that.
a. Bad circumstances do not come from God. They are part of life in a sin cursed earth, an earth that
has been radically affected by Adam’s sin. Rom 5:12; Gen 3:17,18
1. The hardships of life are ultimately traceable back to Satan as the first rebel in the universe.
2. The devil uses the trials of life to try to steal God’s word from us. Matt 13:21; Mark 4:17
b. We make the mistake of trying to figure out what God is doing by looking at our circumstances.
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You cannot tell what God is doing by looking at your circumstances. Joshua 9; Acts 28:1-6

1. God tells us to walk by faith and not by sight. We do that by looking at His word. II Cor 5:7

2. God does not lead us, guide us, and teach us through circumstances. He leads us, guides us,
and teaches us by His Spirit through His word. He orders our steps not our circumstances. He
directs our paths. He doesn’t set up our circumstances. Ps 37:23; Prov 3:6

God works in us by His Spirit and His word not by circumstances (Phil 2:13; Eph 6:17). He works

in our lives invisibility, behind the scenes, until, at the right time, we see results.

Yes, but doesn’t God blast us with His wrath and anger in the form of bad circumstances, failure, sickness,

etc., when we mess up, when we sin?

1. Remember some of the key points we have discussed up to now. God’s wrath, God’s anger, is not like
human wrath (James 1:20). God’s wrath is His judicial response to sin (Rom 13:4).

a.

b.

C.

God’s wrath against our sin, God’s judicial response to our sin, was poured out on Jesus at the
Cross (Rom 1:18). God is not doling out His wrath on a sin by sin basis.

God was not mad at Jesus, He was carrying out justice. Through the Cross of Christ God satisfied
His own justice and is able to justify us. Rom 3:24

To justify means to acquit. Acquittal or justification is a judicial deliverance from a criminal
charge. It means all charges are dropped. Col 2:14

2. Inthe New Testament the term God’s wrath is never used in connection with daily Christian living.

a.

b.

It is used in connection with the return of Jesus to this earth. Matt 3:7; Rom 2:5; 5:9; I Thess 1:10;

5:9; Rev 14:10,19; 15:1,7; 16:1,19; 19:15

It is used in connection with those who haven’t believed on Jesus. John 3:36; Eph 2:3; 5:6; Col 3:6

1. God’s wrath against sin has been expressed (I Tim 4:10) but you must receive that expression
in order for His wrath to be removed from you. You receive it by receiving Jesus.

2. God is not now dealing with men in wrath. He is dealing with them in mercy. God gives men
a lifetime to repent. Il Pet 3:9; Acts 14:17; Luke 6:35; Matt 5:45

3. Those who do not receive Christ face the wrath of God when they die. They face continued,
irreversible, eternal separation from God. II Thess 1:9

3. Inthe New Testament the word anger is never used in connection with God and daily Christian living.

a.

C.

In His earth ministry Jesus who is God and shows us God, did get angry at people -- primarily the
Pharisees. Mark 3:5--And he, after an angry glance round the circle (Rieu), sorry that their minds
were closed, (Beck); deeply disturbed by their callousness (Phillips).

But, Jesus never blasted anyone with sickness or car wrecks to teach them a lesson. He repeatedly
rebuked and chastened the Pharisees with His words. Matt 23:1-39; etc.

Matt 21:12--Jesus turned the money changers table over. But, He rebuked them with His word.

God does chasten us when we persist in sin. He chastens us with His word. That is how Jesus -- who is

God and shows us God -- chastened people.

1. About sixty years after Jesus left the earth He appeared to His disciple John who was exiled on the Isle
of Patmos. The information John received became the Book of Revelation.

a.

b.

In chapters 2 and 3 Jesus gave John specific instructions for seven churched located in Asia Minor
(Turkey) at that time. These letters contain both praise and correction for those churches. Jesus’
correction of them came through His words to them.

Jesus concluded this part of the message to John and the churches with the statement: As many as
I love, I rebuke and chasten. Rev 3:19

2. Both rebuke and chastening are verbal. Both are accomplished through words. Ps 94:12
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a. Rebuke means to confute (to overwhelm by argument), refute (to prove wrong by argument or
evidence), reprove (to administer a rebuke, to scold, to express disapproval of), or convict (to find
or to prove guilty).

b. To chasten means to train, to instruct, to correct or discipline by chastening (or by instruction).

1. Look how the word is used elsewhere in the New Testament. Acts 7:22 (was learned); Eph 6:4
(nurture); II Tim 3:16 (instruction); Titus 2:12 (teaching)

2. The purpose of rebuke and chastening is to identify and expose unacceptable behavior so it
can be corrected. Words must be involved so instruction can occur.

Yes, but doesn’t the Bible say somewhere that those whom God loves He chastens -- and that can mean

car wrecks and cancer, trials and troubles?

a. People take the passage in Heb 12:5-9 and impose meanings on the words rebuke and chasten
which are not allowed by the text -- This car wreck is God’s chastening of me, etc.

1. Remember, rebuke and chastening are verbal. We are told not to despise chastening but to
endure it. Despise means to have little regard for. Endure means to stay under, to remain.

2. Chastening from the Lord is something you can reject or get out from under. You cannot
reject a car wreck or get out from under cancer. You can reject words.

b. Sometimes people say that just as a human parent has to spank a disobedient child, so God has to
occasionally spank us. There is a huge difference between being spanked on the bottom as a child
and getting cancer or having your house burn down.

1. Heb 12:9 links God’s disciple with earthly fathers. Jesus told us our Heavenly Father is better
than the best earthly father. Matt 7:9-11
2. No earthly father in his right mind would punish his kid with cancer to teach him a lesson.
The word chasten is used one time in the New Testament in connection with sickness. I Cor 11:29-32
a. The Corinthians were taking communion irreverently (unworthily). They were getting drunk and
gorging themselves. They were not recognizing the value of Jesus’ sacrifice.
b. As aresult, many were weak and sickly and many actually died. This is called judgment or
chastening of the Lord. v31,32
1. God was not making people sick or killing them. That is not consistent with what Jesus
shows us about God. He never made anyone sick nor did He refuse to heal anyone. Jesus
actually bore our sicknesses on the Cross. Isa 53:4,5

2. When God judges people on earth He allows them to reap the consequences of their sin.
Because they did not recognize the value of the Lord’s sacrifice they were becoming sick.

c. Note, the Corinthians could have stopped the judgment or consequences of their sin at any time by
judging themselves -- by saying this is wrong and stopping it.

Why does God let us reap the consequences of our sin? Consider these points.

a. Men really do have free will. With free will comes choice and the consequences that come with
our choices.

b. God does not force anyone to serve Him or obey Him. He desires that we freely choose to serve
Him. But if we choose the pig pen it is His hope that the conditions in the pig pen will cause us to
come to ourselves and return to Father’s house before the damage is irreversible.

c. [Cor 11:31,32--But if we properly saw ourselves, we would not bring down upon us this
judgment. But since we do bring down upon us this judgment, we are being disciplined by the
Lord, so that finally we may not be condemned along with the world. (Williams)

Consider the Pharisees -- the hypocritical religious leaders of Israel. As we’ve said, Jesus repeatedly

rebuked and chastened them with His words.

a. He repeatedly warned them that if they did not repent and receive Him they would be judged (Matt

3
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12:39-45; 23:36-39; Luke 19:41-44). They did not listen to Him. They rejected Him, turning Him
over to the Romans to be crucified. The Pharisees despised the chastening of the Lord.

b. Remember, God told Israel when He brought them to the Promised land: If you reject Me your

enemies will overrun you (Deut 4:23-31).

1. God did not make their enemies overrun Israel. It was a consequence of their sin.

2. They abandoned their protection by not being faithful to their covenant with God and they
reaped the consequences of their sin.

c. In70 AD, forty years after Israel rejected their Messiah, Jesus, the Roman army overran Jerusalem,
destroyed the temple, and scattered the nation.

1. The Jewish historian Josephus, in his writings, described the horrific slaughter which took
place. 1,100,000 Jews were killed by the Romans.

2. But, not a single Jewish Christian was killed. They listened to Jesus. While He was still on
earth He warned His followers to get out of Jerusalem before the destruction. Luke 21:20-24

d. IThess 2:14-16--Referring to the Jews who have rejected Christ and were actively opposed to the
spread of the gospel, Paul said that God’s wrath was on them.

1. v16--Their present attitude is in opposition, to both God and man. They refused to let us
speak to those who were not Jews, to tell them the news of salvation. Alas, I fear they are
completing the full tale of their sins, and the wrath of God is over them. (Phillips)

2. What does it mean that the wrath of God was on them? It meant that, if they did not receive
their Messiah, they would face the wrath of God at their deaths. It meant that in 70 A.D., less
than twenty years after this epistle was written, the nation of Israel would be destroyed as they
reaped the consequences of their sin.

E. Conclusion: You do not have to be afraid that God is going to blast you with His wrath when you mess up.
Your bad circumstances are not God punishing you for your sins. In saying all of this we are not saying that
there are no consequences to sin. We are not saying that it doesn’t matter how you live. It does matter.

1.

As sons and daughters of God we are called to live holy lives. That is our destiny. Rom 8:29

a. Jesus is the pattern for God’s family. We are in the process of being conformed to His image.

b. Right now, while we are in process, we are to do our best to walk even as Jesus walked. That
doesn’t mean we won’t or don’t fail, it means we get up, repent, and keep walking that direction.

When we sin as believers it does not change our relationship with God. We are still holy, blameless,

righteous sons of God as a result of the new birth. But, our fellowship with God breaks down.

a. Our own heart (our recreated spirit that always wants to do the will of God) condemns us. When
we sin we loose our confidence before God, our sense of righteousness, before God. I John 3:21

b. You cannot walk in persistent sin and have a clean conscience. Without a clean conscience you
cannot walk in the kind of faith that moves mountains and kills fig trees.

Sin works death in our lives Because sin works death in our lives we do reap what we sow. Rom 6:23

a. James 1:15--Then the evil desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully
matured brings forth death. (Amp)

b. Gal 6:7,8--For what ever a man sows, that and that only is what he will reap. For he who sows to
his own flesh (lower nature, sensuality) will from the flesh reap decay and ruin and destruction;
but he who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap life eternal. (Amp)

But, If we will heed the warnings of God’s word, receive His chastening through His word, and by His

grace, when we do fail, when we do fall, get up, repent, and go on -- if we will judge ourselves -- we

will not be condemned with the world. We will not reap corruption.



