TCC--741
REIGN IN AND OVER

A. Introduction: For the past several lessons axelbeen talking about authority. Authority isedglted
power. Authority is permission to act for anathie their name, backed by their power.
1. God made men to reign, to exercise His powethisnearth as His under rulers. The Bible begimd

ends with God reigning through men with author@gn 1:26; Ps 8:4-6; Rev 5:10; etc .

a. Man’s God-given authority was lost when Adanmed in the Garden. But, Jesus, through His
death, burial, and resurrection regained massduthority and dominion. Eph 1:19-2:6

b. Because we are born again we now have the gasitgon of authority Jesus has at the right hand
of the Father, and we are now to reign in lyedirist Jesus. Rom 5:17

2. If you do not understand the nature of lifaiworld that has been radically affected by Adasimsin
the Garden of Eden you will have trouble reignimgjfe.

a. The authority we have been given does not meacan stop or remove all the troubles and
hardships of life. John 16:33
1. We live in a sin cursed earth -- an earth tlagtlireen corrupted by sin. Things wear out,

things break down, things get lost. There is diist, mold, insects, vermin, unpleasant, even
deadly weather, rot, decay, etc. Gen 3:17-19; Bld®; Rom 5:12; etc.

2.  We interact with unbelievers who are influeth®y the devil and Christians who are carnal.
Even if we make perfect choices and wise agloteious decisions in every area of our lives,
we often experience the consequences of theices and behavior. Eph 2:2; | Cor 3:3; etc.

3. We have bodies that are mortal. They argestito sickness, injury, and aging. They get
fatigued and dirty, and they ultimately weat.dom 8:10; | Cor 15:47-53; etc.

b. In addition, at the Cross, the devil was judgethe is not yet subjugated. The devil's autlyorit
over the human race was broken but he has notegst temoved from human contact. Right
now, the devil still has some time left on thisteaand he goes about seeking people to devour.
We must resist him, steadfast in the faith. 152819
1. When we say “devil” we are using the ternaasnclusive word meaning the devil himself,

his works, and the multitudes of demons whabitithe invisible realm on this earth.

2. The devil and his demons are actively at woflkencing the hearts and minds of men to
blind them to the reality of God and to motevéttem to act in ways contrary to God. They
work to manipulate the minds of men and, thioogen, the circumstances on this earth.

3. Authority does not mean you can stop all tbatites of life. It means you can learn to reigauial
over the hardships and difficulties of life irsia cursed earth.

a. In some situations we can use our authoritirectly change things. We can reign over the

works of the devil, bring them to an end, and@them out. In the context of sickness being

healed and devils being cast out, Jesus saidka LQ:19--Behold” | have given you authority
and power to trample upon serpents and scorpamts(physical and mental strength and ability)
over all the power the enemy [possesses], andngp#hall in any way harm you. (Amp)

b. But, there are things that are part of lifaisin cursed earth which you can’t necessarily sto
change. To reign in life means you learn howddhrough these challenges in a way that is
victorious. You learn how to go through thenaiway that doesn’t move you, in a way that lifts
you up above in the midst of your circumstaritem 8:37

4. In this lesson we want to talk about what iamgeto reign in and over the challenges of lifa 8in
cursed earth, what it means to resist the dedlraign over him in the challenges of life.

B. We want to first look at a man who reigned aver enemy -- David when he faced Goliath. | Sam 17
1. Israel faced their enemy, the Philistineshat\alley Elah. Israel was encamped on a mouiitei

on one side of the valley and the Philistinesensar a mountain (hill) on the other side of thdexal
Goliath, a champion of the Philistines, made Iseaebffer: Send a man out to fight me. If | bieiat
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you will surrender to us. If he beats me we siiltrender to you.

a. Inthis incident we have an enemy of God’s covepaople, an idol worshipping heathen, who is
challenging Israel. Why? Because that’s life siracursed earth.

b. This passage doesn’t say any thing about thié d8ut, we know he is at work in the
situation.

1. There are only two groups of people in the eacthildren of God and children of the devil (I
John 3:10). The devil works in and through thedrkn of unbelief (Eph 2:2). Goliath has
come to steal Israel’s land, kill the Hebrew peppled destroy their nation. Satan steals, kills
and destroys (John 10:10).

2. Satan works through men and circumstancey to steal the word of God (Mark 4:15). He
presents people with lies about themselves dimut God, and lies about the outcome of their
situation in an attempt to influence their beaba Goliath presented Israel with lies.

2. According to sight and sound (according to senformation) Goliath was extremely intimidating.

a. He was over nine feet tall, with a bronze etra two hundred pound coat of mail, bronze
legging, a bronze javelin several inches thagyped with a twenty-five pound spearhead, and a
huge shield carried ahead of him by an armordreab-7

b. Goliath presented Israel with lies about thelmes, about God, about the outcome of the sitnatio
1. He called them the servants of Saul andriméea of Saul (v8,10). In reality they were the

servants of, the armies of, God. v26, 36; Exd12etc.

2. “If" you defeat us! If is the badge of doubXhis was an intimidating statement designed to
plant seeds of doubt about God’s faithfulnexkthe outcome of their situation. Part of
Israel’'s covenant blessing and God’s promigiéon was victory over their enemies. God’s
promise to them was: Your enemies will be edut_ev 26:7; Deut 28:7,8

c. Goliath challenges Israel every day, twicewg, dor forty days. This produced great fear and

discouragement among the Israelites. v4-11, 46, 2
1. Devil is DIABOLOS in the Greek -- DIA whicheans penetration and BALLO which means

to throw. The word literally means to hit sdmeg again and again until you penetrate it.

2. Satan seeks to wear us down by mental attadksauery dart penetrates and explodes in
our mind as unbelief and deception.

d. The devil's tactics worked. He stole the wofdsod from Israel. Israel accepted the thoughts
presented to them by Goliath (the devil) whiffieced their belief and actions. They believed
they could not defeat Goliath -- even thouglytbeuld beat him -- and they acted accordingly.

3. Look at how David dealt with the enemy. Dabvefan to speak the truth, God’s promises to him.

a. He called Goliath what he was: a reproachsgrdce. He is uncircumcised. He has no covenant
with God. He is a trespasser in Israel’s land. hEg no right to defy the armies of the living God
(v25,26,36). Notice, Goliath had no right to doatvhe was doing -- but that didn’t stop him.

b. God who has delivered me out of the handsiefrees in the past will do the same thing now.
David looked past the circumstance to God with perfectly present. David did not deny the
problem. Rather, he spoke the answer. v34-3247

4. Goliath tried the same tactics he used ondbeaf Israel. Goliath tried to intimidate Davig gpetting

David to focus on what he could see, how smallidaas in comparison to Goliath: v41,42--

Goliath walked out toward David with his shieleldoer ahead of him, sneering in contempt at tlzs ni

little red-cheeked boy! (Living Bible). Goliatied to David about the outcome of the situatiof¥ v

a. David didn't entertain Goliath’s words. He s#ed them and answered back -- I'll take your head
off and feed you to the birds!! v46

b. In addition to Goliath, Satan used David'stbeos and Saul to try to intimidate him.

1. David’s brothers got mad at him for his cdefice and questioned his motives. v28-- “What
are you doing around here, anyway?” he demanti&fthat about the sheep you’re supposed
to be taking care of? | know what a cocky ly@ait are. You just want to see the battle!”
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(Living Bible)
2. Saul was motivated by unbelief in his adi@®avid: You need more than God’s promises
to help you. You need military training ancuyoeed my armor. v33, 38
David went up against Goliath with God’s wartti God’s power. He spoke by faith not sight.
He spoke the end result: God will deliver yntoimy hands. v46
1. David believed that what he said would compdss because he knew from the word of God
that he was authorized to act.
2. David knew that when he acted in his God-giaathority God would keep His word. David
knew the power of God would back him.
Anyone in Israel could have done what Davitl dsrael could not defeat Goliath, not because
they couldn’t, but because they believed thaydiot.

C. There are things that are part of life in acsirsed earth that you can’'t necessarily stop ongda Yet, you
can still reign in the midst of the challenge. ¥é& an example of that in the apostle Paul.
1. Inll Cor 12:7-9 Paul said he was being hat&sea messenger of Satan, a thorn in the flesikchwh
God declined to remove from him. Some say thatihorn was a disease which God refused to heal.

a.

V7 identifies the thorn as the messenger oinSatdessenger in the Greek is ANGELOS which

means a being or an angel. The word is used @&tithes in the Bible and it always

means a personality, not a disease. The word tbarsed literally to mean thorns (crown of

thorns) or figuratively to mean troublesome peoplem 33:55; Josh 23:13; Judges 2:3

1. Paul calls the thorn an infirmity (v9). In 1b€11:23-30 Paul defines what he meant when he
used the word infirmity: obstacles and persecutio& encountered as he preached the
gospel.

2. Paul would go to a city and preach. Persecsiitummoil, and even riots would break out and
he would be imprisoned, beaten, or run out of towhese activities were the work of the
messenger of Satan, a troublesome being sent by, 2 he influenced men to rise up
against Paul. Acts 13:45; 14:2-6; 19:21-41; etc.

Paul asked God to remove the thorn in thénfl&Sod did not do so because Paul was asking God

to do something He has not promised to do, ngmeiove the devil.

1. We are instructed to resist the devil ingtrength, grace, and name of the Lord. James 4:7

2. Paul obviously learned that lesson because the one who wrote in Eph 6:11-13 that we are
to resist the devil and his tactics.

2. Paul had been given tremendous revelation feaah (Il Cor 12:1-4;7; Acts 26:16; Gal 1:12; etc.).

a.

The messenger of Satan was assigned to steabtideof God given to Paul.
Satan did not want Paul exalted by others@vTgspected and believed by those to whom he

preached so he sent a fallen angel to harassaRddtir up chaos wherever he preached.

b.

Satan also came to steal the word from Palaé word exalted in the Greek is made up of two
words which mean above and to lift. Revelakoowledge from God can lift anyone hardships
and challenges of life and enable you to remgthé midst of very difficult circumstances. Satan
came to harass Paul to make it look as thoughisGeord was not true.

1. God’s answer to Paul was: 1l Cor 12:9--Mgag is all you need, power comes to its full
strength in weakness. (NEB)

2. Paul came to understand that he could drawesttiength of the Lord to stand until the
storm was over. Eph 6:10--In conclusion, be stronfe Lord -- be empowered through
your union with Him; draw your strength from Himthat strength which [His boundless]
might provides. (Amp)

3. Rom 8:37--Paul’s testimony about the hardshg$aced (tribulation, distress, persecution, fanin
nakedness, peril, sword) was: In all these thing are more than conquerors.

a.

More than conquerors is HUPERNIKAO which me@anganquish beyond, to gain a decisive
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victory, over, above, and beyond. v37--We keegloriously conquering (Williams); We are
more than conquerors and we gain a surpassitgryieAmp).
b. We can potentially demonstrate decisive victorevery situation. In some situations the uigto

is being lifted up above the storm until ibiger.

1. Inll Cor Paul told his readers of the trasbhe faced as he preached the gospel (Il Cotl1:8;
Cor 11:23-29; etc.). In 1l Cor 4:17,18 he edlhll of those things momentary and light as he
looked at what he could not see.

2. But Paul learned to look past what he coallthrough the word of God. He learned to see
reality as it truly is. Reality is everythiag God sees it.

c. The key to reigning in the hardships of I§dearning to see things as they really are. Radlto
recognize and cast down lies about himself, @ad,the outcome of his situation.

1. | am more than a conquerors through Him whodawe. Everything | see is temporary and
subject to change by the power of God. Nothingamme against me that is bigger than God.

2. This is the man who while in prison for preiag the gospel was able to say in Phil 4:11--For
l, however | am placed, have learnt to be iedelent of circumstances. {2Cent)

4. Inll Cor 4:13 Paul refers to a spirit of fatthat believes and speaks. As we said, in Il Coramts
Paul makes reference to the afflictive circumstareefaced as he preached the gospel. That is the
context in which he refers to a spirit of faithttspeaks.
a. Paul does not deny the difficulties he facather, he speaks of them in terms of God’s word.

1. We are troubled on every side but not distressetlushed. Why? Paul knew: God
comforts us (strengthens and encourages us) itribulations (Il Cor 1:4). Even though we
are surrounded by trouble, God is our light angatan and we are not afraid (Ps 27:1-3).

2. We aren’t sure what to do sometimes but wa'adiscouraged. Why? Paul knew: God
leads us and guides us and He will make a wagaape for us. Il Tim 3:11; Isa 43:2; Ps 32:8

3. We are persecuted but not forsaken, cast downdiwestroyed. Why? Paul knew: Nothing
can separate us from the love of God (Rom 8:3%enkf everyone abandons me God is with
me (Il Tim 4:17). He will never forsake me (Deut@,8; Heb 13:5,6).

b. Through speaking what he knew and believeunh fitte word of God Paul was lifted up above in
the midst of very difficult circumstances andsvadble to reign in those circumstances

D. Conclusion: Reigning in and reigning over thaltenges of life are two sides of the same cdiiyou

don’t learn to reign in the midst of the hardshypsife you’ll won't be able to reign over sickreeand the

works of the devil.

1. Both involve learning to see reality as it tridyand then acting accordingly. Both involve
recognizing and resisting the lies of the devilahmurselves, about God, and about the outcome of
our situation.

2. However, none of that can be done unless yoa hagurate knowledge from the word of God
which shows us reality as it truly is. That is wiig are taking time to study God’s word. More
next week!!



