
TCC--996 

1 

DON’T BE MOVED 
 
A. Introduction:  Acts 20:22-24--The apostle Paul made an amazing statement as he prepared to leave a group 
 of Christians in the city of Ephesus and travel to Jerusalem.  The Holy Ghost revealed to him that suffering
 and imprisonment awaited him.  Yet, his response to what he would face was:  None of this moves me. 
 1. According to Webster’s Dictionary, to move means “to change the place or position of”.  Many things   
  happen in this life that move us or affect us and cause us to change positions.   
  a. Trouble comes our way and we move from faith to fear, from confidence to uncertainty, from   
   expectation for the future to hopelessness.   
  b. We go from feeling like we can conquer the world to unable to get out of bed.  We find ourselves  
   not only doubting that God is with us, but wondering if He even exists.   
 2. Is it possible to remain steadfast in the face of life’s trials?  Paul’s responses to his troubles (not just in  
  the example cited but elsewhere in the New Testament) make it clear that he reached that point.   
  a. While in prison, facing possible execution for his faith, Paul proclaimed:  “For I, however I am   
  placed, have learnt to be independent of circumstances” (Phil 4:11, 20th Cent). 
   1. This wasn’t a unique blessing available only to Paul because, in his next statement, he    
   attributed the ability not to be moved to the strength of Christ in him.  “I am ready for     
  anything through the strength of the one who lives within me” (Phil 4:13, J.B. Phillips). 
   2. And as we read Paul’s writings, we find he admonished Christians to be steadfast, unmovable,  
   and rooted and grounded in the faith.  I Cor 15:58--Stand firm, then, my dear fellow      
  Christians, (because we have victory through Jesus Christ), and let nothing move you (Beck). 
  b. None of this means that he enjoyed or welcomed the many trials he faced.  It means he knew how  
   to deal with them in way that brought him victory as he glorified God.  
 3. We live in a fallen world that had been badly damaged by sin and troubles comes to all of us. We can’t  
  stop challenging circumstances from invading our lives.   But we can get to the point where we aren’t  
  moved by them.  In this lesson we’re going to begin to talk about how we become unmovable.    
 
B. The Bible uses many word pictures to convey spiritual truths.  One such word picture is that of believers as 
 trees.  This example give us insight into how we can become unmovable.  We develop deep roots.  
 1. Luke 4:18,19--Jesus applied a passage from the prophet Isaiah to Himself at the beginning of His   
  ministry.  When we read the entire passage, we find that those who hear the message Jesus preached   
 and believe on Him are called trees of righteousness planted by the Lord. Isa 61:1-3 
  a. There are a number of characteristics conveyed by referring believers as trees.  Consider one.  A   
  tree is something that is not easily moved because it is held firmly in place by a root system. 
  b. According to Webster’s Dictionary roots are the underground part of a seed plant.  Roots functions  
  as an organ of absorption, aeration, and food storage, as well as a means of anchorage and support. 
   1. A tree with deep roots can get water and nourishment even in the midst of drought.  Its roots   
   hold it in place when strong winds blow.  The root system increases in size as the tree grows.    
   2. Although you cannot see the root system, you can see how deep and effective the root system  
    is by the condition of the tree.  It is vibrant in drought and stays standing in storms.   
  c. Matt 13:5,6,20,21--Jesus also talked about those who hear the Word of God and receive it joyfully,  
  but wither away when trials comes. “But as he has no root, he stands for only a short time; and    
 when trouble or persecution arises on account of the Message, he falls away at once” (20th Cent). 
 2. Ps 1:1-3 says that the one who delights in God’s Law will be like a tree planted by the rivers of water.   
  We could (but aren’t going to) do an entire teaching on this psalm.  Consider these points.  
  a. v3--The psalmist describes a certain type of believer as being a planted tree.  Planted implies    
  purposeful cultivation as opposed to a wild tree.   
   1. Rivers of water literally means streams or divisions of water.  This would have been a familiar  
   illustration to original hearers of the psalm.  Irrigation was necessary in much of the Middle    
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  East, and streams of water were conducted from a canal or river to different parts of the field. 
   2. This person (this planted tree) will have the nourishment he needs so that his leaves will not   
   wither and he will produce fruit in a timely manner.  Whatever he does will prosper.   
   3. The Hebrew word translated prosper means to push forward.  A healthy vibrant tree grows   
   and extends its roots.  The man described in this psalm grows in strength and vibrancy as his    
  roots go deeper.  “And everything he does shall prosper [and comes to maturity] (Amp); and     
 whatsoever he begins he accomplishes (Lamsa). 
  b. v1,2--What are the characteristics of a planted tree who pushes forward even in times of drought?   
   This person does not get his counsel or advice from the ungodly.  Rather he delights in the Law of  
   the Lord.  The Law of the Lord is revealed in His written Word, the Bible. 
   1. The root idea of the word delight is to desire or incline toward something.  This person’s    
   desire is to know God’s Law (written Word) and live in a manner consistent with and in     
  submission to it.   
   2. He meditates on God’s Word day and night.  To meditate means to ponder.  To ponder means  
    to consider carefully (Webster’s Dictionary).  This is not someone who has a scripture list   
   taped to his bathroom mirror.  This is a man whose view of reality has been shaped by God’s    
  Law and it dominates his thoughts.   
 3. The Bible is a unique book.  It is a supernatural book capable of producing growth and transformation  
  in those who delight in it.  God works in us through His written Word when we believe it. I Thess 2:13 
  a. II Tim 3:16--The Bible doesn’t simply contain the Word of God.  It is the Word of God.   
   1. The men who wrote the Bible were inspired by God as they wrote.  Inspiration (theopneustos)  
    is made up of two Greek words, theo (God) and pneo (to breath or blow).  The word literally   
   means “breathed by God”. 
   2. II Tim 3:16--Every scripture [is] God-breathed, and profitable (Rotherham) for teaching the   
   faith and correcting error, for resetting the direction of a man’s life and training him in good    
  living (Phillips). 
  b. God reveals Himself (His will, His purposes, His character) through the pages of the Bible.  The   
  Living Word, the Lord Jesus is revealed through the Written Word (John 5:39).   
   1. The Bible is our only 100% accurate, reliable revelation of God.  Supernatural occurrences,   
   experience, feelings, circumstances must be judged in the light of what the Bible says. 
   2. When Jesus began to appear to His followers after He was raised from the dead He used the   
   written Word to reveal to them who He was and what He had done. Luke 24:25-27; 43-47  
 4. Food is another word picture used to help us understand the important of God’s Word.  God’s Word is  
  comparable to food.  Jesus said that man doesn’t live only by bread but by the Word of God. Matt 4:4   
  a. I Pet 2:2--Peter instructed believers to crave the Word of God as a newborn craves milk.  Getting  
   milk is a newborn’s top priority.  Without it, he can’t survive.  With it, he will not only survive,   
  he’ll grow.  (Paul makes the point in Heb 5:12,13 that milk is for babies and meat is for the     
 mature.  That’s a topic for another day.) 
  b. Back to Ps 1 and the picture of a tree planted by the rivers of water.  The psalmist wrote that this is  
  a man who delights in God’s Law.  Adam Clarke (noted Bible scholar who lived in the late 1700s)   
  commented that this man (the planted tree) delights or feeds on God’s Law.   
   1. Webster’s Dictionary says that to feed means to become nourished or satisfied as if by food.   
   Job 23:12--I have not gone back from the commandment of His lips; I have esteemed and    
  treasured up the words of His mouth more than my necessary food. (Amp) 
   2. You don’t have to understand how food works in your body, how it imparts nutrients that   
    promote growth and make you strong.  But you do have to eat it.  If you eat the Word of God   
   (or take it in) it will do what it’s intended to do. 
 
C. If you are going to grow into someone who is not moved by life’s challenges you must become a regular, 
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 systematic Bible reader, specifically the New Testament. 
 1. By regular reader, I mean reading everyday or as close to that as possible (15 to 30 minutes).  By   
  systematic, I mean start at the beginning and read all the way through.   
  a. Don’t skip around or open and read at random.  Pick up today where you left off yesterday.  Don’t  
   worry about what you don’t understand.  Just keep reading.  Understanding comes with familiarity. 
  b. Many Christians mistakenly believe that they get the Word of God because they read devotionals,  
   tape scriptures to their mirror, keep Christian radio on in the background all day, or watch    
  Christian TV.  None of that is reading and feeding on the Word of God. (lessons for another day). 
   1. I’m not necessarily telling you not to do those things I mentioned.  But I am telling you that   
   they are no substitute for actually reading the Bible yourself. 
   2. We’re at the beginning of a new year.  If you will commit to becoming a regular reader of the  
    New Testament and stick with it, by this time next year, you’ll be a different person.  You’ll   
   be well on your way to becoming unmovable. 
 2. People struggle with reading the Bible because they don’t understand its purpose.  The Bible is not a   
 collection of verses that give solutions for our problems and tell us how to have a better life.  It is a   
 collection of 66 books and letters that reveal God and His plans and purposes.   
  a. It will give you a view of reality that will held you steady in the storms and hardships of life. 
   Regular reading of the New Testament will give you a picture of what it looks like to live as a   
   Christian in this world.  It will give you a perspective consistent with the way things really are   
  according to God. 
  b. This is the framework you’ll get from the New Testament.  If this becomes your view of reality,   
  fear will vanish and you will overcome in life’s challenges.  You will never again by moved by the   
 circumstances of life. 
   1. We’re only passing through this life as it is.  The greater and better part of life is ahead, after   
   this life.  Eternal things matter more than temporal (temporary), earthly things. 
   2. God is much more interested in you developing Christ-like character than He is in where you   
   live, who you marry, what job you have, or what ministry you’re involved in. 
   3. The most important thing you can do in this life is to shine the light of Jesus in your little    
   corner of the world. 
 3. We’re living at the end of this age and the return of Jesus is very near.  The Bible has much to say   
  about world conditions at the time of Christ’s return (lessons for another day).  Note one point for now.   
 a. There will be a false church that worships a false Christ, rejects Jesus, the rightful King, and tries   
  to oppose His return (Rev 13; Rev 19:19).  This church is developing even now.  Jesus Himself    
 said that one of the characteristics of the years prior to His return will be false Christs and false    
 prophets, and He warned believers not to be deceived (Matt 24:4,5,11,24). 
  b. Christians are ripe for deception.  Bible reading is at an all time low and most Christians are    
  woefully ignorant of what it says.  If you have not grown deep roots through feeding on the Word   
  of God, you will be moved by what is coming on the earth.   
   1. Much of what we see on TV, hear preached in many churches,  and hear Christians regularly   
   say is not in the Bible.  Few people recognize it, however, because they aren’t familiar with    
  what the Bible actually says. 
   2. Prominent ministers instruct believers to close their eyes and imagine Jesus, telling people to   
   let Jesus give them His personal revelation of who He wants to be to them  All kinds of     
  people believe in Jesus today, but it’s not the same Jesus revealed in the and through the pages    
 of the Bible.  These people believe in a false Christ. 
   3. The Bible is being deemphasized in favor of subjective experiences.  Christians have sex with  
    people they aren’t married to.  Others have abortions.  They justify both by saying:  We prayed  
   and  the Lord said it was okay for us.  They put what they think the Lord told them above the   
   written Word of God and what it says.  These examples were recently brought to my attention  
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 c. Sincere Christians get duped because the person they hear preaching uses scriptures to support    
 their point of view.  But the Bible is not a collection of independent, unrelated verses (chapter and    
 verse headings were added in the Middle Ages to serve as reference points.)   
   1. Every verse in the Bible is related to and consistent with  all the other verses.  If you don’t   
   consider them in the context of the rest of the Bible you can make verses say anything.  Here’s   
  a simple example of the importance of context.   
    A. John 9:16,24 says that Jesus was a sinner.  However, He was not a sinner.  He was and is   
    the sinless Lamb of God (II Cor 5:21; Heb 4:15; Heb 7:26; I Pet 2:22; I John 3:5; etc.)    
    B. These verses in the Gospel of John are a record of what some men erroneously said when   
    Jesus healed a blind man on the Sabbath Day.  The religious leaders (the Pharisees)     
   accused Jesus of breaking God’s Law and called Him a sinner. 
   2. Here’s another example.  A preacher in a “Christian” church recently preached that we’ve had  
    it wrong.  We’ve emphasized Jesus too much.  He is the door to the store.  But the gospel is   
   about what’s in the store for us.  This man has verses.   
    A. John 10:9,10--Jesus Himself said that He is the door.  He also said that He came to give   
    us abundant life and through Him we get into the pasture (the blessings in the store). 
    B. But that is completely contrary to the rest of the Bible.  It’s all about Jesus.  Jesus came to  
    pay for our sin through the sacrifice of Himself.  Paul, who received the gospel he     
   preached from Jesus said that He preached Christ crucified, died, buried, and raised from     
  the dead. I Cor 1:23,24; I Cor 15:3,4; I John 4:10; etc. 
   
D. Conclusion:  In a fallen world, all kinds of “stuff” comes against us and it can move us.  We stay standing 
 through the Word of God.  That is a consistent theme in Scripture. 
 1. Matt 7:24-27--Jesus spoke of two houses that encountered a storm.  One house stood the storm.  The  
 other was destroyed.  The difference between the two houses was their response to the Word of God. 
 2. Eph 6:13--The evil day comes to us all.  Evil comes from a word that means toil and anguish, hurtful.   
  We withstand the evil day through the Word of God.   
  a. Therefore put on God’s complete armor, that you may be able to resist and stand your ground on   
  the evil day [of danger], and having done all [the crisis demands], to stand [firmly in your place].   
  (Amp)   
  b. God’s armor is His word.  Ps 91:4--His faithful promises are your armor and protection. (NLT) 
 3. Make this the year that you become a regular, systematic reader of the New Testament.  Lots more next  
 week! 


