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GOD’'S LOVE AND OUR CIRCUMSTANCES

A. Introduction: We are discussing how to resptimthe challenges of life rather than react. Wyen
respond to the difficulties of life, God’s wordtdemines what you think, what you say, and what gou
1. We must learn to answer the trials life withipe to God. To praise God means to acknowledge God
or talk about who He is and what He has donégisg, and will do. Acknowledging God opens the
way for Him to show you His help. James 1:2,35023

a.

b.

When hard times hit you must be able to ansiweetwhy” question: “Why is this happening?”
And, you must be able to answer the “What is Goithg?” question.

If you don’t have accurate answers to thosstons it is easy to blame God for the problem and
then react with complaints, anger, or bitterreggainst God. You must know God’s goodness and
His wonderful works. Ps 107:8,15,21,31

1. His goodness: God is never the source agecafiyour troubles. God is good and good
means good. Jesus shows us and tells us dfat.14:9,10; 5:19; 8:28; 10:32; Matt 7:9-11

2. His works: Troubles and trials are partif@fin a sin cursed earth, a world that has been
radically altered by sin, beginning with Adafut, God can use them cause them to serve

His purposes: maximum glory to Himself and maxin good to as many people as possible.

2. One reason Christians have trouble responditiggr than reacting to the hardships of life i thay
misunderstand some things about their circumstaand God'’s love for them.

a.

b.

If things are going well we think: God mustgieased with me. When bad happens we think:
God must be unhappy or upset with me and isshimg me.

We mistakenly believe that circumstances arexgpression of His love for us. If all is wellain
assured that God loves me. If things are geirang, it must mean that God loves me less.

3. If you are going to respond rather than regmi, must know that troubles and trials are notaattirs
of how God feels or thinks about you. Circumseanare not a barometer of your standing with God or
of His love for you. In this lesson we want watlwith this issue.

B. We struggle with God’s love for us because we'tdanderstand that God’s love for us is uncondiailo
1. We have the mistaken idea that God’s loveressponse to something in us. If we are good, Medo
us. If we are bad, he loves us less. But, God doglove you because you are good. He doesatot n
love you because you are bad. God loves youwisedde is love. | John 4:8,16

a.

God’s love for man, God’s love for you and is&)jot a response to something in us. Itis an

expression of something in him, something intdekeup. | have His love because He is love.

1. God does not withhold His love from you besmathere are flaws in you. He loves you with
the flaws. He loves you despite the flaws.

2. Unconditional love means that there is naddoon you must meet to have His love.

Perhaps the best way to understand unconditiove is to think of a fragrant flower. It exide

fragrance to all -- good and bad.

1. When a good person and a bad person apptioadlower to smell it, both experience the
same fragrance. The flower can no more witthlitsl fragrance from one than the other.

2. Inthe same way God cannot withhold His lo@ad is love. Everything He does is an
expression of love. | have His love, not besealudeserve it, but because He is love.

3. In saying this, we are not implying thatdied not matter what we do or how we live. We are
called to live holy lives (I Pet 1:15,16). Bbe purpose of a life of holiness is not to earn
God’s love. It can’'t be earned. The purpdsiévimg a holy life is to bring glory to God and
to fulfill your created purpose -- to be a samo expresses His Father.

We misunderstand the unconditional love of @od the fact that it cannot be earned or lost

because we don’t understand where value anchworhe from.

1. We connect value and worth with achievemactpmplishments, talents, etc. and when we
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fail to measure up, when we fall short, we@gain that God'’s love for us has waned.
2. But value and worth come from what one isimglto pay for an item. God was willing to
pay the price of the blood of Christ for u€dr 6:19,20; | Pet 1:18,19

The Cross of Christ is the supreme expresditimeounconditional love of God for us. | John 4(®,

a. The Cross was not inspired by something it oar goodness, our deservingness. Jesus died for
us while we were sinners, enemies of God, ihréldellion to Him. Rom 5:8-10; Eph 2:1-9

b. The Cross is God’s expression of His loveyfmw at your worst. If He loved you on your worst
day (which was any day before you were saved)Hia love motivated Him to meet your greatest
need (salvation from you sins), why would He oot you or love you less now that you are His
son or daughter? Why would His love now becaomlitional?

1. The Father loves His sons and daughters bedaey are His. God has the same love for His
sons and daughters that he has for JesusetfecPSon.

2. Jesus prayed in John 17:23, “So that the woilldkmow you sent me and will understand
that you love them as much as you love me. (LiBitge)

c. The Cross is an objective (outside of oursglaesplay of God’s love for us with which to siten
the objections our performance, our mind, ouotons, and our circumstances can raise.

Paul the Apostle experienced extremely difficiicumstances in his life as a Christian -- tdbon,

persecution, hunger, danger, the constant tbfedgath, harassment from the devil, worries alioait

churches, etc., etc. Il Cor 11:23-29

a. If circumstances are indicators of God’s i toward or love for us, then it would seem that
God couldn’t stand Paul. But, if you read Pawtitings, there is no hint of: Why is God doing
this to me? | wonder what I've done wrong? @ugst not love me, must not be pleased with me.

b. Paul knew the love of God for him. He knewattthe Cross of Christ was an expression of the
love of God for him. Gal 2:20--1 am living bgith, the faith of the Son of God, who in love for
me, gave himself up for me. (Basic). God proMesilove for Paul through the Cross.

Paul knew his trials didn’t come from God andldn’t separate him from God'’s love (Rom 8:35-39,

Living Bible). Paul isn’t simply writing wordsThis was his view of reality. Consider these pgin

a. Paul knew there is a curse of death in thiéa éBom 5:12; Rom 8:19-21). He knew men are born
sinners and that the devil works in and througbelievers (Rom 5:19; Eph 2:2,3). He knew the
devil harasses Christians (Il Cor 12:7; Eph @2} Paul knew life in a sin cursed earth is hard

b. But, Paul also knew that God is working evainyg together for good for those who love Him as
He carries out His plan to redeem men fromRom 8:28-30
1. Paul understood that God's purpose right isomot to make life easy for men. His purpose is

to bring all men to salvation from their simglanake them His sons through faith in Christ.
2. And Paul knew that God is able to use tlastiof life and cause them to serve His purposes
for good as He gathers His family.

c. Paul knew that, in light of God’s plan for m@onship and conformity to the image of Christ)
and the lengths to which He went to accomplistt plan through the Cross, God was for him, and
that if God was for him, nothing could be permathy against him. Rom 8:31,32
1. Because Paul understood the big picturenegrkhat God had met his greatest need and
would take care of everything else. Rom 8:3@;-N all these things we win an
overwhelming victory through him who has provesl loved for us. (Phillips)

2. The fact that God is for us doesn’t meangfiwon’t come against us; in a sin cursed earth,
they will. But God can bring genuine good olugenuine bad. How did Paul know that? He
knew Joseph’s story. Gen 50:20

The good and bad circumstances of life areerptessions of God’s greater and lesser love far yo

God does not express His love for you by orchésty circumstances.

a. God expressed His love for you at and thrabghCross. God, who is love, is perfectly present
with you in all circumstances, good and badirgwou in the midst of those circumstance.
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Jesus said in John 16:33, “In the world yovehtaibulation and trials and distress and frugirat

but be of good cheer -- take courage, be conffjaeertain, undaunted -- for | have deprived it of

power to harm, have conquered it [for your].'h{B)

1. Things will come against you in this life tmothing can be permanently against you because
of the love of God expressed at the Cross., Andomparison to eternity, everything in this
life is temporary and subject to change bypibeer of God.

2. If we’ll learn to respond, not react we’ll biged up above, even in difficult circumstances.

C. Many of us have the idea that everything tiagipens has a direct and immediate cause behigtiter
God did it or the devil did it.
1. But, you must understand that a lot of thingst‘happen”. By that we mean certain processes we
set in motion at the fall of man in the gardenohtare still being played out today.

a.

When Adam disobeyed God, sin and death entkeadorld and the human race. A sin nature
developed in men who now demonstrate traith®fdevil. God did not rescind free will because
of the changes in man. Rom 5:12-19; Gen 4:1-9

When God made the earth he set numerous hktwsaand processes into motion. But, they were

corrupted by sin. There is now a curse of deathe earth which results in killer storms, famine

droughts, earthquakes, and other natural disagtem 8:20,21; Gen 3:17-19

1. The free wills of generations of corrupt men #malcorrupted natural processes are at work
in the earth with resulting consequences.

2. Satan, as the first rebel in the universe eticced Adam and Eve, is ultimately behind the
hardships of life, but he does not “cause” tltractly. He works on the minds of men to
influence their behavior (another lesson farsthar day).

Consider an example: A tree blows over duargrrific storm and crushes a car. Why did that

happen? Because a destructive storm (a praedectrupted natural processes) blew over a tree

weaken weakened by disease and/or age (prooluitts curse of death in the earth).

1. Goddidn’'t doit. The devil didn’t do itt happened because that’s life in a sin cursedth.eart

2. Couldn’'t God have stopped the storm? ThabtHis purpose right now. Could | have

stopped the storm? If you have the faith, Gol#b Why didn’t God warn me not to park

there? He may have, but most of us are “dufiezfring”. Why didn’t the angels stop it?

They are not here to stop all trouble. Do yrpeget angels to protect you and your property?

2. We have this built in idea that bad happensetuple because God is upset with them for theiasth
good happens to people because God is pleasedhein.

a.

b.

It is true that you reap what you sow, bigntt necessarily a direct cause and effect; bsid

something bad happens. | do a good deed awkive a blessing. It doesn’'t work like that.

In John 9:2 the disciples expressed a comuheex i This guy or his parents must have done

something wrong and that’'s why he was born blind

1. Sinindirectly caused the man’s blindnegke-sin of Adam which unleashed the curse of
death in the world and in the human race.

2. But, Jesus said neither the sin of the parenthe sin of the man caused his blindness.sJesu
did not say why the man was born blind. Instéseldirects the disciples away from “why” to
“what to do”. | must work the works of God almelal him. v3

3. In Luke 13:1-5, although this was not Jesu#fave get some insight into our subject. People
assume that bad stuff happens to people bedagengelid something wrong. In this passage, Jesus
referred to people killed because of persecuti@htzecause of an accident.

a.

Jesus had a running “battle” with the Phasiséhey rejected Him and His ministry and tried to
discredit Him by trapping Him in His word (Luké.:53,54). In Luke 12 a huge crowd gathered to
hear Jesus speak. Jesus warned the crowd srdeithe doctrine of the Pharisees.

Luke 12:37-57--He chastises them for not racogg that He is the Messiah and that if theyakje
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him, there will be severe consequences.
1. While Jesus was speaking, word was broughinicthat Pilate had killed some Galilean Jews
while they made their sacrifices at the Tenpléerusalem.
2. Then Jesus referred to eighteen Gentiles whe wiled when a tower in Siloam fell on
them. Siloam was a pool in Jerusalem with porti¢cesered walkways with columns).

c. In His conversation with the Pharisees and tds®were not receiving His message, Jesus said:
You think this happened to those people becausevikee big sinners. However, these acts
(Romans killing Jews and people buried under csitapbuildings) are a hint of what is ahead for
you if you do not repent and turn to God.

1. In70 A.D. the Romans destroyed the cityastidalem and over one million Jews were killed.
When Rome took the city, multitudes were kilgile they sacrificed and multitudes were
buried beneath the ruins of the walls, houaed, Temple.

2. Not a single person who had received Jesieasiah was killed because they had heeded a
warning sign Jesus gave them to get out o€itlyeorior to the destruction. Luke 21:20,21

4. You hear Christians say: “There are not act&ler coincidences in life. Everything happensafo
reason.” Who says? Not the Bible.

a. Those are meaningless clichés that undermineamfidence in God’s goodness. Implicit in those
statement is the idea that, because God ditbpta circumstance, He is for it in some way.

1. Accidents happen all the time in a sin cuessdh. An accident is an undesirable or

unfortunate happening that occurs unintentigrefid usually results in injury, damage, or

loss. An accident is an incident that resuitsjury, in no way the fault of the victim. An

accident is any event that happens unexpectettlyput a deliberate plan or cause.

(Webster’s Dictionary)

2. If I'run over a nail and it wrecks my tirethat’'s an accident. If my car won't start becatlse
battery is dead, that’s life in a sin cursedteahere things wear out and break. Matt 6:19

b. I could purposefully or recklessly drive a ta@w fast resulting in a crash and, we could sayd'G
allowed it”, because, as the greatest powenaruniverse, He could potentially stop it.

1. God made the ore that was eventually turntxdla car. God gave men the creative ability to
design and produce the car. God made thedawmtion, physics, and gravity, etc., that
affect how the car functions.

2. But I made the choice of when and how toalthe car. | drove too fast and | worked against
the laws of physics and gravity.

D. Conclusion: We are so focused on “why did trapen” and “what is God trying to say to me” that w
miss the obvious answer: That'’s life in a sin edrearth! And, we miss the wonderful fact that Geldo
loves us unconditionally, is able to take the Bhigls of life in a sin cursed earth and bring gootlof
them if we will learn to respond rather than react



