TCC--758
GOD GLORIFYING CIVILIZATIONS

A. Introduction: We are discussing heaven. Weehaany misconceptions about heaven which rob tiseof
joy and hope that should come from knowing wegaiag to heaven. We think of heaven as ethereal,
wispy, and other worldly. We think we won't be selves and we won’t remember or recognize each
other. All we’ll do it worship God. We'll be likthe angels. Etc., etc. None of those ideasialiedl.

1. As with most topics, heaven is easier to urtdadsif you consider it in terms of the “big picir

a. God made men for sonship, for relationship (Eghb). God made earth as a home for His family
and for Himself (Isa 45:18). God’s intention hésays been to live with His family on earth.

That is how the Bible begins and ends (Gen 3:8; Re8). Jesus died so that man and God could

be together (I Thess 5:10).

b. The human race and the earth itself has baeraged by sin (Rom 5:12-19; Rom 8:19-23). The
ultimate purpose of redemption is to restore’&edtire creation (men, and the earth itself) to
what it was originally meant to be (Col 1:19-21)

2. Death is present in God creation (the human aadethe earth) because of Adam’s sin. Gen 2:t7; et
a. Atdeath the inward man and outward man sepahaén without physical bodies cannot live in this
material world. At death, men, minus their physioadlies, pass into another dimension.

b. Those who are in right relationship with Godtigh Jesus Christ go to a place called heaven.

1. Even though heaven is invisible to us, heasenreal place with real people who do real

things -- many of the same things we do on earth

2. There is continuity of identity and memory iralien. People look like themselves. They do
not lose their memories of their life history amtationships.

3. As wonderful as heaven is, the present heaviemporary. God did not make men to be disembodied

spirits who live in an immaterial, spirit world. 0@ made men to live in a physical body in a physica
world. God made men to live on a physical eafflod made the earth for men.

a. In connection with the Second Coming of Jealisyho live in the present heaven will return to
earth -- earth that has been transformed, reeld and redeemed from the curse of death. They
(we) will be reunited with their (our) originebdy and live with the Lord forever on this earth.

b. The new earth will be earth, the earth we kaow love. It will be new but familiar, transformed

but recognizable, just as a new creature in Clrisew but familiar and recognizable.

1. In Rev 21 John saw the new earth. v5--Notiaa] @&id not say: | am making all new things.
He said: | am making all things new!

2. Redemption is not about replacing God’s origerahtion with something else. It is about
reclaiming it and restoring it. Jesus came todgrasurrection to His entire creation -- to give
life to what was dead and complete the plan of odHis family.

c. Inthe Rev 21:1-3 John describes seeing Gbddme, God’s city, the New Jerusalem, coming out
of the present invisible heaven to the new eaftte city does not replace earth, it comes to the
new earth. God brings His home, His tabern@bleslling place) to the home He made for men.

4. In this lesson we want to continue our disaussif what life will be like when heaven comes &othk.

B. One of the things we see in heaven -- botheénpifesent invisible heaven and the future new earth
continuity. On the new earth there will also batoauity of nations, cultures, and civilizationkife on the
new earth will be new, but familiar.

1. When Jesus returns He is not going to desh@kingdoms of this world (Rev 11:15). He is goiag
take control of them -- every people (race),orgtand language (those who share cultural andmedti
identity). He will rule the universe as King ahls from His capital city on earth, New Jerusalem.

a. Jesus will put His men, His under-rulers,harge of the nations of this world. He will giveetn
the greatness of the kingdoms. Rev 5:9,10; D&8,%4,18,27
1. v27--What is the greatness (splendours--atosBible) of a kingdom? Yes, it is the power
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and authority it wields, but it is also its wuhl output. Think about it. What made the USA
“great”? What made Rome “great”?

2. When He returns, Jesus is going to purify humadture so that it does what it was always
supposed to do: glorify God. The cultures andizations on the new earth will be new but
familiar, cleansed but recognizable.

b. Fallen mankind failed at their God-given tas$kylorifying God through their civilizations and
cultures. In the new earth glorified men ananea will produce cultures and civilizations which
glorify God. But they won't start from scratch.

1. Cultural developments that were sinful wél &iminated. Those that were not sinful, but
simply used for sinful purposes or by peopléhwinful motives, will be purged to do what
God always intended.

2. Nothing that glorified God will be lost. Radption is big!! Ps 90:17--Confirm for us the
works of our hands. (NASB--marginal note: egpermanence)

2. Culture is the “sum total of ways of living buip by a group of human beings and transmittechfr

one generation to another”. (Webster’s Dictioparfhat involves clothing, jewelry, technologyt,ar

music, crafts, literature, science, educatiodystry, food production and preparation, etc.

a Man was not just to be a caretaker of the egktigels could have done that. Man was to create
and shape the culture of earth. Gen 2:19

b. God made men to reign on this earth. To reigans to subdue the earth. Gen 1:28--Be fruitful,
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it [walh its vast resources]; and have dominion. (Amp)
1. Subduing the earth means taking the resowfoesrth and producing things that glorify God.
2. Itwas God's intention that men would filetearth and then reign over it -- use its resources

to produce God-exalting cultures and civilinas.

c. God made men in His image (Gen 1:26). God ese@ieautifies, and decorates. Creativity which
produces culture is part of the image of God than imear even in their fallen condition -- this
desire to discover, create, build.

1. Men made in the image of God, even in treleh condition, went out to subdue the earth.
They produced farming, metallurgy, and musicsiruments (Gen 4:20-22). They ventured
out on the sea (Gen 10:5). They developedrgovent; they became hunters, built cities and
empires (Gen 10:8-12). They discovered newddthe plain of Shinar--Gen 11:2).

2. In Gen 11:3,4 there was an explosion of Hedge and technological developments as men
attempted to build a great tower. What thelywdas not wrong. Why they did it was wrong.

3. Glorifying God is more than attending a worségovice, passing out tracts, or having a “ministry

Any righteous or right actions we take using Gad-given talents reflect back to Him.

a. Matt 5:16--In the same way, let your good desttise out for all to see, so that everyone will
praise your heavenly Father. (NLB); Let your ligbtshine ... that men may see the beauty of
your life and give glory to your Father in heav@Rieu).

1. Isa 26:12--O Lord, you mete out peace tdardt is you who have accomplished all we have
done. (NAB)

2. Cor 10:31 speaks of glorifying God in whatyeat, drink, and do. Do all for the honor and
glory of God. (Amp); Do everything to glorifyc@ (Beck).

b. Jesus, as a man, pleased and glorified His Fiatle¥erything He did (John 8:28,29). That means
when Jesus made something in the carpenter’s siiim He ate dinner, when He drank a cup of
wine, He brought glory to God because He livednion with and submission to His Father.

c. Part of our created purpose is to bring glorjzamor to God in all that we do in this life ane th
life to come. When heaven comes to earth we eijir on the new earth by subduing it, by using
its resources to produce God-glorifying cultured aivilizations.

C. Let's begin to talk about the kinds of thingslirgo in our God-glorifying cultures and civiliziains.
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We will work on the new earth.

a. Work predates sin. The first time a Hebrewdnrfor work is used in connection with man is in
Gen 2:5 (till) and Gen 2:15 (dress).

1. Gen 2:5--Cultivate (Spurrell); farm the g@iaylor). Gen 2:15--The Lord placed the man in
the Garden of Eden as its gardener, to tenctarelfor it. (Living Bible)

2. This word means to work, to serve. The laborlwafocused on things, other people, or God.
The word does not have connotations of toilsomerldtut rather of a joyful experience of
liberation. Ex 3:12; Josh 24:15

b. Work that is tedious, toilsome, and unfruitBipart of the curse of sin which will be removed
when the earth is transformed at the returrestis. Gen 3:17-19; Rev 22:3

c. Onthe new earth we will do work that is meghil, not toilsome, in the beauty of God’s creatio
in perfect fellowship with Him. We will servile Lord (Rev 22:3). We have reduced serving
God to knocking on doors, passing out trackd,atending church services.

1. Col 3:22-24 tells slaves to obey their masgerd do what they do as unto the Lord because
they serve Him. In other words, menial tasks,slave “job”, was called service to the Lord.

2. Col 3:24--Serve means to be a slave or eveted to and obey. You can do that while you
work as a slave or bake a cake, mow the lawaolean out the garage.

3. Micah 6:6-8--God doesn’'t want the religioiisal (There will be corporate worship in heaven
-- another lesson). God wants men to walk Wiim: Do what you do with the
consciousness that | am your Lord and | am watln.  On the new earth He will be with us
because His home will be our home and we wilatl that we do for His glory.

What kinds of work will we do? Many specifabjs are mentioned are mentioned in the Bible.

a. Isa65:21; Amos 9:13,14; Micah 4:4--Men wilild homes and farm. That means producing and
assembling the materials used in the houseghanitems needed to decorate the houses and make
them comfortable. That means assembling andiuging objects needed for farming as well as
the objects needed for storing, preparing, atith@ the food produced.

b. Luke 19:11-19--Some people will work in gowaent and administer the cities on the new earth.

There will be travel and people will work iretimdustries connected with travel -- roads, ships,

vehicles, inns, restaurants. Micah 4:2; Isa @):Rev 21:24

a. The fact that there are streets in the cagiitakuggests a place for vehicles: horses, wagetc.
We know there will be ships. Why not cars amgdlanes? None of these are inherently evil.

b. Won't we be able to dematerialize as Jesus tMdybe. That may be something Jesus did as
God. Let's not think about it for a moment as wetd “demystify” the new earth and remove the
“otherworldly” element.

There will be businesses (one of the elemdrdscdy) on the new earth. Business in and @ffiis

not sinful. Business involves trade and manufang, both of which will exist on the new earth.

a. Isa 60:5-9;13,16 speaks of merchants fromdgorands bringing commodities to Jerusalem.

b. Ps 72is a prayer of David for Solomon, bsittches to prophecy about the Messiah. Solomon
and his reign was a prophetic type or picturthefMessiah and His kingdom.

1. v10,11 speak of merchants bringing commaglitbeethe King's kingdom. The context in

which the original hearers would have heardwhas the kinds of items brought to Solomon.

2. 1l Chron 9:21 refers to gold, silver, ivoapes, and peacocks coming to him from Tarshish.
| Kings 10:10 says the Queen of Sheba brouglin®on gold, spices, and precious gems.

Business in and of itself is not sinful. It cesmout of normal human interaction: | have sonmetlyou

need but can’t provide so | make it. | have amided create something you want or need. You have

more skill at doing something than | do so youtdar imake it.

a. One might ask: Why would we need businességiaods and services on the new earth?
Technically, we don’t need homes or food or kirinbut we will have those things to enjoy.

b. Even in this fallen earth many people areusifiess for reasons other than to make a livitig. |
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their passion. They want to help and to bleéssrs or make society a better place to live; etc.
What about technology and machinery? Thera isl@erent idea that man-made objects aren’t
glorifying to God. But it is part of our God-givenandate to subdue the earth. Building, develgping
creating machinery (tools) is found in every cudtuit is one way we exercise dominion in the earth
a. Machinery and technology produces “things” thia present heaven there are what we call “man-

made objects” -- harps, trumpets, bowls, thronleshes, crowns. You can’t go to a tree and pick

a trumpet off of it. Someone has to take the mhta@sources created by God and make a trumpet.
b. Why is machinery not mentioned in the BibM/hy doesn’t the Bible talk about factories or
office workers or auto makers, etc.? None oséhings, that kind of technology, had not been
invented and developed yet. But, based on timeipte of continuity, we can’t rule them out.
Our God-given creativity doesn’t just produce dt produces science and technology. Thermis
reason to think we won’t use purified technolgg®m the old earth and invent new technologies as
we explore, utilize, and enjoy God’s creation.
a. Fallen men on a fallen earth have extendeddbeninion to the sky (we can fly) to the sea (we

can cross the ocean on top of or below the Wwadad to outer space (we landed on the moon).
b. Remember the new heavens. Heaven in Greek ebcktt includes the stars, planets, outer

space.

1. The billions of galaxies made by God willdestored to their original state just as earth will

be. Currently, God is the only one who seetrabs.
2. Ps 19:1--There is no reason to think we wexrfilore the renewed universe as God reveals
ever more of Himself to us through the wondéescreated.

D. Conclusion: We have much more to say aboulizations and cultures on the new earth but comside
these points as we close.

1.

What will we do when heaven comes to earth? tWilklife be like on the new earth? There wik b
continuity. We’'ll continue some of the same thimgsdid on earth, with the same passions and
drives.
a. Many of our gifts and talents are for the fatu not for this pre-life, but for the life to o, life
on the new earth..
b. When you know this, you can see that we ademger under the pressure of: If you don’t do it
now, if you don’t do it before you are old, by don’t do it before you die, it will never happen
Part of the tragedy of life in a sin cursedlea what appear to be lost opportunities: a tdu
singer who died at age two; a gifted writer wiawer learned to read or write because he was born a
slave; a talented athlete who never played spaetause he had to go to work in factory at agé/ave
when his dad died; etc., etc.
a. However, when you know that your destinthesnew earth (heaven on earth) you know that there
are no lost opportunities -- just an occasiquatponed one.
b. Redemption is big!! God is not going to l@sg/thing -- including the talents, abilities, and
desires He gave you to use to glorify Him. Yal fully fulfill that call on the new earth.



