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HEAVEN ON EARTH

A. Introduction: Heaven is the home of God and &figels and the place where Christians go whendigey

1.

Col 3:1,2--Risen, then, with Christ, you mu§tylour thoughts above, where Christ now sitshat t

right hand of God. You must be heavenly-mindexd,earthly minded. (Knox)

a. For many, if not most Christians, keepingmimds on heaven is difficult because we either have
little or no information about heaven or what deeknow is based on misinformation.

b. As aresult, Christians are robbed of ondefgreatest sources of encouragement and hope
available to us as we face the hardships af M& are going to heaven!!

c. If you have an accurate picture from the Biddlevhat heaven is, of what is ahead for those who
know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, you'lldhaw trouble fixing your thoughts on heaven.

We have already examined numerous scriptuggsdang heaven and have made these points:

a. Heavenis in the unseen realm. Not seen doesa@h not real. It just means we can't see it with
our physical eyes. We could say it this way: Heais in a different dimension.

b. Although heaven is currently invisible to beaven is a real place with real people who do real
things -- many of the same things we do on eartiere are things on earth which are patterned
after things in heaven, giving us a glimpse bawheaven is like. Man is made in the image of
God and earth is made in the image of heaven.

c. There is continuity in heaven -- continuity déntity and memory. People look like themselves.
People don't lose their memories of their life brgtand relationships. Death relocates people. It
doesn’t turn them into someone else.

d. Heaven is not other-worldly. The Bible refex$ieaven as a garden, a city, and a country or a
kingdom -- all terms that are familiar to ugnte that indicate heaven is a real place with ¢jeali
and attributes we would and will recognize.

e. We speak of life after this life as the aftexlifThat is a mistake. This life is the pre-lifEhe
greater and better part of our life will be in heav We will not lose anything by going to heaven.

As awesome as heaven sounds based on the wefgsdiscussed so far, most of us would say that

we’re going to miss earth -- not the hardships surffering of this life -- but the beauty and [geees

of this earth. But, the Bible gives us wonderfalvs. Heaven is coming to earth!

a. Heaven, where all who have died in the Lord neside, is temporary. When Jesus returns to this

earth, heaven will come to earth. In the futtwesgven will be on earth.

b. Right now, heaven and earth are separatednautiay they will be joined together and we will
live with the Lord on this earth -- earth as Goelated it to be, a perfect world. Scripturescill
the new heaven and the new earth. Rev 21: 53s; Isa 66:22: Il Pet 3:13

We still have more to say about what life ke lin the present, temporary heaven. But, befaget

to that, we need to introduce some concepts abedeavith the future heaven on earth.

B. God’s intention has always been to live with pterlive with His family, on earth. That’s howetiBible
begins and ends. Gen 3:8; Rev 21:3

1.

Heaven is God’s home. In the New Testamenwibrel paradise is used to mean the place where

those who have died in Christ dwell. Il Cor 12:dke 23:43; Rev 2:7

a. The word paradise is PARADEISOS meaning aadgdark or enclosed garden. Itis used in the
Septuagint ( Greek translation of the Old Testiainfor the Garden of Eden. Gen 2:8; Ezek 28:13
b. Before sin, God and man dwelled together in Ed&ut, when man fell, the way to Eden, the way
to heaven, God’'s home, was closed to man (GenZtp3At some point heaven or Eden became
invisible or unperceivable to men.
1. Jesus died to open the way to heaven, to thgeway to Eden, once again to man. Through
faith in Christ, men can now live in Eden, lire foresent invisible heaven.
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2. However, when Jesus returns to earth, Gddwile again have His home on earth. Earth
will be God’'s home. Earth will be heaven.

At the Incarnation when God took on flesh, Gathe from heaven to earth to live in time and space.
a. When Jesus returned to the invisible heavey fays after the resurrection, He

kept His physical body. He is in heaven waitiogeturn to live on earth once again.

b. At the end of this age when Jesus comes aGait will make time and space His permanent
home. As Jesus is God Incarnate, the new ealtitbe heaven incarnate.

Old Testament saints understood their destatiebthan most of us. They knew God would one day

establish a physical, visible kingdom on eartt #rat they would live with Him on this earth foesy

a. Job 19:25-27--In Job, the oldest book of theeB Job expressed the fact that he will one dagy |
again on this earth with the Lord.

b. Gen 5:18; Jude 14,15--Enoch, the seventh f&dam, prophesized that the Lord would one day

come to earth with all His saints and make thinght on the earth. Jude 14,15

c. Gen 50:24-26--Before Joseph died in Egyptnhde his relatives swear to take his bones with
them back to Canaan because he knew his bodiglweuaised and that is where he wants to live.

d. Ps 37:11,29--The psalms of Israel say thatrteek (humble, those who trust in the Lord) shall
inherit the earth. The righteous shall inh#éré earth forever.

e. Other than John the Apostle, the prophet Daras given more information about the end of this
age and the coming of the Lord to establishikiigdom on this earth than anyone else.

1. Daniel was over ninety when he was givenfihed message. Dan 12:13-- But go on now to
the end of your life and your rest; for youlwise again and have your full share of those last
days. (Living Bible)

2. Remember what rest means according to thie:Blbnbroken fellowship with God while
enjoying the beauty, blessing, and benefit, @ogision of God’s creation. That is what

heaven is. That is what heaven on earth will Dee Old Testament saints knew it.

The Jews believed that the Messiah would dngmyen to earth. They believed God would restore
Eden, and, by the time of Jesus’ first comingagdese had become the word used to mean the eternal
state of the righteous.

a. When Jesus came to earth the first time,dhes dvere looking for, waiting for the kingdom of

God to come to earth. Luke 23:51; Matt 3:2; Miati7; Luke 2:25; 38; etc.

b. After His resurrection Jesus spoke to His dissiabout the kingdom of God which led them to
ask: Are you at this time going to restore thegkiom, meaning establish your visible, everlasting
kingdom on this earth? Acts 1:3,6; Amos 9:14,15n B&7; etc.

C. Christians have trouble understanding our fubh@&ause they do not understand resurrection afehd.
Resurrection of the dead is a foundational teagcbfrscripture. Heb 6:1,2

1.

At physical death the inward man (spirit andlsand the outward man (physical body) separatee
outward man goes into the ground and the inwaad goes either to heaven or hell, depending on his
response to Jesus in this life.

a. Although you are still you when you are sefgatdrom your body -- you still look like you, you
retain your unique identity and your memorieské 16:19-31; Rev 6:9-11) -- you were not
created to live without your physical body.

b. God made men to live in physical bodies. Wilverlook at the creation of man we see that God
formed the physical body first. Gen 2:7
1. God gave men physical senses with which jmyehe sensory pleasures of earth -- sights,

smells, tastes, textures, tactile sensations.
2. If that thought makes you cringe, you haverbaffected by Greek thought -- the idea that
matter is evil. (Last week’s lesson)

God did not make men to be disembodied spifiitsat is a temporary state and it will be rectifa
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the resurrection of the dead.

a. Resurrection of the dead is not science fiabiosome scary “night of the living dead” typergto
1. Itis the reuniting of the inward man and tlweward man which were separated at death -- the

same person with the same body that died.

2. Atthe resurrection of the dead every moleailthe original body will be recovered and
made alive with eternal life, made incorrupibly the life of God and, we will be reunited
with our original body. | Cor 15:48-57

b. Sometimes, in talking about resurrection efdead, we say that we are going to get a new body.
Unfortunately, people take that to mean we aragyto get a different body.

1. Your body will be made new in the same wayng&pirit was made new at the new birth. At
the new birth you became a new creature (I1%d¥). You did not change into a different
person. It’'s still “you”, a “you” who has be#ansformed or made alive by the life of God.

2. The word new (KAINOS) means new in qualityl &uperior in character -- new in kind or
order as distinguished from merely new in pointime.

3. Jobsaid: In MY flesh I'll see God (v26). Paald: THIS mortal puts on immortality. THIS
corruption puts on incorruption (I Cor 15:53).

3. Phil 3:20,21--Our resurrection bodies will beelJesus’ resurrection body. His body is theqixqte

of ours. Our bodies will be beyond the touclsiaf corruption, and death, yet they will be pettiec

suited for a physical life on a physical, matee@th. Consider these points:

a. We see continuity. Jesus said His body wouldalsed (John 2:19-21). Just as He said, it was th
same Jesus who died on Calvary whom His disci@leso resurrection day (Luke 24:39).

b. His resurrection body could be seen and touclhtslwas not a ghost. (Luke 24:39,40). He could
walk and talk (Luke 24:13-3). He stood. He cowae His voice (John 21:4-6). He cooked,

ate, and drank (John 21:9-13; Luke 24:43; Actg1):

c. Hisinteraction with His disciples picked ught where they left off before His crucifixion. eH
talked with and taught His disciples just like Hid before He died. Luke 24: 44-49; Acts 1:3-8;
John 20:19-23; 24-29; John 21:15-22

4. Resurrection from the dead means the restarafithe physical body to live a physical life in a
physical world.

D. Yes, but doesn't the Bible say that earth isowthome -- we are pilgrims passing through. Aodsn’t
the Bible say that God is going to destroy theh®arBoth of those ideas come from misinterpretadion
the scriptures. Consider these points:

1. When Adam sinned in the garden, not only weee made subject to sin and death, but the entire
creation itself was infused with death, with cqtran.

a. Rom 8:20 says that the creation itself was nsatdgect to vanity, decay (Conybeare),
imperfection (28 Cent), not for some deliberate fault of its owm¢ix) not by its own choice,
but because of him who made it so (NEB).

b. Much of what we see in the earth today isthetearth as God created it, but the earth in bgsda
to sin and its consequences.

1. The natural laws in effect in the world, the's that govern the earth today, are largely the
result of sin. They came into being with ta# 6f man and the curse that came upon the

earth. Gen 3:17-19

2. Rom 5:12--When Adam sinned, sin entered thigechuman race. His sin spread death

throughout all the world, so everything begagrow old and die. (Living Bible)

c. Just as, in consequence of Adam'’s sin or secatiAdam’s sin, the earth, the material creation
was subjected to bondage, in consequence @daause of the salvation provided by Jesus, the
earth, the material creation will one day bewveeéd from the bondage and corruption of the

effects of sin. Rom 8:19-22
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1. Earth will not be destroyed. It will be renoset Earth has been corrupted by man’s sin, but
it will be reclaimed, redeemed, restored. (Moreadein upcoming lessons.)

2. The new earth is the old earth reclaimedgeeated, restored. And that is where we will live
for eternity. That is heaven.

2. We said earlier that heaven on earth is redaoes the new heaven and the new earth in siptu

a. New is the same word used to describe a neatwe in Christ -- the same person, but new in
quality and superior in character. Il Cor 5:17
1. The earth will be the same earth just asmaareature is the same person -- only transformed.
2. There will be a continuity between the présamth and the new earth just like there is

continuity between a new creature and an adtare and there will be continuity between
our mortal body and our resurrection body.

b. New means new in kind or order as distingudsinem merely new in point of time.

1. Il Pet 3:10-13 tells us that the very elemeiffithe material creation will be altered. Elements
in the Greek (STOICHEIOU) means the most basic etemof nature. Dissolved literally
means loose as a bandage (John 11:44). Me&liOins the same word.

2. The earth is under a curse as a result of Adam.sBut, it will be purged by the fire of
God’s word (Jer 23:29). Just as God spoke His wothe beginning and created the original
heavens and earth He will speak and atoms witHlite be loosed and put back together in a
new heaven and new earth -- the material univeigased from the bondage of corruption.

3. Yes, but what about verses like, “Heaven amtherill pass away”, and “We are only sojourners
passing through. This earth is not our home.”!?

a. Heaven (meaning the material heavens abovandisg¢arth AS IT IS will pass away -- not because
it will be destroyed, but because it will be seated, changed, and transformed.

b. When the Bible talks about us being sojourndrs are only passing through it means earth AS IT
IS. We are passing through not because we wor®tfbvever on earth, but because we won'’t
liveforever on this earth AS IT IS. We are combagk to live on earth as it will be, heaven on
earth.

D. Conclusion: We still have much more to say datb@maven on earth, but consider this point as weecl
1. The Holy Spirit used Peter to write the worldew# the earth being dissolved and the earth ngettird
it didn’t scare him. In fact, is was a sourcénope at a difficult time.
2. Peter’s second epistle was written shortly eefer was martyred for his faith. He knew hisdeath
was imminent. |l Pet 1:13,4
a. Peter, who was raised as an Old Covenant Jéwlo spent many hours listening to Jesus
discuss the coming kingdom recorded these wor&.ell3:13--But we are looking forward to
God'’s promise of new heavens and a new earth aitelsywhere there will be only
goodness.(Living Bible)
b. Knowledge of what lay ahead for him broughtePstrength and hope as he faced the hardships of
life. Because Peter knew the truth about heaveras easy for him to keep his mind on heaven!



