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TCC--735
AUTHORITY TO REIGN

Introduction: We are discussing the kingdonGafd. There are many aspects to the kingdom of God
which are worth considering. In this part of study we are focusing on the fact that the wordj#tom
means reign and the kingdom of God is therefoeee¢ign of God.

1.

God has created a material, physical realm wich He desires to reign. His plan was and ute

and reign through men to whom He has given damiand authority.

a. The Bible begins and ends with God reigningarth through men. Gen 1:26; Rev 5:10; 22:3-5

b. One of the blessings and benefits of being lagain, of becoming a son or daughter of God
through faith in Jesus Christ, is the abilitylgumivilege of reigning in life through our God-giv
authority. Rom 5:17--Reign as kings. (Amp)

Because we are born of God we have authoritghwive are to use to reign in this life. Few Claiss

know that and fewer Christians walk in in theirlaurity.

a. As aresult, we ask God to give us things Hedfraady given us instead of learning how to walk
in His provision. We wait for God to do things tl#e has told us to do. And we are afraid in the
face of things we have no reason to fear -- alabee we do not understand our authority.

b. Ex 14:15,16--At the edge of the Red Sea, wherchildren of Israel cried out to God because
they were trapped, God told Moses: You do somgtabout it! Use the authority | have given
you to part the Red Sea!!

Authority is delegated power. One who is defedas sent with permission to act for another. sbk

had no power in and of himself to part the Red S&a, he was authorized by God to act for God and

administer the power of God in that situation.

a. A policeman has authority or delegated powés.has no power in and of himself to stop traffic.
Yet traffic stops because drivers recognizepthwer of the government which the policeman

represents.

b. The value of the authority depends upon thesforcpower behind the one who is authorized. Our
authority is backed by the power of God.

In this lesson we want to continue our diseussif reigning through our God-given authority. We

want to discuss what it means to reign in lifd aow and why we can do it.

If you are going to reign in life and walk intaarity you must understand that the troublesfefdio not
come from God. Each of the following points coht&lentire lessons, but we need to make reference to
them to lay a foundation for our discussion.

1.

2.

Before God created the heavens and the eadtman, He created all the angelic hosts (ang&s)x
ruled over a kingdom of angelic beings in thevieadies (the invisible realm). Ps 103:20,21; etc.
a. Atsome point in eternity past, there aroggospion to the rule of God the King and a reballio
occurred in the unseen realm or the heaverttizsk 28:1-11; Isa 14:12-14
1. The first rebel was Lucifer, an angel or tedebeing. This being became God'’s adversary or
Satan. The word Satan means adversary.
2. Lucifer or Satan enticed numerous angelsitohhim in rebellion and he set up his own
counterfeit kingdom (Rev 12:3,4,9). The realinmis kingdom was in the heavenlies.
b. God then made the material world, created AdathEve, and gave them dominion in the earth.
However, Satan enticed Adam and Eve to disobsy G
1. When they sinned and disobeyed God the ugKihg, they submitted themselves to the
rule of Satan and turned their God-given rightulership over to the devil. Luke 4:6
2. Satan’s kingdom, Satan’s reign, which ughtt time had only existed in the heavenlies, was
established on earth. Adam and Eve, and teireAdam, became subjects of the kingdom
of Satan. Itis a kingdom of darkness, deegitl lawlessness.
Satan became the god of this world (Il Cor 443am’s sin produced a fundamental change in the
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nature of man which showed up in his childrerda’s son Cain murdered his brother Abel and then
lied about it (Gen 4:1-9). Murder and lies dre thief characteristics of Satan (John 8:44).

a. The earth is now populated with fallen merhwite nature of Satan in them who do the works of
the devil. Satan works on, in, and through teewreck havoc in the earth. Eph 2:1-3
1. Ezek 28:1-10 speaks of the King of Tyre who assumed a place of rulership over Israel

that belonged to God alone. But v12-19 speak®s @mgelic being (cherub) working out his
purposes through the earthly king of Tyre.

2. Isa 14:4-11 speaks of an earthly king, thegkaf Babylon, and then transitions to an unseen
power (Lucifier) working through the king.

b. Satan is not omnipresent. He carries ouwitrd of his kingdom through fallen angels or
demons. His kingdom has rank and organizath. 6:12
1. Principalities are beings that, through pepplle nations and large areas of the world.

Powers are of slightly lesser rank, probablgisters associated in government.

2. Rulers of the darkness or this world sugdesitsgs with a ministry of deception, focusing
especially people who influence the thouglat &if others.

3.  Wicked spirits in the heavenlies are innurbkr®eings (demons) who interact with people,
stirring up grosser sins and deceptions, anpassions, sensual desires, and religious
deceptions.

c. The devil and his invisible followers influenbumanity through deception, through oppression,
obsession, and possession -- all of which predgch of the hell and heartache in the world.

3. Adam’s sin produced not only a change in thership of this earth and in the nature of man, it
produced a fundamental change in the earth ig@kth results in pain and heartache for humanity.
a. When Adam and Eve disobeyed God the eartlfiviss affected. A curse came into this earth

(Gen 3:17-19). The curse or consequence a$slrath in all its various forms.

1. Rom 5:12--When Adam sinned, sin entered thigeehuman race. His sin spread death
throughout all the world, so everything begagrow old and die, for all sinned. (Living
Bible)

2. Jesus said in Matt 6:19: In this earth maitd rust corrupt and thieves break in and steal.

b. You must understand that the natural laws whre presently in effect in the earth -- which
produce things like killer storms, deadly eaukes, droughts, famines, germs that make men
sick -- are the result of the effects of Adails on this earth.

c. Not only is the earth itself affected by $int our physical bodies which came out of the dfist
the earth have been affected by sin. They anemortal or doomed to die. They are corruptible
or subject to sickness, weakness, and aging.

4. As we said, each of these points is a whokolesn and of itself. The point for our discussisthis:

a. You must understand that the hardships ardrsad of life are here because of sin (beginning
with Adam’s sin) and are ultimately traceablelbto Satan as the first rebel in the universe.

b. And, the devil and his demons are actively@tk influencing the hearts and minds of men to
keep them blinded to the reality of God and kiiigdom and to motivate them to continue to act
in a way that is contrary to God.

c. If you believe your troubles come from God itlwiake you passive in the face of things you
need to actively resist with your God-given auttyoin your life and the lives of those around
you.

C. How does all of this play out in real life? Bdbis mean we can stop the troubles and hardshige?
Let's answer that question by looking at Jes@sud shows us a what a man ruling and reigningin a
cursed earth dominated by the prince of the paivdre air looks like.

1. Jesus is God become a man without ceasing @olde While on earth He did not live as God. He
lived as a man. That is how Jesus could be,tiredhungry, be tempted to sin. That is how Hddtou
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die. Jesus did all of those things in His huityaMatt 4:1; Mark 11:12; Heb 2:14; etc.

a. We are commanded to walk as Jesus did (1 d@)n Jesus said we can do the works that He did
(John 14:12). If Jesus did what He did as G&dde did what He did out of His deity, then we
can’'t do it because we are not God.

b. Jesus lived as a man in dependence on therfFatte did His works by the power of the Father in
Him. John 6:57; John 14:10; Acts 10:38; etc.

1. Jesus lived as a man with authority. Mat®7Matt 9:6,8; Mark 1:27; Luke 4:36; etc.

2. He was authorized to wield the power of Hashier, destroy the works of the devil, and set
captive humanity free from bondage. | John Buke 4:18; etc.

In John 16:33 Jesus told His followers andhas we will have tribulation in this world (pressur

affliction, suffering, trouble). But, we can begood cheer (take courage, be confident, nessr lo

heart) because He has overcome (conquered, wondiory over) the world.

a. The fact that Jesus has overcome the worldyeed news for His followers in two ways.

1. Through His death, burial, and resurrectiesud made it possible for us to be born again

which makes us world overcomers by birth, meauwhority, like Him. | John 5:4

2. In His earth ministry Jesus showed us how sb&od live, how men who are overcomers,
men of authority, live -- how we can potentidiVe because we have authority.

b. The authority we have been given does natmtleat we can stop or remove all the troubles and
hardships of life. That won’t happen until Jesomes back to earth.

c. It means that, like Jesus, we can exercideodty over the powers of the air and the condgion
they produce through manipulating the minds ehrand the circumstances on this earth.
Consider these examples from the ministry ofiSes
1. Alldisease is ultimately traceable backii® devil as the first rebel in the universe.
Sometimes disease and physical infirmity isaiyecaused by devils. Jesus exercised
authority over both categories. Luke 4:38,3%&.(13:11-16; etc.

2. Deadly storms are traceable back to Satéimeafirst rebel in the universe. The natural laws
that are in effect in this earth are the restithe curse in the earth because of sin. Jests h
dominion over such storms. Mark 4:36-41

3. When necessary, Jesus suspended the laws of tatless men. Fish and loaves were
multiplied (John 6:5-14). Water became wine (JBHr11). A man was empowered to walk
on water (Matt 14:27-33). The dead were raisddagJohn 11:41-44); etc.

4. When Peter was being influenced by the dewily to stop Jesus from going to the Cross,
Jesus dealt with the devil behind Peter's wokdistt 16:21-23

When Adam disobeyed God in the Garden and @b8g&an he turned his God-given right of rulership

over to the devil. Jesus came to earth and teahie cross to break the power of the devil oker t

human race and over the earth in order to restamgan His God-given authority.

a. Because of Adam’s sin all men are born infmlan race, born sinners under the dominion or

reign of death (Rom 5:12-19). Jesus became asmé#te could taste death for every man at the

Cross. Heb 2:9
1. Jesus joined us in death to take us throughhdeat bring us out of death -- and thereby

break the authority and power of devil over the harrace.

2. Heb 2:14--So that through death he mightlbtea power of him (NEB), in order that by his
death he might dethrone (Goodspeed) him tHdtthe dominion of death, That is the
adversary (Rotherham), who had authority oeathl (Weymouth), the lord of death, that is,
the Devil (Conybeare).

b. Death had dominion over Jesus for a time (B@h Jesus Himself said that the crucifixion was
the hour of the power of darkness. Luke 22:58}-the dark Power has its way. (Moffatt)

c. The devil thought he had conquered Jesusghrthe crucifixion. But God beat the devil at his
own game and made Jesus a sacrifice for SGor R:8 says that had Satan known what God was
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going to do through the crucifixion he would hatve inspired it (Luke 22:3; Acts 2:23).

4. Because of the value of His person (the God}@sus was able to pay the price for sin. Onee th
price for our sin was paid, because Jesus hathnaf His own, death could no longer hold him.

a.

b.

The resurrection was opposed by the powerseddith If they could have stopped the resurrection

they would have.

1. Butthe power of God which raised Jesus ftioendead prevailed and triumphed over all
principalities and powers, might and dominigph 1:19-21

2. Col 2:15--And He disarmed the Principaliies the Powers [which fought against Him].
(Conybeare); and the hostile princes and rulerstripped off from Himself. (Weymouth)

The resurrection was a tremendous manifestafithe power of God. Jesus defeated the powers

of the air as a man by the power of God.

5. But, it's more than that. In His death, buraid resurrection Jesus was the representative hian.
was there for us as us. What happened to Him hagpenus. When He triumphed over the powers of
darkness so did we. His resurrection was our restion.

a.

b.

C.

Eph 1:19,20 and Eph 2:1is all one thoughanfv20 “and set him...” to the end of v23 is a

parenthesis. The same verb is used for raShrgst from the dead and for making us alive who

were dead in sins. The same act that raismsts JBbove all the power of the enemy raised us.

1. Eph 2:5,6 says that we were raised with Clnst seated with Him in heavenly places. Jesus
is now seated at the right hand of the Father (H8h That is a position of authority.

2. To be seated with Christ in heavenly placeams that we have been given the same position
of authority He had and has. Matt 28:18,19

Through the new birth we have union with Cihri/e are joined to Him as truly as a branch is

joined to a vine. We become part of His bote is the head and we each a particular member.

The same act that raised the head raisedtihe brhe body holds the same position as the head.

Every rebel power in the universe is under tet bf Jesus. That means, even if you hold the

lowest position possible in the body of Chrikgyt are under you as well. Eph 1:22

D. Conclusion: We have not said all there is Waaout authority but consider these points aslosec
1. Through the Cross and the new birth we hava hathorized to exercise dominion or power in the
earth. Authority is expressed through wordsatEhow did it (Matt 8:9). Jesus issued words of
command which produced physical, tangible resuits He reigned in life.
2. We have to learn what authority we have. Weehiavearn what we are authorized to speak to.
And,we have to learn to get our mouth under coranal speak in agreement with God.

a.

b.

Because we are born again we are now men whau#rerized to destroy the works of the devil
in our lives and the lives of our loved ones asiSesd when He was on this earth.

God has authorized us to speak His word ofgodabring the reign of God, the power and
provision of His kingdom, into our situationetLus take this responsibility seriously and lgarn
walk in our authority effectively so we can nei life as Jesus did.



