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STAND YOUR GROUND

A. Introduction: For several weeks we have beting about authority. Authority is delegated pawe
Authority is permission to act for another, initheame, backed by their power.
1. God made men to reign on this earth as Hisundiers. Gen 1:26; Ps 8:4-6; Rev 5:10; etc .

a.

b.

C.

Man’s God-given authority was lost when Adanmed in the Garden. But, Jesus, through His
death, burial, and resurrection regained marssduthority and dominion. Eph 1:19-2:6

Because we are born again we now have the gasitgon of authority Jesus has at the right hand
of the Father, and we are now to reign in Iyedhrist Jesus. Rom 5:17

We are to show Jesus to this world by exergislis authority in His name and by doing His
works by His power in and through us. | Johry 2dhn 14:12-14; Matt 27:18-20; etc.

2. If you are going to walk in the authority tld&sus obtained for you in His resurrection victgoy

a.

must understand some things about the nature ah this sin cursed earth.
At the Cross the devil was judged but he tsypbsubjugated. The devil's authority over the

human race was broken but he has not yet beenveghifrom human contact.

b.

1. Atthe return of Jesus every knee will bowl amery tongue confess that Jesus is Lord --
including the devil. And he will be permangnttmoved from human contact. John 12:31;
Rev 20:10

2. Right now, the deuvil still has some time Ilfitthis earth, and he goes about seeking people to
devour. | Pet5:8

When we say “devil” we are using the term m&nalusive word meaning the devil himself, his

works, and the multitudes of demons who inhtdgtinvisible realm on this earth. Remember:

1. The hardships and suffering of life are Heeause of sin (beginning with Adam’s sin) and
are ultimately traceable back to Satan asitberébel in the universe.

2. The devil and his demons are actively at woflkencing the hearts and minds of men to
keep them blinded to the reality of God and kiiigdom and to motivate them to continue to
act in ways that are contrary to God.

3. The authority we have been given does not megnate can stop or remove all the troubles
and hardships of life (John 16:33). It means likatJesus we can exercise authority over the
devil and his demons and the conditions they predinmugh manipulating the minds of men
and the circumstances on this earth.

3. Eph 6:11,12 says we wrestle with the devil.e8fe comes from a word that means to vibrate. The
devil tries to shake us or sway us off of Godwavthrough wiles or mental strategies or deceit.

a.

C.

Satan presents us with lies. A lie is anghimat contradicts God’s word. Satan comes td stea
the word of God through thoughts, circumstanpessecutions, afflictions, etc. Mark 4:13-20;
Matt 13:18-23

We don’t battle the devil because we alreagfgated him and his works through and with our
Substitute, the Lord Jesus Christ. We mustreefbis defeat in our lives by using God’s armor
which is His word. Ps 91:4--His faithful proragsare your armor. (Living Bible)

In this lesson we want to continue our disiusef how to enforce the devil’s defeat.

B. The same epistle that tells us how we were daigewith Christ and hold the same position of Auity
Jesus has, far above principalities and powess,talls us how to enforce the devil’s defeat. B@©0-17
1. To deal with the devil we are told to put oa #rmor of God. Put on means to sink into as cigth
The word can be used literally or figuratively.

a.

Some have mistakenly taken this to mean: €ebb with the devil, imagine yourself putting on the

specific pieces of armor listed in the passagt, that misses the point and it doesn’t work.

1. Everyone to whom this epistle was written wdwdde been familiar with Roman armor and
how effective it was. The Roman army was unbdatabhe idea being conveyed here is

1



TCC--739
that if you use God’s word properly you will bebh@atable in your encounters with the deuvil.

2. The pieces of armor listed represent specitegories of information from the word of God
which we need if we are going to effectivelyane the devil’'s defeat.

b. The Greek word ENDUO (put on) is used elsewlethe Bible to describe what happens to us at
the new birth -- we put on Christ (Gal 3:27ard what happens to us at the resurrection of the
dead -- our bodies put on immortality (I Cor3®54).

1. Theidea is that there is a complete and aeemt transformation when you put on Christ and
when you put on immortality.

2. To put on the armor of God means that younkthg is permanently transformed or your

mind is renewed. Rom 12:2--But be transfornadhged) by the [entire] renewal of your

mind -- by its new ideals and its new attitudéAmp).

2. In other words, if you are going to effectivelyforce the devil’s defeat, you must learn to sedity

as it truly is. Reality is everything as God sies

a. Reality is found in the word of God. God’s wisdruth (John 17:17). The word truth means
“the reality lying at the basis of an appearan¢@’.E. Vine’s Dictionary)

b. There is more to reality than the informatyaur senses give you. There are unseen realities.
you are going to enforce the devil’'s defeat yaust learn to see things from God’s point of view.
1. Luke 13:11-17--Jesus encountered a daughiraham, a woman in covenant relationship

with God. God was her healer, her doctor, 1EX26; etc.), yet she was bound by the devil
for eighteen years because, for whatever reasendid not know and act on who she was and
what she had in reality.

2. Matt 14:25-33--Peter, in reality a man whaldovalk on water, almost drowned because he
had more faith in what he could see and fest the did in the word of Jesus.

3. Matt 10:1; Matt 17:14-20--Men who were empaosaeby Jesus to cast out devils were unable
to cast a devil out because of their unbeligiey did not see and act on reality as it truly is
and were unable to enforce the devil’'s defeat..

3. The challenges of life, the hardships and pélife are real but the power of God is more teaough

to enable us to stand our ground until we expegevictory in our situation.

a. The devil knows that if you know who you anel avhat you have because of the Cross and the
new birth there is NO STOPPING you. His onlyveo over you is the lie -- to convince you to
believe and act on a lie and give up or backrdowthe situation.

1. So he bombards you with lies: You aren’tbu¥can’t! You have no power here. This is
hopeless. It's not working. It hasn’'t workedhe past, it won’'t work now, etc., etc.

2. We aren't saying problems aren’t real, wesagng that, according to the word of God,
according to reality as it truly is, everythipgu see is temporary and subject to change by the
power of God.

b. So, you have to learn from the word of God liowelease the power of God in your situation and
then be able to stand your ground while the paWé&od through the word of God works in your
situation.

C. Eph 6:13 says it this way: We put on God’s arsmthat we can withstand, and having done ahdst
1. The word withstand means to set oneself agamgis translated resist in | Pet 5:9 and Jamés 4.
a. To resist the devil you must know that Sasathé source of the trouble (directly or indirertind
that you are authorized to stand against andlayethe works of the devil in your life.
b. You must recognize the lies of the enemy iarygituation and stand against them or resist
them with the truth of God’s word.
2. Having done all literally means having overcaatie All, in context, is the devil and his attack
a. Rev 12:11 speaks of the saints of God ovemgithie devil by the blood of the Lamb, the word of
their testimony, and loving not their lives ui®ath. We’ll focus on the first two elements
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(blood of the Lamb and word of our testimony) bonsider a few points about the last one.

1. The context is dying as a martyr. Most ofwes't be called to do that, but, if we are, God’s
grace will be there to enable us to do it. At&4-60

2. But, if you can develop this attitude as yolefttte hardships of life: The worst thing that can
happen to me is that I'll die and go to be withudgshat attitude can help you deal with fear.
Fear can keep you from exercising your authoritgatively. (another lesson for another day)

The blood of the Lamb has to do with what §dswas done for us, provided for us, through His

death, burial, and resurrection which made pbsshe new birth.

1. Because of the death, burial, and resurrecidesus we now have authority. Through the
new birth we have become partakers of eterfeahihd have union with Jesus Christ.

2. Paul began his instructions on how to enforeedigvil’'s defeat with the statement: Eph 6:10-
-For the future, find strength in your union wittetLord and in the power which comes his
might (20" Cent). You are in union with the resurrected Léegdus Christ who triumphed
over death, hell, and the grave.

a. You faced and defeated the devil legally tisands years ago in and through your
Substitute, Jesus Christ.
b. You now face the devil in vital union withet Lord Jesus Christ. You are the victor!!

To the blood of the Lamb, you must add the wadrgour testimony. Testimony is authoritative

evidence based on observation or knowledge. Whargive testimony in court you tell what you

know to be true to the best of your knowledge.

1. There are two elements involved in the wdrduw testimony. One is knowledge of God’s
word which reveals what He has done for uséthrough Jesus Christ. The second is
action. We believe and then we speak what liz@ddone for us.

2. Believe comes from two Anglo-Saxon word: Bejahlmeans to live or exist, and lifan,
which conveys the thought of accordance. To belmeans to live in accordance with. The
number one way you express your agreement withhamyis through the words of your
mouth. Authority is exercised through words. M&a8,9

At the moment you believe and say what God séput you the situation, you have overcome.

The moment you take your stand on God’s wordsp@ak it out you have enforced Satan’s

defeat. You have won. | John 5:4

1. Once you have recognized the devil’s lies@sisted them with the truth, you have
overcome. Then, you stand in the power andagity of the Lord until the devil and his

works back down.

2. Eph 6:11--Clothe yourself with the whole pglyoarmor) that comes from God, for the sole
purpose that you may have explosive and dynamiger to stand proud and upright, face to
face, and eyeball to eyeball against the rdlaalsthe slanderer would try to pave into your
mind. (REV)

3. Once you have resisted the devil or set youagglinst him and have overcome by the blood of the
Lamb and the word of your testimony you must rsd&nd. This word is used three times in the
passage in Eph 6--v11,13,14.

a.

b.

The word means to cause to stand, to stamd tiirestablish, to firmly place. To stand means t

stand your ground, your position of victoryand through Christ.

Once you take your stand on God’s word theckttioesn’t always stop immediately. The devil

seeks to intimidate you. If you back down frgaur stand on God’s word he won’t go, he won'’t

stop. We see that clearly demonstrated in tinéstry of Jesus.

1. In Matt 8:28-32 Jesus came upon a man who wssegeed with many devils. Notice: The
devils knew who Jesus was and said to Him, “If gast us out”. Jesus’ presence there as a
man of authority did not mean they automaticallg taleave. Jesus had to use His authority
and command them to go.
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2. In Mark 1:23-27 Jesus went into the synagamesday and there was a man present who had
a devil. Jesus commanded the devil to leadetlaa devil threw one more fit before he left --
and the unclean spirit threw the man into cdsions. (NEB)

3. InJohn 4:47-53 Jesus prayed for the son offariab. The son was at the point of death. As

the man returned home he was met by servants vidhdita that the son was not dead. The
man asked when he began to get better. The fegke lat the hour Jesus prayed, but the
implication is that a process of recovery took plac

Why does it work this way? No one knows fortairat this point. But, consider these thoughts.

1. It seems that Satan has been given free feigntime. Bible scholars sometimes call this
“Adam’s lease”. Adam was given rulership (Whtee relinquished to Satan) for a specific
period of time and Satan is finishing out thease”.

2. Satan is reluctant to go and only does sberface of one who knows his authority.

Remember the seven sons of Sceva in Acts 19 13Although they used the name of Jesus

to try to cast out a devil it didn’t work.

This didn’t seem to bother Jesus so we don'tlhedet it bother us. Just accept it and dedh wit

it. The problem for most of us is that we pray ahthere are no immediate changes, we waver.

1. Jesus told us in Mark 11:23,24 that the fdidt moves mountains, the authority that kills fig
trees, does not doubt or waver.

2. What if Jesus would have wavered when Hetbastievil out of the man in the synagogue?
The devil would not have come out -- just likdidn’t for Jesus’ disciples in Matt 17.

D. Conclusion: We haven't said all there is to ahput enforcing the devil's defeat, but considese

points.
1.

If you are going to experience the victory thas purchased for you at the Cross you have to tea
assess yourself and your situation -- not acagrth what you can see -- but according to what you
can’t see. Your senses don’t have access tbheapiertinent information about your situation.

a.

Il Cor 5:15-17--Christ died for us all, sotthaing alive should no longer mean living with our
own life, but with his life who died for us ahds risen again (Knox). Once convinced of this,
then, | estimate no one by what is externalndtieugh | once estimated Christ by what is
external, |1 no longer estimate him thus (Mojfaffherefore, if any one is in union with Chrisg

is a new being (ZbCent), his old being has passed away, and behiblias become new
(Conybeare).

From the outside, according to the flesh, degs a Jewish carpenter. In Matt 17:1-8 Jesus was
transfigured in front of His disciples. Thesemore to that than we can talk about now, but
consider this point: Jesus looked a lot diffiéei@n the inside than He did on the outside.

Because of your union with Christ you are mugjgér and much more powerful on the inside than on
the outside. You are part of His body and thatN&lyou are dealing with is under His and your feet.
We are to be strong in the power of His might. n8tgour ground and enforce the devil's defeat.



