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SONS WITH AUTHORITY

A. Introduction: We have been talking about outhatty as sons of God in connection with a larger
discussion of the kingdom of God. We want to carg our discussion in this lesson.
1. God made men in His image and likeness. Thd teigns and He created men with the capacity to
reign as He does. God made men to reign andasuldis under rulers on this earth. Gen 1:26

a.

Ps 8:4-6--What was weak man that thou shoutdake mention of him? Or the son of the
earthborn that thou shouldest set him in ch@Rgeherham)? For thou hast made him but a little
lower than God, and crowned him with glory amdidur (RV). You gave him authority over

Your creation, making everything subservientita fHarrison).

b.

1. The Bible begins and ends with God reignhtgiigh men who exercise dominion on this
earth. Rev 5:10; 22:3-5

2. One of the blessings of becoming God’s sotaighter through faith in Christ is the ability
to reign in this life. Rom 5:17--Reign as ksngAmp)

Because we are born of God we have autharitgign in this life. Authority is delegated power

1. A policeman has authority or delegated powée.has no power in and of himself to stop
traffic. Yet traffic stops because driversageize the power of the government which the
policeman represents.

2. The value of the authority depends upon dinesf or power behind the one who is authorized.
Our authority is backed by the power of God.

2. We need authority because we have an enenag\arsary (Satan) who desires to destroy what God

a.

loves as he seeks to oppose God. | Pet 5:86H# Eph 2:2

All the hell and heartache in this earth tandtely traceable back to the devil as the fiestel in

the universe, as the one who successfully eh#daam and Eve to disobey God. Isa 14:12-14;

Ezek 28:12-19; Gen 3:1-6

1. Adam’s sin brought a curse on this earth (&&@-19; Rom 5:12) which altered the natural
laws, resulting in killer storms, deadly eartbges, droughts, famines, disease germs, etc.
Because of Adam’s sin our bodies are now stibjesickness, weakness, and aging.

2. When Adam sinned he turned his God-givenaiithover to Satan who became the god of
this world (Luke 4:6; 1l Cor 4:4). The devité his demons are actively act work influencing
the hearts and minds of men to keep them biindehe reality of God and His kingdom and
to motive them to continue to act in ways cantrto God.

Jesus came to earth and went to the Crosstore to men the dominion and authority that was

lost in the fall of man in Adam.

1. In His earth ministry Jesus showed us how afeuthority live -- how we can potentially
live because we have authority.

2. Through His death, burial, and resurrectiesud made it possible for us to be born again and
become world overcomers by birth, men and woofeuthority. | John 5:4

The authority we have been given does not nite@nate can stop or remove all the troubles and

hardships of life (John 16:33). It means that lksus we can exercise authority over the devil

and his demons and the conditions they producegfronanipulating the minds of men and the
circumstances on this earth.

B. Authority is delegated power. The fact thatlveere authority means that God has authorized usddis
power to rule and reign over the power of the gnem
1. In Eph 1:16-19 the Holy Spirit inspired Pauptay for Christians. One of the things Paul pcayeas
that they would know the exceeding greatnessanf &power toward believers. It is the same power
that raised Christ from the dead.

a.

At the Cross Jesus died for us as us and lbtaigaed to the dominion of death and him who has
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the power of death, the devil. His resurrecti@s opposed by all the powers of darkness.

Rom 6:9; Heb 2:14; Col 2:15

1. Because of the tremendous opposition, themagion of Jesus involved the greatest display
of the power of God ever.

2. Eph 1:19--The Holy Spirit inspired Paul tedsur Greek words to describe the power
demonstrated in the resurrection: power (DUNZDS), working (ENERGEIAN), mighty
power is literally the strength (KRATOUS) ofdHnight (ISCHOUS).

b. God’'s power was so great that it brought Jesti®f death, hell, and the grace and set Hirhet t
Father’s right hand -- a position of authorily &bove all power, might dominion, and “any tdfe
sovereignty that can be named.” (NEB) Eph 1:20,2

2. Jesus went to the Cross for us as us. Hedooklace and, in a legal act, satisfied the clas

Justice against us for our sin. In the mind otiGdrom the standpoint of Justice, Jesus’ deathaua

death, His burial was our burial, and His resttrom was our resurrection.

a. Eph 1:19,20 and Eph 2:1 is all one thoughbnFv20 “and set him...” to the end of v 23 is a

parenthesis. The same verb is used for raishrgtdrom the dead and for making us alive who

were dead in sins. The same act that raisedCom the dead raised us, too -- from the stand
point of God.

b. Eph 2:5,6 says that we were raised up withs€hnd seated with Him in heavenly places at the
right hand of the Father. To be seated withstihm heavenly places means we have been given
the same position of authority Jesus has.

c. All of this was done for us, for the churdBph 1:22--And has set him up as head of everything
for the church. (Phillips)

1. That's why Jesus can say: All authorityiiseeg to Me -- now you go! (Matt 28:18,19). The
Head exercises His authority through His balg,church.

2. Jesus has shared His authority with us. évtthis delegated power. The power that backs
us is the power that raised Christ from theddéae power that has already conquered the
devil -- all his forces and all his works.

3. As wonderful as all of this is, there is mavatt Jesus took our place at the Cross and bygdgr

our sins and rising from the dead He has givea lagal right to exercise His authority -- justaas

policeman has the legal right to exercise his@utthwith the backing of the government..

a. But, policemen are not sons of the governm&he Cross of Christ made possible the new birth
which makes us sons of God by birth. As sonameeheirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus

Christ. His position, His authority, is our pi@n, our authority. | John 5:1; Rom 8:17; etc.

1. Through the new birth we have union with 8t living, vital union of our spirit with His
Spirit. We are joined to Christ as truly dsranch is to a Vine. | Cor 6:17; John 15:5; etc.

2. Through the new birth we have become parsaégkthe uncreated life and nature of God.
God is in us by His life. We are members ofi§€thl John 5:11,12; Il Pet 1:4; | Cor 6:15

b. You face the devil and his works in union vtllle One who defeated him in earth ministry and in
His resurrection victory and you are authoriedpeak in His name and wield His power.

C. As Christians we are supposed to live and wadkeas Jesus lived and walked. Jesus said thed thioo
believe on Him are to do the works that He digbhn 2:6; John 14:12
1. In Mark 16:17,18 Jesus gave a list of the kiofdhings those who believe on Him are to do.
a. Cast out devils, speak with new tongues, tgkeerpents, drink deadly things without harm, lay
hands on the sick.
b. One quick note about take up serpents and deaklly things. A lot of silly stuff has been done
in the name of that provision. It is a promisguaftection from deadly things in this earth because
we have dominion over them -- like Paul shakinfgagboisonous snake. Acts 28:3-5
2. InJohn 14:9-14 Jesus explained how those wheve on His will do the works He did.
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a. Inv13,14 Jesus said whatever we ask in Hisende would do. This is not a “prayer” verse in
the sense of us asking Jesus to do somethingsfor
1. Jesus said in John 16:23,24 that when wetpragk God for something we are to ask the

Father in Jesus’ name and the Father will do it

2. These verses in John 14 do not mention theeFaJesus said He will do what we ask.

b. The word ask is used a number of ways in the Nestament -- including to demand something
due. Look how the word is used elsewhere iipaae.

1. Luke 23:23--But they were insistent and utggamanding with loud cries that he should be
crucified. And their voices prevailed -- acqaished their purpose. (Amp); Luke 12:48--

They will require and demand the more. (Amp)

2. Acts 3:14--You demanded the release of a arerd(Rieu); Acts 13:21--And when, after a
while, they demanded a king. (2Gent); Acts 13:28--And yet demanded his execuftiom
Pilate. (20 Cent)

c. These verse in John 14 are not talking abentashding something from God. The word ask is
used in the context of doing the works of Jesughat you demand of devils and disease
1. We have an example of how this works in Acis8. Peter and John encountered a lame

man begging at the temple. When the man aalkesl of them, Peter said he had no silver or
gold, but that he would give what he had.

2. Peter then commanded the man to walk in éimeenof Jesus and the man was healed. Peter
had authority. He was authorized to do theksaf Jesus.

3. Peter knew he was acting in Jesus’ place thélsame authority Jesus had. Peter did what
Jesus would have done if He were there. Retea captive free by the power of God.

How did Peter do what he did at the temple dag®? We find out in John 14:12 where Jesus &aid t

those who believe on Him can do His works. Netite context.

a. In answer to a request that Jesus show thefRather, Jesus said: If you’ve seen me you've the
Father because the Father in me does the wdiRs.

1. Jesus in His humanity had no more power &b then anyone else. It was the Father in Him
who did the work.

2. The power of the Father healed people andesgile free as Jesus spoke His Father’'s words
His Father in Him did the work.

b. Itisin this context that Jesus said: Yoddlthe same works | do as you speak my words. | i
you will do the works through you just as theéhiéa in me does the works through me as | speak.

c. Atthe Gate Beautiful Jesus the Head workeekercised His power through Peter the hand.

John 14:13,14--Jesus said to those who believdim, whatever they demand in His name He will

do.

a. Believers have the use of the name of Jesusnatne is not a magic charm. It is like power of
attorney. The right to use the name of Jesus meartsve the right to act representatively, to act
in His place.

1. The fact that we are authorized to use Hisenmmeans we are authorized to speak for Jesus
and act for Jesus as He would in the situatdmd, He has promised that when we do so, He
by His power will do what we demand in His name

2. Authority means you have permission to acafwther. Our authority includes the right to
use Jesus’ name to do His works.

b. We tend to use the name of Jesus religiousilge-a religious charm. Consider this point:

1. You can act in the name of Jesus withoutadlgtspeaking His name. You can speak His
name and not act in His name.

2. It's not the word itself but the power, auihg and person signified by that name -- and our
faith in Him and His power in us.

There is a prayer that makes much power availdames 5:16--The earnest (heart-felt, continued)
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prayer of a righteous man makes tremendous pavalable -- dynamic in its working. (Amp)

a. In context, that prayer is the prayer of féthmes 5:15). Elijah is given as an exampleroga

who prayed a prayer of faith, a prayer whichdoied results. 1 Kings 17:1

1. Elijah did not ask God to do something whemphayed. He commanded that it not rain
“these coming years unless | give the word EB). Elijah spoke or commanded according
to the word of the Lord (Lev 26:19,20; Deut2ZB24).

2. The implication is that Elijah knew he was auibed to speak or command in this way and
he believed that what he said would come to pabsit is called prayer which releases power.

b. That is consistent with what Jesus showedanght about prayer and faith in Mark 11:12-24.

1. Jesus spoke to the fig tree. His discipleschetim. What Jesus said came to pass. The tree
was dead by the next day. Notice, this is simdawhat Elijah did. Jesus didn’'t ask God to
do something. He spoke or issued a command.

2. In Mark 11:24 the word desire is the samee@&rgord translated ask in John 14:13,14 where
Jesus said whatever you demand in my naméd twil

c. InMark 11:24 we are told that we must belithat what we demand will come to pass. How can
you believe that? If you understand authonitgt how it works.

1. The prayer of faith makes much power avadlaliihe prayer of faith is not asking God to do
something. It is doing what He has authorizedo do.

2. We are authorized to exercise dominion is &arth. Itis done through issuing commands in
the name of the Lord. It is done through spegakhe word of God. It is done through faith,
through believing that what you say will corogpgss.

d. Thatis how Jesus worked in His earth ministdg issued commands in the name of His Father
because He was authorized to destroy the wdrkeealevil.

1. Rise up and walk (Matt 9:6); demon, come(bark 1:25); peace be still (Mark 4:39); fever
go (Luke 4:39); Lazarus come forth (John 11:48id arise (Mark 5:41); etc.

2. Jesus believed that what He said would canpa$s because He knew His Father in Him
would do the work by His power.

D. Conclusion: Jesus came to destroy the workkeofievil and we continue His works by His poweHis
name. Through union with Christ we exercise ahatity to which the power of the air must submit.
Jesus, the head, works through His body.

1. We, as sons of God, are authorized to do Hrksvoy His power in us. God has authorized us to

speak His word of power to bring the reign of Gt our situation.

2. Authority is released or exercised through wordeu must get your mouth under control. You must
believe that when you speak the power of God gonestk

3.  We have to take time to think on these thing$lat the reality of these provisions dawn onauthat
when we speak and act in the name of Jesus weaparroting a religious cliché, we are exergsin
our authority as sons through faith in the namekthe power it represents. More next week!!



