TCC--944
OUR PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

A. Introduction: In some ways, Christianity isdifputting together a jigsaw puzzle. Every sermaun lyear
gives you a piece of the puzzle. The problemabody ever shows you the picture on the box. Bsxa
you don’t know what the completed puzzle looke Jikou don’t know where to put the individual piece
whether they even belong to the puzzle.

1. Part of my job as a teacher is to show yoiptbiire on the baX or the overall plan of Gadto help
you understand and utilize the individual piecese effectively. In this lesson we're going twisg
“the big picture” by talking about the past ahd future
a. It's vitally important that we understand ttemnection between our past, present and future
because our past and our future can either muemich, energize and empower our present.

1. If your past is filled with failures and dg@intments and your future looks hopeless you'll
have no peace, joy or victory in the present i@oim
2. But if you know that your past is filled wignomise and potential and that your future
includes the realization of both, you'll be atdedeal more effectively with whatever comes
your way in this present life.
b. When you understand the big picture or theall/plan of God you’ll see that your past is good
and your future is bright. This perspective \gllp you rise above life’s many challenges.

2. In Eph 1:16-23 Paul recorded a prayer he pr&ye@hristians living in the city of Ephesus, ttepital

of the Roman province of Asia (modern-day Turkey).

a. Paul had a lot invested in these people. oNlyt did he establish the church, he spent thraesye
with them (more than any other city). For twdlmse years he taught daily in a local school
things concerning the kingdom of God. Acts 190t -Acts 20:31

b. Paul wrote the epistle (letter) about AD 60w8iile imprisoned in Rome. Everything he wrote

would have been said in the context of what bghiathem over the course of his time with them.

This prayer shows us how Paul prayed for Christian
c. The great apostle prayed for these believets@God would give them revelation and insight in
three specific areas as they grew to know Himenaord more. He prayed that they would know

the hope of His calling, the riches of the glofy o His inheritance in the saints, and the exceeding

greatness of His power toward them.
1. Note: He didn’t pray for a new job or a neé@nkey cart or better marriages. Paul asked God
to give them increasing revelation of Himselfigh would give more insight in three areas.
Those three things don’t seem helpful when yeedna car or a better marriage.
2. Paul had already instructed them in thesethreas and he wanted his readers to have greater
insight. He knew that if they learned to waikhese truths they would be able to deal with
any crisis of life in victory.

3. Because we know God we have a hope, an inhegtand great power available to us. We're going

to look at these categories in detail over tvet fiew weeks. As we study, pray this prayer fourgelf

every day. Itis a Holy Spirit inspired prayé@rhat means it is the will of God and it will besavered.

B. Note that Paul began the prayer, not with tieitance and power which is ours in this life, With the
hope we have. Knowledge of what's ahead helgseap this life in proper perspective (more on thtdr).
1. v18--Paul prayed that: You may realize theehgiwen by God's call (20Cent). God has called each
of us to something that gives us hope or expectatf coming good. This call gives us purpose.
a. We all have a future. To appreciate yourriytou must understand some things about your past.
Accurate knowledge of your past and future wallghyou live in the present more effectively.
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1. Paul opened the epistle with a referencaitgast and our purpose. Eph 1:4,5--God chose us
before He formed the world and destined us tmiye his holy and blameless sons.
2. In eternity past God devised a plan to hafaeraly. Chosen means to chose out and carries
the idea of kindness, favor and love. God, wadéid by love, developed a plan to have a
family and chose us for it.
b. God created the earth to be home for His fatish 45:18). When God made Adam He made a
son and a race of sons in Adam (Luke 3:38).
1. When Adam and man in Adam sinned and weaotth pigpen of corruption and death, God
the Father lost His family. The Lord knew thisuld happen and had a plan in mind to
reclaim what He lost. There’s a plan unfoldinghvan end game in sight.
A. God Himself, the Lord Jesus Christ, wouldneoto earth to pay the price for sin so it
could be removed and the Father could regairfatinly. Rev 13:8
B. Luke 19:10--Jesus said He came to seekaralthe lost. He is seeking because this is a
purposeful plan. He calls sinners “lost” éea®e, in our fallen condition, we’re lost to the
purpose for which we’ve been created, sonahtprelationship with God.
2. Calling (Eph 1:18) comes from a word that ngea call or an invitation to a banquet. It's
used metaphorically in the New Testament to naeeall or an invitation into the kingdom of
God and its privileges. God has chosen youigswkd you an invitatidh He wants you.
2. We said a moment ago that our past (meaningiosy failures and mistakes) can rob us of peade a
joy in the present and sap our hope for the &utuf all you know of your past is what has hapgaen
since your were born, you don’t know the full stor
a. Your history with God did not begin when yaungnitted your first sin or even when you were
born. It began in eternity past. Although yadi ot come into existence until the moment of
conception in your mother’s womb, God who is Alding, has always known you. Jer 1:5
1. God created you (potentially) in Adam. Weneaout of Adam. His DNA eventually came to
us. God is aware of men when they're stithe loins of their forefathers. He spoke of Levi
(great-grandson of Abraham) paying tithes wimnléhe loins of Abraham. Heb 7:9
2. God knows a perfect you, the you He createdldam. God'’s first comment about you was:
Very good (Gen 1:31). God’s opinion of youcsreternity past is: Fearfully and wonderfully
made (Ps 139:14).
A. This passage applies to more than justenstbmb. Because of the curse of corruption in
the earth due to sin babies can have defetkeimwomb.
B. We were fearfully and wonderfully made inakd before sin damaged the human race.
b. Salvation is about God reclaiming what He tostin and restoring it to what He always intended
1. Rom 8:29,30--Paul revealed that Jesus ipdktern for God’s family. God wants sons and
daughters who are like Jesus in character anémpoliness and love.
2. We don’t become Jesus, we are restored to @be always intended us to be, men and
women free from all trace of sin, corruption alehth in every part of our being and fully
glorifying to God.
3. Because we are well aware of our sin, failares shortcomings, we struggle with believing that w
can have a good future or a decent present. Butave a future and help for the present because we
have value to God.
a. We struggle believing this because we corvedae and worth to abilities and accomplishments
and know that we come up short. However, trdeevand worth comes from what one is willing
to pay for an item. God was willing to pay tHedad of His Son for us. | Pet 1:18,19
b. Jesus made it clear before He went to thesGmdie for sinners that men and woman, even in
their fallen condition, have value to God.
1. Jesus regularly ate with sinners and pubdi¢dews who worked as tax collectors for Rome)
and was routinely criticized by the religiouaders, the Pharisees and scribes.
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2. Inthat day and culture, eating with somem@ant more than taking it food. It symbolized
entering into relationship with them. Luke 12:1,
3. In response to these criticisms, Jesus tplakable about a lost sheep and a lost coin. He
made it clear that He was describing Heaverspaase to lost men. Luke 15:3-10
A. When the sheep and the coin were lost theeosvsearched diligently for them until they
found their lost items. Then they rejoiced.
B. The owners sought them because they haevalast items don’t lose their value
because they are lost. The owner cannot lidnaf and utilize their value and the item
cannot fulfill its destiny.
c. Then Jesus talked about a lost son and gaategrdetail about what happens when a lost son
returns home, when a lost man is found. Ingleim He revealed some things about God’s attitude
toward lost men as well as the goal of salvatiarke 11:32
1. The father was watching out for his son, hggie’d come home. He was moved with
compassion when he saw his son’s pitiful condiand ran to greet him.
A. In an exuberant expression of love he kidggatdagain and again (in the Greek), this
dirty, stinky son (from the pigpen) who'd speliaid’s money on prostitutes and sin.
B. The son wanted to talk about his sin. Tdibadr blew right over it. The Pharisees would
have been horrified. They didn’t forgive uritiere was revenge and restitution.
2. Then the father gave his son a robe, ringslio@s. Those listening knew what a change of
clothing meant.
A. The prophet Zechariah recorded a visionmitcehim where a change of clothes meant
removal of sin. Zech 3:4
B. Rings were given as a mark of dignity anddro Shoes were a symbol of freedom given
back to prisoners of war when they were relddsom captivity.
3. Then the father threw a party to celebrasesbin’s return. God’s glad you're back!!
4. Through His words, Jesus described a sinfubsomg fully restored to his sonship position beseaof
his father’s love. That's the plan.
a. Although men and women are lost in the pigpfesin, they are created and loved by God and
have the potential to be transformed into habhteous sons and daughters through salvation.
b. Jesus came to seek and save the lost. Hetoama@sform sinners into sons and restore them
fully to their created purpose. Salvation iseamatural transformation by the power of God.

C. Your past (since you've been born) can’t stopryfature from coming to pass now that you're cdmaek
to Father’s house. Your destinyo be a son or daughter of God living in lovingatenship with your
Father, fully glorifying to Him in every wayis and will be fulfilled.

1. You must understand that, just as your pastidas more than the days since you were conceyed,
future is  more than just the days you have leftl you die.
a. There is more to life than just this life. eTgreater and better part of our life is aheadt fir
Heaven and then on the new earth (this worldenmesdv in connection with the return of Jesus.

b. We live in a world that has been damaged by ¥hen Jesus returns He will restore the earth to
fit forever home for God and His family. The Rilbbegins and ends with God on earth with His
family. Gen 2:8-25 3:8; Rev 21:3 (whole lessamsanother day)
2. Paul lived his life with the consciousness thatan is unfolding and his best days are aheé#ukin
life to come and that knowledge lightened the lofhis life. Rom 8:18
a. Il Cor 4:17--Paul called the many challengesated in his life light and momentary.
1. Light means they did not weigh him down, tinatt he liked or enjoyed them. Two chapters
later in the context of his many troubles, heterof being sorrowful yet rejoicing. 1l Cor 6:10
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2. Momentary meant that in comparison to etgremen a lifetime of hardship is nothing.
3. He was able to maintain this attitude becéwesenderstood that eternal realities were being
played out behind the scenes in his life. 1l ¢dr8
b. Right now, in this present age, God is usirggdhallenges of life in a sin cursed earth andiogu
them to serve His purposes (whole lesson fottemalay). The Lord didn’'t orchestrate the
conditions in the pigpen, but those realitiekavthat boy up to his need to go back to his father
1. Paul’s life obviously produced eternal reshitgsause he preached the gospel throughout the
Roman Empire and wrote two-thirds of the New &esnt.
2. But the Bible is filled with examples of andry people living ordinary lives. Yet God was at
work behind the scenes working out His plahdwe a family.
A. Jonathan’s arrow carrier had no idea heiwaslve in conveying a critical message to
David that saved his life and ensured thatitteethrough which Jesus (the Redeemer)
would survive. | Sam 20:18-23; 35-40
B. The person who baked the bread that fedlttijuring a great famine and kept him alive
to help stomp out Baal worship and ensure tinesal of knowledge of Jehovah had no
idea what he or she was doing. | Kings 17:1-6
C. The person who raised the donkey which Jemdinto Jerusalem on palm Sunday in
fulfillment of prophecy (Zech 9:9) had no ide&hat he was doing. Matt 21:1-5
3. I'am convinced that when we get to Heavenlwe’approached by people we don't
recognize and they will tell us about their pathssed ours at some point in some way and
that encounter was the seed that led to themaiiéily becoming a son or daughter of God.
3. We started out with the epistle to the Ephesiaxot only did Paul make it clear that they have
destiny, a future and a hope, to them he alstenro
a. Be alight wherever you are. Eph 6:5-8--Hd &daves to do their job as unto the Lord. Yowser
the Lord and the ultimate stage for the revestéfe’s injustices, for recompense and restanati
for fulfillment of hopes and dreams is in thie lio come.
b. Live your life with the consciousness thatanps unfolding. You have a part in this planouy
have value and worth. God can and will causeitteimstances of your life to serve eternal
purposes. You have the privilege of knowing God showing Him to those around you
c. Right now, God’s main purpose is to gatherfimily, to draw as many people as possible out of
the pigpen of sin, back to Him. Your purpoggtinow is to be a part of that process, however
that looks in your life.

. Conclusion: We have much more to say in upcgrtessons. Consider these thoughts as we cldsis: T
is your padil You are part of God’s plan and have a purpose. Kaowvs a perfect you. This is your

future] You will be fully restored to all that God had innmd for you before He formed the earth. Right
now you can be encouraged because you have hbpe next week.



