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ACCESS TO THE UNSEEN

A. Introduction: We are talking about why Jesusieaand how we are supposed to live in light of it.
1. When we read through the Gospels (the fourwatsmf Jesus’ ministry on earth), we see thatibiel
kingdom is frequently used. Jesus’ first publmrds were: Repent for the kingdom of heaven
(kingdom of God) is at hand.

a. The terms kingdom of heaven and kingdom of &edbdften used interchangeably in the New

Testament. Matt 4:17; Mark 1:15
1. The people to whom Jesus first came two @nodiyears ago were expecting Him to set up a
physical, visible kingdom on earth. Luke 2:25,88:11; 23:51; etc.

2. Jesus did indeed come to establish the kimgofoGod on earth. And, if we're going to walk
in victory in this life, we must understand whasus did two thousand years ago, what He is
doing now, and what He will do in the futureand what it all means for us.

b. When the term kingdom of God is used peopteegly think of Heaven above where God lives
and believers in Jesus go when they die. Battdlonly part of the meaning. There are different
aspects to God’s kingdom. The Greek word tegadlkingdom means rule, reign or realm.

1. There is a place called Heaven where Godsmthrone abide and where all who've died
right with God through Jesus live. Ps 11:4; ¢S 8:30; Heb 12:22,23; | Thess 4:14-16; etc.
2. Jesus will return to earth in the not todahs future and establish the visible kingdom ofiGo
on earth, and the present Heaven will come tiheBan 2:44; Rev 21,22; Rev 11:15; etc.
3. Kingdom is also refers to the reign of Godnen’s hearts through new birth. Luke 17:20,21
2. To fully discuss all of this we must understémat there is more to reality than the world wateot
with our five physical senses. (We could dorerigssons about each point.)

a. There are seen (physical, material) thingstlhee are unseen (spiritual) thirgsall created by
God who is Invisible, who is Spirit. Col 1:16;Gor 4:18; | Tim 1:17; John 4:24

b. God’s unseen creation includes angels who hedeand function. His seen creation consists  of
the physical, material heavens (outer spacdl@dtmosphere around earth) and earth. Human

beings have both an unseen and a seen portiaill @écuss this more fully in the next lesson.)

1. Much of what God created is not as He intdriti®o be because of rebellion against His rule
as the rightful King over all.
A. At some point in eternity past there wasaagelic uprising in the unseen realm, led by
Lucifer, an archangel now known as Satan oreksary. Isa 14:12-14; Ezek 28:1-19
B A counterfeit kingdom was set up in the gibie realm. It is a kingdom of darkness and
death. Eph 6:12; Il Cor 4:4; Matt 12:26
2. God then created men and women to becomedfis and daughters. He created earth to be
home for His family. God’s intention was tha¢mand women serve as His under rulers on
earth. God would reign in them and through tleenearth. Gen 1:26,27
A. When the first man, Adam, listened to Satad chose independence from God through
sin, he turned his God-given authority on eaxtér to the devil. Luke 4:6
B. Satan’s kingdom which, up to that time, loatly existed in the invisible realm was
established on earth. Since that time, allduiveing are born into his kingdom under
his control, and he works through them to acd@hghis purposes. Eph 2:1-3
3. Mankind and earth have been radically have laéiered by this rebellion. Adam was the headhw
human race and the first steward of the eartis. sk affected both humanity and the physical d.orl

a. Men now are born with a nature contrary to @il nature) and, like Adam, choose independence

from God through sin (Rom 5:19). The materiathdas infused with the curse of corruption and

death (Gen 3:17-19; Rom 5:12; Rom 8:20-22). &lean invisible counterfeit ruler and kingdom
dominating and influencing men, blinding themeality as it truly is (Il Cor 4:4; Eph 2:2)
1. The goal of salvation (redemption) is to a&ul what was lost through sin, undo the damage
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done to men and earth, and reestablish the ogitre rightful King.
2. Jesus came to progressively restore tgae o kingdom of God throughout the invisible and
visible realms He created.
b. Let’s briefly deal with a question that migliise at this point. How does the fact that God is
sovereign fit with the idea that His rule orgreimust be restored in the worlds He created?
1. God is sovereign or all powerful and the egfhauthority. God, in His sovereignty, has
chosen to limit Himself. He gave men free walhening the possibility of choices of which
He does not approve. With free will come botbichs and consequences. If someone
chooses not to serve God, the Lord does not tdiseulership on them.
2. God, in His sovereignty, has chosen to waitk wnd through men to accomplish His
purposes. When His entire plan is completethénages to come, we will marvel at how
wonderfully God worked within the parameters I8tablished in His creation to bring the
highest glory to Himself and the greatest gooth&omost people (whole lessons for another
time). Rom 11:33
4. Through one man (Adam) the reign (kingdom)iofasd death entered the world. Through one Man
(Jesus) the reign (kingdom) of righteousnessliémevas reestablished in the world. Rom 5:17-19
a. When Jesus came to earth He took on a fulblnumature. Remember, Jesus is God become man
without ceasing to be God. While on earth Herht live as God. He lived as a man in
dependence on God His Father. John 5:26; 6:538104:10; etc.
1. Jesus became man so He could join us inatlenfcondition. At the Cross He put Himself
under the dominion of darkness and death tdkategpower over men and bring us out. John
2. Through the sacrifice of Himself He beganphacess of reclaiming and reestablishing the
reign or kingdom of God throughout the seen amgkan worlds. John 12:31; Luke 22:53;
Isa 53:6; Rom 6:9; Heb 2:14,15; etc.
b. When we put faith in Christ and His sacrifatehe Cross we are delivered out of the kingdom of
darkness and death and transferred into thelkimgof God. Col 1:13
c. The dominion or reign of Satan, darkness aadldover us is broken and we can now reign in life
through the power and provision of the unseegdam of God. Access is restored. Rom 5:17

. For many of us, these statements have littlearhpn our daily lives in part because we don’tresdity as
it truly is and don’t know how to live in the ligbf what happened when Jesus broke the poweeof th
kingdom of darkness and death.
1. There is more to reality than what we see. Gedted both seen and unseen things. The inwisibl
preceded the visible. Heb 11:3--By faith we usthard that the entire universe was formed at God’s
command, that what we now see did not come froythang that can be seen. (NLT)
a. Recent discoveries in quantum physics hawkdei@ntists to conclude that there are ten
observable dimensions or spaces between thewaeentact with our physical senses (length,
width, height). Science is beginning to confirrhaithe Bible has told us for centuries.
1. God who is Invisible presides over an invisitealm or kingdom of full power and provision.
Not seen doesn’t mean not real. It just me@nsan’t see or contact it with physical senses.
2. Although this realm is normally not visibleds scripture records many examples where men
were permitted to see the unseen and experienpewer. 1l Kings 6:15-17; Luke 2:13-15
b. The phrase “the heavens were opened” is ofied when scripture recounts these incidents. We
tend to hear those words with an element ofyftale” mixed in. But something real happened.
“The heavens were opened” means another realother dimension was opened or became
perceivable to men on earth. In many casesdepof that kingdom altered this realm.
c. I'm not teaching something weird or freakym tonveying to you the way the Bible describes
reality or the nature of the world as God credté¢a be. If | saidl The starship Enterprise just
passed from one dimension to another through &yrsiscovered worm hole we’'d all get that.
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2. Before Adam sinned he had access to the ungged.(Who is Invisible) and Adam freely interacted
with one another in Eden. Gen 2:15-25; 3:8
a. Eden was God’'s home on earth or Heaven oh.eHnivas open, not closed to men. In the midst
of the Garden was the tree of life. It was Gatksire that Adam (and man in Adam) eat from that
tree. Doing so would have been an expressi@ulmhission to and dependence on God and
would have united man to the eternal life in Gledgons for another day. Gen 2:9
1. Gen 3:22-24--When Adam sinned the Gardenclesed to men and eventually disappeared
from earth into the unseen realm.
2. After Eden was closed to men, the tree efiifmentioned only two times in scripture. Both
times make it clear that the tree of life isdted in Heaven or God’s invisible home.
A. Rev 2:7--When Jesus appeared to John olslhef Patmos in 95 A.D., He said that the
tree of life is in the midst of the paradiseGwd. Paradise comes from a Greek word
which means a park or an Eden (PARADEISOS). H&ytime Jesus came to earth the
term paradise was used for the place where beti@gewhen they die (Luke 23:43).
B. Rev 22:2--John saw Heaven come to earth whegapital city, New Jerusalem
descended (whole lessons for another time)e M@t John described a river coming
from the throne of God. On each side of therrwas a tree of life.
3. I'm not trying to impress you with Bible mitia or trivia. | want to strike your thinking abtou
an invisible realm that can affect our lives.
b. Jesus said many times that He came from Heaveiit's clear from scripture that He returned to
Heaven when He left earth. John 6:38,51; Jolh&; Acts 1:11; | Thess 1:10; 4:16; Il Thess 1:7
1. Don'’t hear this like pretty words on a Chrias card. Jesus actually came out of and went
back into the invisible realm. Jesus told Na#®, one of His followers: If you follow Me
you will see interaction with this dimension. wibsee the heavens opened up. John 1:51
2. Scripture records that on a number of ocoassamgels came out of the unseen realm to
interact with Jesus. Matt 4:11; Luke 22:43; 24xdts 1:10
c. Jesus was aware of the invisible kingdom kethe visible world. He saw a spiritual cause
behind material results. He said: The birdsaaatflowers are dressed because the Invisible God
takes care of them. And God wants to do the damgs. Matt 6:25-33
1. Jesus, as a man, had access to the invisddla. He administered the power of the unseen
kingdom to produce visible results in the phgkrealm.
2. Invisible power healed bodies and minds, @dpstorms, raised the dead, and multiplied
food. Mark 4:35-41; Matt 8:3; Matt 14:15-21; lei:11-14; etc.
3. Men and women are cut off from the unseen lkongdf God due to sin. Jesus came to change all tha
a. Through His death and resurrection Jesus dgéeewvay into Heaven for us at our death. But He
also opened access to the power and provisitimeainseen kingdom of God to us in this life.
b. When Jesus said: The kingdom is at hand Hentnd am about to do what is necessary to open
this realm, open this dimension, to you right now
1. Luke 9:27--I solemnly say to you, some of ydw stand here will certainly live to see the
kingdom of God (Williams). Every person to whdesus made that statement died two
centuries ago without seeing the visible kingdwibod set up on earth.
2. What did Jesus mean? Something did charfgeghihose people died. Because of the Cross,
the unseen was once again opened to men andmigecome citizens of that kingdom.
A. Through His sacrifice Jesus qualified ustfa kingdom by wiping out our sin. Through
the new birth the reign of God comes into ceaurts and makes us citizens of the
kingdom. Col 1:12,13; Phil 3:20
B. A citizen is a member of a state or natidrowwes allegiance to its government and is
entitled to its protection. A citizen is vasteith rights and duties. (Webster)
4. Jesus came to restore the reign of God in mdritl@aough men on this earth. That process hasrbeg
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in us with the new birth. Jesus will come agaithe not too distant future to remove every trace
sin, corruption and death from His creation artdupethe visible kingdom of God on earth.

a. Meantime, His earth ministry shows us whatréign of God looks like in a fallen world when it

works in and through citizens of Heaven. We @arnhe works Jesus did. John 14:12; | John 2:6
b. In every troublesome circumstance, Jesus lsabw to deal with what He encountered in a
victorious way. He had provision when He neeitled\nd He had power to set men and women
free wherever He went. John 16:33; Matt 4:23%35; etc.

5. I'm not talking about something weird or freakiym not encouraging anyone to seek contact tiéh
unseen realm or supernatural experiences apanttiie Bible. But we need to recognize that
Christianity is transformational and supernatural
a. The ultimate end of salvation (redemptiortpiransform sinners into holy, righteous sons and
daughters of God and transform the earth intofarever home for God and His family.

b. Supernatural power produces these transfosmsatiSupernatural means of or relating to an order
of existence beyond the visible, observable ensie.

C. Conclusion: We have much more to say in upcgrteéasons. But consider these thoughts as we.close
Faith activates the power of the unseen. Mosisdiave little or no confidence in unseen powanfro
the Invisible God for a number of reasons (whsdes for another day).
a. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Vdbfslod (Rom 10:17). The Bible is a supernatural
book that reveals supernatural truths. Scripteweals the unseen by telling us about it.
b. The greatest gift you can give yourself ibéocome a regular, systematic reader, particulbdy t
New Testament. Read for ten to fifteen minutdaya(or as close to that as possible).
1. Start at the beginning of a book or letted ead to the end of it. Put a marker where you
leave off at the end of your reading and pickhgre the next day.
2. Don't skip around. Don’'t worry about whatuydon’t understand. Don’t try to look up all the
words. Just keep reading. Understanding camitbsfamiliarity. When you finish a book or
letter, read it again and again.
c. Because the Bible is supernatural it will work/ou, build strength, peace and joy into you. |
will change your view of reality. | Thess 2:13aM4:4; Jer 15:16; | John 2:14; Il Cor 3:18; etc.
2. Take time to think about these things. It idrdppen automatically. Your mind naturally gratets
to what you see and feel as soon as you walkheuthurch doors.
a. Matt 6:33--We are to seek God’s kingdom. Thaans a lot of things, but the word seek has an
element of desire in it. Set your heart on mg&om (Phillips); pursue the Kingdom (Rieu).
b. Col 3:1,2--Seek is the same word. Affecti®thie word mind in the Greek. You must lift your
thoughts above (Knox); give your minds to thegjsi which are above (Weymouth); practice
occupying your minds with (Williams); let yourahghts dwell on the higher realms (NEB)
3. Ask God to help you see reality as it trulgasyou can walk in the light of it. More next wéek



