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WHAT'S THE POINT?

Introduction: We all have troubles. We all desnd want help from God. To access God’s power an
provision, we must understand the big picture sacan cooperate with God as He works in the earth.
1. We say this frequently but it bears repeativgu’ll struggle to walk in peace, joy and victarythis
life if you don’t understand the big pictirevhy we’re here, what God is and wants to do.
a. If you don’t see the big picture your perspectvill be skewed as you try to deal with life.ndy
you could unknowingly be working at cross pugmwith God.
b. You must learn to look at life in terms of thig picture. Why did Jesus come? What did He
accomplish? How are we supposed to live intlaftwhat He accomplished? What's the point?
2. This is the big picture: God created men anthen to become His sons and daughters, and He made
the earth to be home for Himself and His famidph 1:4,5; Isa 45:18
a. The first man, Adam, chose independence frawh &d took the entire race resident in him into
the pigpen of sin, corruption and death. Adadr®bedience had enormous consequences.
1. Beings made in the image of God are now ketim a nature contrary to God (sin nature) and,
like Adam, choose independence from God thraighGen 4:1-6; Rom 5:19; Eph 2:1-3; etc.
2. The earth itself has been infused with cdrampand death (the curse of sin) making life on
this planet very difficult. Gen 3:17-19; Rom 3; Rom 8:20-22; etc.
3. The governmental structure on earth has bitered. God originally commissioned Adam
and man in Adam as His under rulers on eartm (G26,27). When Adam sinned he turned
rulership on the earth over to Satan who themimecthe god of this world (Il Cor 4:4). His
kingdom or reign was established on earth (Luke-gower is EXOUSIA or authority).
b. Jesus came to put God’s plan back on trackweht to the Cross to pay for sin so it can be
removed and God can make sinners into holy, eémit sons and daughters when they put faith
Jesus and His sacrifice. Heb 9:26
1. Jesus will return in the not too distant fatto cleanse the earth from all corruption andidea
and restore it to its created purpose, a fexfer home for God and His family. Rev 11:15-18
2. The Bible begins with God and man interactoggther in a world free from sin, corruption
and death and it ends with God and His famigetber again on earth. Gen 2; Rev 21,22
3. We're going to begin a series of lessons on'§&pdrposes--why Jesus came and how we are tianlive
light of it. In this lesson we want to introdud®it not fully discuss yet) a number of topics evhwe
will discuss in more detail over the next few rtien

Matt 4:17--When Jesus began His ministry twauamd years ago, His first public words were: Ré &
the kingdom of Heaven is at hand.
1. Repent means a change of mind and heart awaydelf and sin toward God. Jesus came to bring
men back to God (I Pet 3:18). We could do arregisson on this, but consider one point.
a. Luke 19:10--Jesus came to seek and saveghe3mners are referred to as “lost” because men
and women in their fallen condition are losthe purpose for which they were created--sonship
and relationship with God. Jesus has made itilples®r men to fulfill their created purpose.
b. Salvation is about more than keeping peopte@btiell or providing them with a ticket to Heaven
Salvation is transformational. The goal of sabrais to transform sinners into holy, righteous
sons and daughters of God who fully glorify Himh@le lesson for another day).
c. Matt 4:17--Jesus began to preach, saying, éRgphe Reign of heaven is near”. (Moffatt)
1. When the phrase “kingdom of God or kingdoniHefven” is used we tend to think of Heaven
above or the place where believers in Jesushgmuthey die. But the meaning is bigger.
2. Kingdom means rule, reign or realm. Godis & not to take us off the earth to Heaven. His
intention is to bring the kingdom of Heaven as eign back to earth.
2. Hold that thought. Let's back up. Before sdnd and Adam interacted with one another in Eden.

1



TCC--924
a. By the time Jesus came to earth the term Eadas used for the home of the righteous dead (Il
Cor 12:4). It comes from a Greek word (PARADE&®neaning park or garden. It was used for
the Garden of Eden in the Septuagint (first tietien of Old Testament from Hebrew to Greek).
1. The Garden of Eden was paradise or God’s l{bteaven) on earth (lesson for another day).
When Adam sinned the garden closed to men maghjgeared from earth. Gen 3:22-24
2. Gen 3:15--Following Adam'’s sin, God came indin&ely with the promise of the coming
Redeemer (Jesus) who would undo the damagelmjoman’s sin. One of the things the
Redeemer would do was reopen Eden (Heaven, gajazh earth.
b. We've discussed in a previous series how @God) that point on, gave increasing revelation of
His plan to deliver mankind and the earth from sorruption and death (known as redemption)
through His prophets. They recorded those reioglain what we know as the Old Testament.
1. The Old Testament prophets wrote that Gotlomié day establish His visible kingdom or
reign on earth. The first time the word kingdsnmentioned in connection with God’s
kingdom on earth is in the Book of Daniel.
2. Daniel interpreted a dream had by King Neladctezzar of Babylon. In the dream the king
saw the establishment of the visible kingdon®otl on earth: A Stone not cut with human
hands broke apart a statue representing the aaingaf this world. The Rock became a great
mountain that covered the whole earth. Dan 232835; 44
c. When Jesus began His public ministry withrtiressage that the kingdom of Heaven is near, He
had everyone’s attention. They were lookingtfe Redeemer to come and set up the visible
kingdom of God on earth. They knew He was continggstore what had been lost through sin.
1. Not only did Jesus proclaim the kingdom wearnHe demonstrated what the kingdom
expressed on earth looks like. He traveledraddwealing the sick and casting out devils or
demonstrating happens when the reign of God camélse scene. Matt 4:23-25; Luke 11:20
2. What does it look like when the kingdom isd® The curse resulting from sin is banished--
Bodies are healed and minds set free. Men amden are restored. Lack is banished.
Storms are stilled. The dead are raised.
d. Not only does it mean that the curse is brokeneans that dominion is restored to men. Jesus
began to replicate Him work through men, givihgmh (and us) a foretaste of what is to come.
1. Matt 10:1--He gave His disciples power (the&k word authority) over devils and diseases.
Authority is delegated power. Power and auth¢Amp).
A. Matt 10:7,8--Then Jesus sent them out tavbat He had been doing: Tell everyone that
the kingdom is near and it demonstrate to thgmsing what I've given you.
B. v7--Wherever you go proclaim that the Redfjiisod is near (Moffatt); proclaim that the
kingdom of Heaven has arrived (Phillips).
C. Bodies and minds set free by the power af &® the calling cards of the kingdom.
2. Luke 10:9--Jesus commissioned seventy moge @head of Him to places He Himself would
travel. He told them to announce the arrivahef kingdom by healing people.
3. Jesus did not at that time set up the visiblgdom of God on earth. Instead, He revealed aiqusly
unseen (but vital) form of the kingdom or reignGxdd -- the kingdom within. Luke 17:20,21
a. The kingdom within is the reign or rule of Gadhe hearts of men through the new birth. This
inward transformation is critical because withinu& person cannot enter the kingdom. John 3:3,5
1. When a person believes on Jesus and Hisitstiiostary death and resurrection (He took our
place on the Cross and was punished to payrite for our sins), he is born of God.
2. The uncreated life in God, the life of Godridelf, comes into that person, regenerates his
spirit, and he is born of God. He becomesesdltson or daughter of God by birth, a partaker
of the life in God, eternal life. John 1:12;ust3:5; | John 5:1; etc.
b. The new birth is the beginning of a process will ultimately entirely transform us and make u
like Jesus in our whole being. Our destinpibé¢ made like Jesus in character and power.
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1. Rom 8:29--For those whom He foreknéwaf whom He was aware and loved beforehand
He also destined from the beginning (foreordarthem) to be molded into the image of His
son [and share inwardly His likeness], that Hghnbe the first-born among many brethren
(Amp); the eldest in a vast family of brothersgythouth).
2. We don’t become Jesus. We become the p&sedrcreated us to be -- born of Him, fully
free from every trace of sin, corruption andttesnd fully glorifying to Him in every respect.
3. When we say we want to be like “so and sadpiésn’t mean we turn into them. It means
they have traits we would like to have. Jesustitzis that we now have (because we’re born
of Him) and will have when we are fully conformidHis image. (Lessons for another day)
c. Jesus in His humanity shows us what men amdesdoorn of God look like. Jesus is God
become a man without ceasing to be God. Whileasth He did not live as God. He lived as a
man in dependence on the life of His Father in Hiohn 5:26; Acts 10:38; John 14:10; etc.
1. Jesus died so that our sin could be remomddive could be born of God and become His
literal sons and daughters. While on earth Heveld us what sons and daughters look like.
2. Through the new birth and the baptism inHloéy Spirit we receive the same empowering
abilities by which Jesus, in His humanity, livetlile He was on earth.
d. Remember what salvation is all about: Retsitovaf God'’s original plan to have a family of kol
righteous sons and daughters with whom He caglldarever on a renewed earth.
1. The new birth begins the process of transébion that will make us fully like Jesus in every
part of our being. Right now, by the powelGafd in us, we have the potential to walk even
as Jesus walked when He was on earth. | Johh 2oéin 4:17
2. We have the privilege and the responsibditiknowing Jesus and then showing Him to the
world around us. We are to proclaim and demratesthe kingdom.
4. Jesus understood the reason for which He camarth two thousand years ago: To make it passibl
for the kingdom or reign of God to be extenddd ihe innermost being of those who put faith imHi
a. He knew that the entrance of the kingdom wénaldsform them from unholy, unrighteous sinners
into holy, righteous sons and daughters and emptheen to demonstrate the kingdom by
showing the character and power of the Perfectt&dme world around them.
b. Atthe Last Supper, Jesus laid out the plamife followers as He prepared them for His soon
departure from earth and the commission they avcedeive to continue His work.
1. John 13:34--He told them: Love one anotldrteve loved you. Demonstrate My character.
2. John 14:10-12--He told them: The Father mmis done His works through me. In this way
I have shown Him and His kingdom to the worl¥ou will now go out and continue my
works (the Father’s works) as you show Me ®wlorld around you. Demonstrate My power.
3. John 14:20--He told them: When that day cofalowing the resurrection, and you
understand what My death has accomplished) ybkmow that | am in union with my
Father and you are with me and | am with you.d@peed). You will have in you the same
empowering ability by which | have lived and walke

C. Conclusion: We'll do entire lessons on manyhef points we've made. Let’s close with these ¢is.
1. How is any of this useful to people who liveaineal world with real problems and need real Pelp

a. There is an invisible realm of power that pesduce tangible change in our lives. You're now a
citizen of that kingdom and authorized to adstii the power of the kingdom. Col 1:13

b. What if you learned to demonstrate the kingdloyour life? Jesus’ first followers learned to d
so. In Acts 3:1-26 Peter administered the paéine kingdom and healed a lame man.
1. Notice Peter’s mindset that day: v6--Whenrtian asked for help Peter replied: I'll give you
what | have. Freely I've received. Freelyvayi
2. Peter knew he had something real, sometlammgjltle, to give this lame man. He knew he
was empowered and authorized to use the powediingdom.
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c. The Temple rulers were not happy about wappkned and questioned Peter and John about what
they had done (Acts 4:1-22).
1. Peter used the situation and preached Jeshs trowd that had gathered. He credited Jesus
working through them as the One who healedaime man.
2. Note one comment about the reaction of thlecaities to Peter’'s works and words. They
noted that both Peter and John had been witls Je&cts 4:13--And realized what being with
Jesus had done for them. (The Living Bible).
2. When Peter prayed for the lame beggar, he kweat he was authorized to do and he expected the
power of the kingdom to be demonstrated -- amehd. Where did Peter get that kind of knowledge
and that kind of confidence? He got it from thgbwspending time with Jesus.
a. We can't literally follow Jesus around andrspeme with Him like Peter and John did because
He has temporarily returned to Heaven.
1. But we can spend time with Him through Histten Word, the Bible. The Living Word,
Jesus, is revealed through the written Word @ii.Gohn 20:31
2. John 6:63--All the words through which | hafeered myself to you are meant to be channels
of the spirit and of life to you, since in belieg those words you would be brought into
contact with the life in me. (Riggs Paraphrase)
b. The greatest gift you can give yourself adoegin this new year is to become a consistent,
systematic reader of the New Testament.
1. Most people, if they read at all, skip aroand read a verse here or a verse there. Or they
read just the study notes at the bottom of #igeep But the Bible is not a collection of
independent verses. ltis a collection of boaka letters meant to be read from start to finish
as are any books and letters.
2. Set aside a few ten to fifteen minutes a datart at the beginning of the New Testament.
Read as far as you can. The next day, pickhgrevyou left off. Don’t worry about what you
don’t understand. Don’t stop to look up the weood read what the commentary says. Just
keep reading. Understanding comes with familyarit
c. What if it's boring? What if you don’t seemget anything out of it? Don’t worry. Just keep
reading. When you finish a book or letter, raaain.
1. The Bible is a supernatural book that willrkvin you and produce change if you will simply
read it. It will build strength, confidencedgoy into you. It will gradually change you and
make you more and more like Jesus in charanttpawer. And that’s the point.
2. 1l Cor 3:18--And all of us, as with unveiléate, [because we] continued to behold [in the
Word of God] as in a mirror the glory of the dpare constantly being transfigured into His
very own image in ever increasing splendor anthfone degree of glory to another; [for this
comes] from the Lord [Who is] the Spirit. (Amp)
3. We have much more to discuss in upcoming lesstore next week!



