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THE PLACE OF ISRAEL

Introduction: We’'re talking about the soon retwf Jesus to earth. We’re discussing it, nd &gaky
event described in a strange book called Revelahiot in terms of the big picture or God’s ovegdin.

1.

God'’s plan was and is to have a family of sam3 daughters with whom He can interact in a perfec
world. That plan seemed thwarted when men andemorebelled against their Creator. Eph 1:4,5
a. But God immediately began to unveil His planealemption or His plan to deliver human beings
and the earth from bondage to sin, Satan, cborupnd death through Jesus. Gen 3:15
1. Jesus came to earth the first time to paytlee for sin so that sinners can become holy,
righteous sons and daughters of God. He wile@again to cleanse the earth of all corruption
and death and establish His visible eternal kangan earth. Isa 53; Rev 11:18
2. The Second Coming is about the return ofitgtgful King of earth to complete His plan of
redemption. His soon return should therefosewace of hope and excitement for His people.
b. The Bible says the years leading up to Jestigrn will be increasingly challenging. Last week
we looked at God’s promise of protection and giown for His people in the midst of the chaos.
One point we've stressed in this series isttherie’s a lot of misinformation in the Church tgda
Much of the inaccurate information comes fromungerstanding some things concerning Israel. In
this lesson we want to look at Israel’s plac&od’s redemptive plan.

In 1921 B.C. God sovereignly chose a man nama@iam and his descendants as the people group
through whom the Redeemer, Jesus, would comehigavorld. Gen 12:1-3

1.

Abraham’s descendants grew into the natiosmatel. They were entrusted with compiling, recogdi
and preserving God’s written record, the scrigguRom 3:1,2; Rom 9:4,5

a. The Old Testament is primarily a record ohdsis history, not because God likes them best, but
because the Bible is redemptive history. It givdormation about people and events directly
related to the unfolding of the plan of redemiptidt doesn’t mention the U. S., Mexico or China
(not because they don’t matter) but becausewleegn’t directly involved in the redemptive story.

b. God used Israel to reveal many aspects ofddiemptive program. The Old Testament records
accounts of real people who really lived. Butcmof what happened to Israel pictures or

foreshadows aspects of redemption and what Jesuis! \@o.

2.

When Abraham’s descendents had grown intdaltgroup of 75 family members they went to live

for a time in Egypt during a severe famine. Th&ye eventually enslaved and remained in Egypt for
400 years where they grew into a group of 600068 plus women and children.

a. God eventually delivered them from servitudder the leadership of Moses. What happened to
them is called redemption (Ex 6:6). It realgppened, but their experience also reveals aspects
God’s plan by picturing what the coming Redeemi#irdo.
1. Anunblemished lamb’s blood placed on thewrgosts the night before they left shielded
them from judgment. The blood of the Perfeahbgprotects us from judgment for sin.
2. God brought Israel out of Egypt to bring thieo Canaan, a land of full provision. Through
His sacrifice, Jesus brings men out of sin@ath into God’s eternal kingdom.
b. God told Moses to tell Pharaoh: Let my sorf{ipo4:22,23). They were not individually, litelsal
born of God (no one was until after the Cro$3)it this pictures the goal of redemption: to bring
men and women out of bondage and transform thémsons through a new birth.
1. Once Israel left EQypt God made a covenatit thiem, stating that if they obeyed and
worshiped Him, they would be His peculiar (puséd), holy (set apart) people. Ex 19:4,5
2. God purchased men and women for His familgubh the Redeemer’s  blood shed at the
Cross. His death paid the price for sin, opgrihe way for men and women to become holy
sons and daughters through faith in the RedeamHis sacrifice. | Pet 1:18-21
3. These are real people and real events, bytpitture what being purchased by and set apart
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to God looks like, what it looks like to havestbare of a loving Father. Deut 1:30,31
c. God gave them Laws stating how they were tmaot themselves once in the land. It was real
instruction designed to help them set up a fonatig society but it also pictured redemption.
1. God instructed them to offer blood sacrifit@sover their sins so relationship with Him was
possible, picturing the price the Redeemer d/galy to redeem men.
2. God instructed them to build a Tabernacleretitis Presence would meet with them
picturing the ultimate goal of redemption: Gadwelling His sons and daughters.
3. God interaction with Israel pictured what Hmad to accomplish through His plan of redemption.

a. Lev 26:1-13 lists the blessings of relatiopshkith God for Israel: Full provision and peacdhe
land; No enemy can conquer them; God dwells antloem; They are His people; He is their God.

b. As part of His Law God called Israel to celbrseven major feasts every year (Lev 23). God

referred to them as holy convocations (v4). Awaxation is a meeting to which one is called.

1. The feasts show that God wants interaction Withpeople. But they are also prophetic.
They foreshadowed God’s plan of redemption, blaghperson and the work of the Redeemer.
A. Four feasts were held in the spring anduypexd Jesus’ first coming: Passover (His death
for sin); Unleavened Bread (His sinlessness3t Fruits (His resurrection); Weeks (the
coming of the Holy Spirit on believers).
B. The other three feasts took place in thieafadl pictured Jesus’ second coming:
Trumpets (the regathering of Israel); Day ob¢ment (the national cleansing of Israel);
Tabernacles (the rest and blessing of the Reeeg kingdom on earth).
2. There is a four month separation betweesping@g and fall feasts. Hidden in these prophetic
pictures is not only the first and second contingalso the gap in between.

c. These various types and shadows given thr@agtis interaction with Israel glorify God and
His marvelous plan of redemption. Only He aahthe future before it happens. Isa 46:10
1. When Jesus came to earth the first time Héddook back at the Old Testament and point
out all the prophecies and types that spokendfpactured Him. Matt 11:1-6; Luke 24:27,44
2. This written record of the future beforeatplpens makes it clear that Jesus’ coming is not
random circumstance but rather the culminatios loving plan carried out by Almighty God.

4. This written record of God'’s unfolding planreflemption also shows that God keeps His Word, no
matter what obstacles may arise. Israel’s histoproof of God'’s faithfulness.

a. Gen 12:1-3--When God called Abraham as thelmoeigh whose descendants the Redeemer
would come, the Lord told him: [ will bless #®who bless you and curse those who curse you.
Curse means to bind with a spell, to hem in wliktacles, or render powerless to resist.

b. When God spoke to Abraham he was an old mémnei heirs who was being directed into a
foreign land with many formidable enemies. Bud promised him: Nothing (no one) can stop

you from growing into a great nation through whibe Redeemer will come. [I'll see to it.

c. When we read Israel’s story we see that elgnytthat came against them to thwart God’s

promise to Abraham was overcome by the poweraaf. GGod kept His Word to Abraham.

1. While they were enslaved in Egypt, Phama@ered all Hebrew baby boys killed at birth (Ex
1:15-20). But God preserved them. When Plmarefused to let Israel leave Egypt to return
to the land where the Redeemer was to be Bwd,delivered them (Ex 5-14).
2. Once Israel was out of Egypt God told thevty Angel (Preincarnate Jesus) will go before
you and bring you into the land. No enemy Wwdlable to stand against you (Ex 23:20-23).
3. When Israel was on their way back to Cankhay €éncountered the King of Moab who hired
Balaam the prophet stop them through a cursg.h8 couldn’t do it. Num 22:6; Num 24
4. When Israel was taken as captives to Bablgloeeventy years for persistent idol worship
God preserved them, bringing them back to Camatimthe tribe and family through which
the Redeemer was prophesied to come (Judah and'®)astill intact. Gen 10:49; Il Sam 7
5. When Jesus was born in Bethlehem King Hered o kill Him. But God preserved Him
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(Matt 2). When Satan inspired a mob to turn Jeses to be crucified God beat him at his
own game by making Jesus a sacrifice for sin aisinig Him from the dead (I Cor 2:8).
5. Although individual Jews came to faith in Jef@ster, John, James, Paul), Israel as a natiectegj
Him as the Redeemer. The first persecutionshwisGans came, not from Rome, but from the Jewish
leadership. Acts 4:1-21; Acts 5:17,18,33; Acts54,57-59
a. Paul, a Jew, was called to be an apostlestgehtiles or non-Jews (Acts 9:15; Rom 11:13). He
was greatly persecuted by the Jews, both noessk who wanted to wipe out this new group
and Jews who accepted Jesus but insisted thail€3emust keep the Law of Moses to be saved.
b. In his letter to the Romans, Paul wrote atlepgassage about the Israel (chap 9-11). Paatlov
his people (Rom 9:2,3). But he called them d@asmaf the gospel. Rom 11:28--Regarded from
the standpoint of the Good News the Jews are $emkmies. Yet from the standpoint of God'’s
choice, they are dear to Him on account of thegeators. (20 Cent)
1. There is a dichotomy. Even though Israel gsoup rejected their Messiah and actively
opposed His followers, God has not abandone foe the sake of their ancestors.
2. The prophets make it clear that Israel astmm has a future when Jesus returns to earth.
What all this will entail is not fully stated stripture. It will be clear when it happens.
c. Thirty years after Jesus returned to Heawsagl revolted against Rome. In 66 A.D. Rome sent
over thirty thousand soldiers (three legions)@ausalem in to end the rebellion. They surrounded
the city for four years before they burned it #imel Temple to the ground on Aug 10, 70 A.D.
1. The Jewish historian Josephus detailed thegbker that ensued. When Rome took the city
1,100,000 Jews were killed. Those who surviwvede removed from the land and scattered
throughout the Roman Empire and Israel ceasedish as a nation for two thousand years.
2. Not a single Jewish believer in Jesus wdsdil They heeded Jesus’ warning, given just days
before His crucifixion, to get out of the cishen soldiers surrounded it. Luke 21:20-24
d. Jewish believers in Jesus did not join inrdhelt against Rome because they had been instructe
to obey civil authorities (Matt 22:21; Rom 12), Consequently, they were considered national
traitors by Israel. Few Jews converted to Glafier Rome crushed the revolt.
6. On May 14, 1948 Israel was re-establishedrestian. No other people group in the history & th
world has remained intact while out of their ldodsuch a long period of time. But it had to happ
because God is faithful. He kept His promise bwakham that nothing would thwart His plan for him.
a. Israel was a major player in events connewetgdJesus’ first coming and will be with His Sedon
Coming. Jesus was born in Israel, carried oatrhinistry, and was crucified there. He’'ll return
to the Mount of Olives, the place from which Henwback to Heaven. Acts 1:11; Zech 14:4; etc.
b. The final seven years leading up to the Lordtarn will be particularly difficult for IsraelThere
will be war in their land (Armageddon) Dan 1,2Zech 12:2,3; 14:2; Jer 30:7; etc.
1. The final world ruler will enter a rebuilt igle in Jerusalem and declare Himself to be God.
2 He will then try to wipe out the descendaritdloraham to prevent the Lord from keeping as
yet unfulfilled promises to Abraham and Da\idn 9:27; Gen 15:18; Ps 89:4,29; etc.

C. As we stated earlier, there is much misundedstg concerning the place of Israel in God’s repgeve
plan. TV preachers make it sound as though omelofireatest duties as Christians is to insuretineval
of national Israel. They say we need to go baakur Jewish roots learn Hebrew and celebrateghsts.

1. What does it mean that Israel is the choseplparf God? It doesn’t mean that they're more
important to God than everyone else or that evex\else has a lesser place in the plan of God.
a. They were chosen as the people group throingimihe Redeemer came, chosen to receive the
written record, chosen to picture the RedeemerHin plan of redemption until He came.
b. Israel is not called the chosen people iltbe Testament. Believers in Jesus are called chose
That’s not a rejection of Israel. It is a reoitign of their place and role in redemptive higtor
1. Peter (a Jew) applied Ex 19:5,6 to the ChutdPet 2:9,10--But you are God’s “chosen
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generation”, his “royal priesthood”, his “holation”, His “peculiar peoplel] all the old
titles of God'’s people belong to you...Now you Hre people of God. (Phillips)
2. Chosen is the same word used when Paul sgad$ purpose in redemption (Eph 1:4). The
word means to select for oneself with the asmgsidea of kindness, favor and love. God
chose all men and women for sonship through faiChrist and His sacrifice.
c. Jesus didn’t die to make us Jewish. He aieddke us all (Jew and Gentile) literal sons of God
through the new birth. Col 3:11--There is nothbut Christ in any of us (Knox); In this new man
of God’s design there is no distinction betweeadk and Hebrew, Jew or Gentile, foreigner or
savage, slave or free man. Christ is all thatenafor Christ lives in them all (Phillips).
d. TV preachers talk about how we have to suppational Israel or we will be cursed. Gen 12:3
has nothing to with whether or not our Congresssps agreements favorable to Israel. That
interpretation waters down the wonderful promisel @ade and kept to Abraham.
1. Let me clearly state: As America’s ally awla fellow democracy, | believe it is right forou
country to support them. But we've taken treise way too far.
2. If you can’t be blessed unless you suppoaelswhat did everyone do from 70 A.D. when it
ceased to exist as a nation until 1948 wherag meestablished? What happened to the early
Christians who, under the direction of Jesusy'tigslipport Israel’s revolt against Rome?
2. The feasts, the sacrifices, the various ritaatablished by God were not set up for all tifhbey were
types and shadows. When the substance comessherenore need for the shadows. Heb 10:1
a. In his writings Paul dealt with those who saglmust keep these Old Testament (Jewish) rituals.
1. Col 2:16,17--Let no one sit in judgment om yo matters of food and drink or with regard to
a feast or a new moon or a Sabbath (Amp). gtt@ags are only the shadow of what was to
come, the substance is in the Christ"(@@nt).
2. To those who said the Gentiles had to beicigised to be saved. Paul wrote: We have
circumcision of the heart through union with ShrCol 2:11
b. If the feasts and rituals are for the Churentwhy didn’'t Paul (a Hebrew among Hebrews, Phil
3:4,5) tell Christians to hold on to these Jewstts and continue to celebrate them?
3. We've got TV preachers selling shawls for praased shofars (rams’ horns) for protection.
a. Jewish law said: A man should veil himselewthe prays to show he is ashamed before God and
unworthy to behold him. Paul said this was prapriate for a New Covenant believer. | Cor 11:4
b. Paul wrote that through union with Christ veare His authority (Eph 2:6). We have the right to
speak in Jesus’ name (John 14:13; etc.). That'grotection, not a ram’s horn.
4. Jewish people need salvation from sin throagh in Christ as much as any Gentile. They'vectgd
their Messiah, the only satisfaction for sin. iBkein the Father is not enough. John 14:6

. Conclusion: Let’s not allow unscriptural teawdpirob us of the blessing that comes from seeiragl's
place in the plan of redemption. Their story assws of the faithfulness of God. He keeps HisdVor



