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FAITH, SIGHT, AND REALITY

Introduction: We are talking about learningste reality as it truly is or the way things reallg according
to God so that we can walk in the light of it aleimonstrate the will of God in our lives. (Thatkat
renewing the mind is all abdutRom 12:1,2). We want to continue our discussiotiis lesson.
1. In previous lessons we’ve said that we musetstdnd that we were created to become literalahct
sons and daughters of God by receiving therif@od] eternal life. Titus 1:2
a. Eternal life is not live forever life. ItiBe uncreated life of God, the substance and beitGpd
Himselt] God’s life. ZOE is the Greek word used for etetifal John 1:4; 5:26
1. Our spirit (our innermost being) was credteteceive and express the life of God. God gives
us His life by uniting us with Himself, with thie in Jesus. In John 3:16, “believe in”
literally means “believe into” Jesus.
2. When a person believes on Jesus as Savidtaddhe Holy Spirit unites him to the life in
Jesus. Eternal life comes into that personistsmd he is literally born of God. | John 5:1
A. 1John 5:11--And this testimony is that Guas given us eternal life, and this life is given
through union with His Son. (Williams)
B. The Bible uses three word pictures to descour relationship to Jesus once we are born
again. All depict union and shared life: Viared branch (John 15:5); Head and body
(Eph 1:22,23); Husband and wife (Eph 5:31,32).
b. We now partake of the life of the Vine. Whateis in that life is in us because that liferisour
spirit. | Cor 6:17--But the man who is in uniath the Lord is spiritually one with Him
(Williams).
c. The entrance of this life into our spirit puogs a tremendous transformation. We were dead (cu
off from, lacking the uncreated, eternal lifeGdd in our spirit). Now we are alive (possesshng
life of God in our spirit). Eph 2:1,5
1. We were unholy, unrighteous children of tkegibthrough our first birth. Now we are holy,
righteous sons and daughters of God throughelaebirth. | John 4:10; Il Cor 5:21; | Cor
1:30; I Cor 6:9-11
2. We were by nature objects of God’s wrath.wNee are partakers of His nature. God’s nature
is life. 1l Pet 1:4; John 1:4; 5:26
d. This life will ultimately transform every paot our being, making us like Jesus in character an
power, holiness and love. Rom 8:29; Phil 3:20|2lghn 3:2
1. God works from the inside out. In this predée, it is God’s plan that His life in your si
affect you outwardly or produce fruit. Fruit is outward evidence of tifie within.
2. God desires that His life to come into yoaulsand dominate your mind and emotions with
peace, patience and joy. He wants His uncrdéigetb come into your body and produce
healing, health, and strength for service.
2. We struggle with this because we try to “fd@B life of God in us or “feel” its effects. Or virgy to
make something happen, make that life flow ouibr into us. But that's not how it works.
a. If you are born again there’s something in @t was not there befdrighe uncreated, eternal
life of God. Itis a present tense possessioinn B:36; John 5:24; | John 5:12
1. You (your spirit) are alive with it. You weedead. Now you are alive because of the life of
God in your spirit. You don’t have to do anyiti
2. Because you are born again you are livingrglive because you have the life of God in you.
You are living by, because of, the life in yeuas much as a branch is alive because of its
union with the vine. That’s why you are now Mea bound.
b. We are living by the life of God. To expegeroutwardly this inward reality, we need to know i
(get accurate information from the Bible) antid it.
3. Last week we looked at Paul, a man who leatodigte in dependence on the life in him througtoun
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with Christ. That life made him more than a coerqu, ready for anything through the strength ofiGo
in him by His life. Rom 8:37; Phil 4:13
a. Gal 2:20--Paul knew he died with Christ and waased up together with Him. He knew that
when Jesus was given resurrection life he was And that life became his possession through
the new birth. Paul knew he was alive with, lsesof the life of God in him.
1. He lived with the awareness of his union v@tirist and he lived expecting God in him to be
his power and ability, to be and do in and digto him all he needed him to be.
2. He lived by faith in the Vine, Jesus, to dygpm, the branch, with all he needed to beartfrui
through that union, through that life.
b. This agrees with what John, the one who wittde Jesus came to give us life, said (John 10:10).
John recorded that all who are born of God awaethe world through faith. | John 5:4
1. All who are born of God are overcomers. Hnl6:4--Because all that is begotten of God
(Alford); all that receives new life from Godd2 Cent); takes its origin from God (Knox).
2. Overcometh is the same word Paul used in B8 for conquerors. It means to subdue and
is translated conquer, prevail, get the victoidohn added a preposition HUPER, meaning
over, above, beyond).
3. Every born again Christians is a world ovareg, fully able to overcome in and over the
challenges life brings our way. Yet many arkedied, overcome by those challenges.
4. The difficulty is that most of us live and waddl sight rather than faith. We pointed out laseWthat,
in the context of expecting what was on the insitleim to show up outwardly, Paul wrote: We walk
by faith and not by sight. 1l Cor 5:7
a. Faith that accesses the provision and pow@iodfis not sincerity or depth of commitment to the
Lord. Itis believing what God says over andwabwhat you see and feel, despite what you see.
b. God has chosen to work in our lives by graceugh faith. That's how our initial salvation cesn
to us and that's how all the provisions of sabrabecome operative in our lives.
1. You can have something from God but if yon'tbelieve it, it will be as though you don’t
have it. Last week we discussed Peter, a mgnoerred by God to walk on water who
almost drowned because he doubted it. Matt 1324-
2. Faith is not sight. Faith is agreement v@thd. It has nothing to do with what we see or.feel
c. Most of us walk by sight and don’t realize Tto walk by sight means you base what you believe
and how you act on what you see and feel.
1. Example: |feel weak therefore | must be kveledon’t feel well therefore 1 am not well.
But, in every situation, there are always twarses of information available: what we see
and feel and what God says. Sometimes they adgeeoften they don't. If we will learn to
side in with what God says, what we see andvidethanged.
2. My evidence that | have strength, patienmg, health, wisdom (whatever is in eternal life in
me is the Word of God. The Bible is my evidetiw the life of God is in me and that | am
living by the life of God.
5. The night before Jesus went to the Cross Hktkat we can be of good cheer (have courage) becau
He has overcome the world (John 16:33). Overcartiee same word used by both Paul and John,
a. Jesus is God became a man without ceasing@od. While on earth He did not live as God. He
lived as a man in union with and dependent uperuncreated, eternal life of His Father in His
human spirit. John 5:26; 6:57; 14:10; etc.
1. Jesus demonstrated what a man in union wotth ®7ing by the life of God in His spirit,
looks like. And He said that following His resection we could have the same kind of
relationship with the Father that He hiasnion with the life in God. John 14:20
2. The next day Jesus went to the Cross ancedpde way for the new birth by paying for and
removing our sins. When we believe on Jesusios are remitted (wiped out) and God fills
us with, unites us to, His life through Jesus.
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b. By conquering sin and death through His daathresurrection and uniting us to the life in Him,
Jesus made it possible for us to become whatas$ein His earth walk conquerors.
1. John 16:33--And now my words are finishedhave spoken them that, in all the life which
you live in communion with me, you may have @eaa constant stay for your hearts amid
the tribulation of the world. In the world youlMhave tribulation through the antagonism of
men and the trials of suffering, but be of goodrage. | have overcome the world. Its
temptations and hostilities have not once gaihedupper hand over me. In my strength you,
too, shall overcome and in all the struggle hayepeace. Be of good courage. (Riggs
Paraphrase).
2. We are overcomers because we now partakedame life (ability, strength) by which
Jesus, as a man, was empowered to overcomel@ngrthat came His way in His earth walk,
the same life that reanimated the dead bodysafsland brought Him out of the grave.
c. Jesus in me has already overcome everytHmgdn bring my way. He’ll now do it in me and
through me to enable me to overcome.
1. We tryto feel it. We try to make it happeltust believe it. Walk in agreement with God.
2. Get your information about reality (the waings really are) from the Bible and believe it.

. Many of the accounts in the Old Testament weoermded so that we don’t make the same mistakee sdbm
them made, specifically people whom God delivérech bondage in Egypt. | Cor 10:6;11
1. What God did for them is called redemption.d®oought them out of slavery in Egypt to bringrth
into Canaan, a land flowing with milk and honaye@ning full provision).
a. It's real people and real events that readlydened. But it also pictures the ultimate redempt
Jesus provided for us. God brought us out oftdieabring us into life.
1. That first generation of Hebrew people neargered into, never experienced what God
provided for them through redemption becausenbklief. Heb 3:19: 4:2
2. They are an example of people for whom Godanfall provision, but it didn’t come to pass
in their lives because they walked by sight aatby faith.
b. God brought them out of Egypt and, under daglérship of Moses, led them to Canaan. At the
border, twelve spies were sent in to check ceildhd. They came back with a report that it was a
beautiful land with formidable obstacles: waltgties, war-like tribes and giant warriors.
Num 13:26-33; Num 14:6-9
1. All the spies saw the same thing. Two ofhtle®ncluded: We are well able to take this land.
Ten concluded: We can't take the land. If wewie’ll die. They influenced the entire nation
and all refused to enter the land.
2. Everyone got exactly what they believed alboeir situation. Joshua and Caleb entered and
settled in Canaan. Everyone else died in th@emwess between Egypt and Canaan. 2.
What Israel did is called unbelief (Heb 3:19).eTeport of the ten spies is called evil (Num 13:32
a. They didn’t cuss or blaspheme. They assebs@dsituation only in terms of what they could see
how they felt, and what they concluded based oatwiey saw and felt. They didn’t bring God’s
Word into the discussion. Here was God’s Worthem.
1. Gen 15:5-7; 13-14--God had made a covenahtAlraham (their ancestor) that he and his
descendants would inherit the land of Canaan.
A. Inherit in the Hebrew means: to occupydf®IVING OUT PREVIOUSTENANTS
and possessing in their place; to take posse#isiough conquering.
B. God said Abraham’s descendants would tenmiypiwell in a foreign land under
afflictive conditions but that He wouBRING THEM BACK (v16). This information
was passed down from father to son, down t@émeration that ended up in Egypt.
2. When God commissioned Moses to lead Israeblgypt His first words were: I've come
to deliver you out of this condition aBiRING YOU BACK into your land Ex 3:7,8; 6:6-8
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A. God clearly demonstrated His power, protatind provision for His people during the
ten plagues through which Pharaoh was persuadetithem go. Ex 8:22,23; 9:4-6; etc.
B. The night before they left Egypt God instad them to reenact the Passover yearly as a
remembrance of their deliverance once WERE SETTLED in the land. Ex 13:3-16
b. But in spite of all this, the ten spies saWle look like grasshoppers to ourselves and to our
enemies. Nothing could have been further froenttbth. God with them was bigger than any
enemy they would encounter and their enemies wemeafraid of them. Josh 2:9-11
c. Joshua and Caleb assessed their situati@nns tof God’s Word about reality as it truly isod>
is with us to bring us into the land just aspdemised. Fear not. Num 13:30; 14:6-9
3. We see clearly that the faith that accessessGumiver to produce tangible results is not sin@ing
committed to the Lord. Israel was committed.eyrhad followed the cloud and the pillar of firétake
way to the border of Canaan. Yet they walkedlliotey sight and not by faith.
a. After Israel came through the Red Sea theyahaglebration and sang a song of victory declaring
that God had delivered them just as He saidcr il take hold of our enemies in the land
because the Mighty Lord is with us. We will erttee land by your power. Ex 15:11-15
1. When they were able to see and feel the kqvdiver and help they believed in it. When
what they saw and felt contradicted what God 8=y didn't believe it.
2. They didn’t look or feel like conquerors, liey were because God was with them as their
ability and power.
b. What if, on the way to Canaan, they had caomiihto sing this song, continued to proclaim God’s
Word, and build their confidence in what He Ipadmised them?
1. They would have “come a process of persuasitine settled conclusion” (Rom 8:38, Wuest)
that by God’s power they were well able to daw@od told them to do.
2. They would not have been moved by what tlasy &nd felt. They would have believed what
God said and experienced all that He intenbethtto have.

C. Conclusion: We must see ourselves in termsality as it truly is. God, by His life, is in @s our ability
and power. We simply need to believe it. Thatsy we walk in dependence on this life in us.
1. Learn to live with the consciousness that GxydHis life, is in you. The Greater Oneisin you
work in and through you. Become God-inside mindedhn 4:4
2. Col 2:6--Since, then, you have received thasGleven Jesus the Lord, conduct yourselvesdn th
consciousness of union with Him. (Wade)
3. More next week!



