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THE BIBLE AND REALITY

A. Introduction: Rom 12:1,2--We’ve been discusding importance of renewing our minds. We want to
continue our study in this next series of lessons.
1. All of us gather information about the worldand us through our five physical senses. That
information is needful but limited because thera whole dimension beyond the reach of our senses
It is the unseen realm -- the realm of God arslkiigdom. | Tim 1:17; Col 1:16; Il Cor 4:18; etc.
a. Before we took Jesus as Savior and Lord wenbaslay to access this realm (John 3:3).
Consequently, we came to Christ with a skewadamplete view of reality.
b. Therefore we now need to learn to see thingsvay they really are or renew our minds.
1. Torenew your mind means to change your jpéiare of reality so that you see yourself, the
world, and your circumstances as God sees them.
2. To fully demonstrate the will of God in oiwrds we must learn to see reality as it truly id an
then walk in the light of it.
2. The only reliable source of information we hab®ut God and His unseen kingdom, about the way
things really are, is the Bible. Therefore wech&eread, study, and feed on the Bible.
a. But for many people that is a problem. Thieydlly do not know how to approach the Bible:
What do | read? How much do | read? What abbuhe stuff | don’t understand?
b. In this next portion of our series we’re gotogalk about how to read and study the Biblethis
lesson we want to cover some introductory paintecal to understanding the Bible.

B. We want to begin by first making several thingsy clear about why we need to read the Bible.

1. Many sincere Christians have misunderstoogtipose for which we read the Bible. Bible reading
has become a source of bondage and or guilbén tbecause they don’t read much (if at all) orervh
they do read, they find it boring and hard toensthnd.

a. Bible reading is not one of the “rules” of Ghimnity that if broken gets you into a lot of titwe
with God. We don’t read to gain “brownie pointgith God. You can’t earn God’s favor.
b. Reading or not reading the Bible does notcaf@od’s love or care for you. Your standing with
God is not changed at all by reading or not regdiSo why read?
1. Through the new birth we become citizensefKingdom of God (Col 1:13; Phil 3:20). This
kingdom has new language, new customs, new wofagsing. If you never learn those things
you'll be limited in how much peace, power, grdvision you can access in the kingdom.
2. ltis vital for your well being, spirit, squdnd body. God’s written word is food (Matt 43&r
15:16), light to our path (Ps 119:105), arnfes 91:4; Eph 6:13-17), medicine (Prov 4:22).
c. God’'s Word works in us to produce change iwhen we believe it. | Thess 2:13--And we also
[especially] thank God continually for this, tivelhen you received the message of God [which you
heard] from us, you welcomed it not as the worghwére] men but as what it truly is, the Word of

God, which is effectually at work in those who adhto and trust in and rely on it. (Amp)

2. The Bible is our only 100% reliable sourcerdbrmation about God and His kingdom. His Word is
truth or reality. John 17:17--Thy word is theekation of eternal spiritual verities. (Riggs)

a. The Bible is God’s revelation to man of Hinfigeld His plans and purposes. God used human
authors to pen the words, but God inspired the.md&im 3:16
1. The word inspiration in the Greek is THEOPNEWDS, made up of two words: THEOS, or
God, and PNEO, meaning to breathe or blow. itagpn literally means God-breathed.
2. The Bible does not contain the word of Gtids the word of God. If Jesus Christ were to
appear to you He would say nothing differenttbacontrary to what the Bible says.
b. We cannot know God through our feelings, atellect, or our physical senses. We can only
know Him through His written word.
1. The Living Word, the Lord Jesus Christ, ige@ed to us in and through the written word.
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2. John 6:63--All the words through which | hafeered myself to you are meant to be channels

of the spirit and of life to you, since in belieg those words you would be brought into

contact with the life in me. (Riggs)

c. The non-denominational charismatic move broaghave of fresh air to the Body of Christ. But
it had some down sides. One of them was théhasip on feelings and experiences -- everybody
seeking to hear from God and feel His presence.

1. “Hearing God's voice” is very subjective. | Af us are vulnerable to thinking we've heard
from God when we have not. It is made doubffialilt because most people are unfamiliar

with God’s voice because they are not familiaihviis voice in the pages of scripture.

2. The number one way God speaks and revealwilli® us is through the Bible. Prov 6:20-23

d. The Bible is more reliable than any superratexperience, and all supernatural experiences mus
be judged in the light of the Bible. Luke 24:2B: 1l Pet 1:16-21

C. There are some basic keys to Bible interpretatibich you must understand and use if your Bibkaing
is going to be helpful and effective.
1. The Bible is a collection of books and letigesined by various authors but it has one main theme
God'’s desire for a family and the lengths to whitghwent to obtain that family through Jesus Christ

a. The Bible is not a collection of independegrises unrelated to each other. Each verse in the
Bible somehow “fits” with every other verse anih the overall theme.

1. Imagine trying to understand a car -- itgo@se, function, appearance, etc. -- if you had neve
seen a whole car, just a room which contairentwpieces from a car.

2. That's the way many Christians try to intetgand understand the Bible. But you cannot fully

understand individual verses until you first @&@an understanding of the whole.

b. The Bible was not written in chapters and @ersThe chapter divisions were developed in the

early 1200s A.D. The verse divisions were ndyfdeveloped until 1551 A.D.

c. These divisions were added to aid the readEngy serve as reference points to help readaus fi
particular passages in scripture.

2. We must learn to read everything in the Bibleontext. It means understanding each part (iddal
verses, individual books) in relation to all thtber verses and books of the Bible.

a. Each verse is related to the verses beforai@ad Each book in the Bible is related to lad t
other books and all of them add to the stor§goll’s desire for a family.

b. And, everything in the Bible was written byrsone to someone about something. Somebody is
speaking or writing to someone about somethihg.accurately interpret any verse, you must
determine those three things in order to sebthendaries of interpretation.

1. The scripture cannot mean something to usttieuld not have meant to those to whom it
was first spoken or written.
2. There are eternal, timeless truths in théeBidich can be personally applied to you and me.
But, before you can do that, you must havariiene, historical meaning of the words -- who
is talking to who about what. Otherwise, we o@ake the Bible say anything we want. If you
put Matt 27:5 with Luke 10:37 it looks like thebRe says its okay to kill yourself.

c. Consider two examples of taking verses owubotext and altering the meaning.

1. 1 Cor 10:13 is often used to say that God'tmgime you more trials than you can bear. In
context the verse says that no temptation tesgjneater than you can bear because God

always provides a way of escape.

2. Luke 6:38 is often used at offering time nec@urage people to give generously. But the verse
has nothing to do with money. Jesus is stdtingwhat you give out in terms of mercy and
forgiveness to others, in that measure it withedback to you.

d. You might ask, how can | determine who is &peato whom about what? First, you must know
that you are supposed to be looking for thairmftion. Often times it is obvious from the text
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itself if you are on the lookout for it. Secotidere are study aids which can help you. We'll
discuss them later in this series.

3. Many approach the Bible this way: What doe@setin to me? That is wrong. It doesn’t mattertitha
means to you or to me. What matters is: Whas dogay? What would it mean if | did not exist?
a. There are not “many different interpretations”
1. There is one meaning which the Holy Spitiended when it was written and which He wants
to show us. We should endeavor to determinentieaning.
2. Il Pet 1:20,21--[Yet] first [you must] undé&ad this, that no prophecy of Scripture is [a
matter] of any personal or private or specidrpretation (loosening, solving). For no
prophecy ever originated because some man wil[galdo so][] it never came by human
impulsel] but as men spoke from God who were borne alongéohand impelled) by the
Holy Spirit. (Amp)
b. Too much of the time sermons and Bible teaghare nothing more than a speaker giving his
ideas about something and then reading one Yeus®f context) that supports his idea.
c. Bible study for many people means getting tiogyewith fellow believers in someone’s living
room, reading a verse, and letting everyonengitieir interpretation (opinion) of the verse.
1. What if several people decided to study medito become doctors and they agreed to meet
once a week in one of their homes. At the meetiey’d take a standard medical book, read
a paragraph at random, and then discuss itryBre would tell what it means to them and
how they feel about it, and give an opinion abmshbéat they think it means.
2. Even after a long period of time had passebinauch discussion had taken place, would you
let any one of these people operate on yougo@fse not. Yet, that's how many people
approach the study of the most important boakénuniverse.
d. Itisn't wrong to discuss what verses meatn\riends, but, recognize, that is not Bible study.
That is fellowship. Bible reading and study mstapproached systematically. And we need help
from people who have already studied it and knawenthan we do. That's why good teaching is
so important for spiritual growth.

. The number one key to understanding the Bibteasling it, not just parts of it, but reading #reire Bible.
1. Too often the only Bible reading people ddsitt daily devotional. While that is better thasthing
we must recognize its limitations.
a. Most devotionals are set up like this: Thiéydeerse is printed at the top of the page. Ameht
the rest of the page is an author's commentapporion about what that verse means. You're
still not reading the Bible as it needs to be read
b. When Paul wrote Philippians (a letter writterChristians living in the city of Philippi) heddnot
intend for them to pick out verses at randomthea discuss them. He intended that they read the
letter from start to finish.
2. You must read the Bible through to become famvlith it. Understanding comes with familiarity.
Therefore, you need to develop a systematic nggaliogram for yourself.
a. Start with the New Testament. Use a tramsiatou are comfortable with. Set aside 20 to 30
minutes everyday to read (or as close to thabasible).
b. Start with the Gospel of Matthew. Read ashmagyou can in one sitting. Leave a marker where
you stop and pick up there the next day.
1. If you come to something you don’t undersiguast keep reading. Don’t stop to look up all
the words in a Greek dictionary. Don't get the concordance. Don'’t read the study notes at
the bottom of the page. Just read the Bible.
2. Often, you'll see something in the next fdvapters which will help you with the verse you
didn’t understand. Or, next time you read tigiothat chapter you’ll get more understanding.
c. People often ask me how | became so familitir the Bible. This is the system | used: When |
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finished Matthew | then read through each epi@kcept for Revelation). Then | read Mark and
all the epistles again. Then Luke and the lgsistgain. Then John and the epistles. Lastpd r
Acts and then started over with Matthew. (ltedito read Revelation until | had more
understanding about Jesus’ return.)
d. Save the Old Testament (except for Psalmg$ameerbs) until you’'ve become familiar with the
New Testament. The Old Testament is importaritjtbmust be read in the light of the New.
1. The Bible is progressive revelation. God ¢naslually revealed Himself to man in the pages
of scripture. The Old Testament is not a coteplevelation of God and His plan for man.
2. We find the complete revelation in JesuhieNlew Testament. Heb 1:1-3; John 14:9,10
e. It will take a while, but if you will follow aystematic reading plan, you will gradually become
familiar with the New Testament. Then, you Wi ready to move on to the Old Testament.
Through systematic reading of the New Testampentwill develop a frame of reference by which to
judge things. You will get an accurate pictufevbat Christianity is supposed to look like.
a. Bible reading may be more important now thdmas ever been. We are living at the end of the
age. The return of Jesus is very near. Andldoeption level in the world -- but particularly in

the church -- has skyrocketed.

b. Because of the developments in technologyr@ygan get their message out to multitudes of
people. There are so many voices out therehgwe to be able to discern truth from error.
c. Our protection against end-time deceptionagd’&word. Il Tim 3:13-17

. Conclusion: People struggle with reading theldbecause they literally don’t know how to apiod.
We have a lot more to say about how to read armtiyshe Bible in the next several lessons, but ickems
these points as we close.

1.

Although it may not seem like it at first, umstanding does come with familiarity. If you wadmmit
to reading the New Testament systematically @sl@scribe above) on a regular basis you will eotic
a difference.

a. Bible reading is not “bells and whistles goaffj. People think that if they don't “feel
something” when they read they aren’t gettingthimg out of it. But when you eat food you don’t

worry about whether or not you “feel” vitamins amgkrients going into your system. You just eat.

b. People think that when they read the Bibl&hély don’t have some great revelation or spiritual
experience, they must not be doing it correcByit most of the time nothing obvious happens

when you read the Bible. You just read.

2.

3.

If you are not a regular Bible reader your mivit never be renewed to the point where your
perception of reality is changed and you are abfally demonstrated God'’s will in your life. Bas
you become a regular reader, gradually (almopenceptibly at first) your view of reality will stiato
change and you will see the effects in your life.

When you read the Bible it is helpful to undansl its structure. We’'ll talk about that next wee



