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DREAMS, VISIONS, AND VOICES

Introduction: We are talking about the roletloé Holy Spirit in our lives as part of a biggesalission
about becoming God-inside minded. John 14:17hhJa4
1. If Jesus is your Lord and Savior, God, by tlodytSpirit, has indwelled you. You are now the pen
or dwelling place of God. The great apostle Raayed that Christians would become conscious of
the fact that God is in them and then live accayiy. Eph 1:19,20; | Cor 6:19
a. The Holy Spirit is in you to empower you teelin obedience to God as well as to transform you
by conforming you to the image of Christ (makei yike Jesus in character and power, holiness
and love). Rom 8:3,4; 12,13; 29,30; | John 2:6
b. The Holy Spirit is also in us to guide ushidd 6:13,14--But when he, the Spirit of truth, ceme
he will guide you into all truth. He will not spk on his own; he will speak only what he hears,
and he will tell you what is yet to come. He viating glory to me by taking from what is mine
and making it know to you. (NIV)
1. Truthis a Person (John 14:6) who is revealedBook (John 17:17). The Spirit of Truth (the
Holy Spirit) works with the Word of truth (thelBe) to reveal the Truth (the Lord Jesus).
2. The number one way the Holy Spirit guides ufiisugh His written Word (the Bible) which
reveals the Living Word (Jesus). He leads umewith His Word.
3. The Holy Spirit inspired the men who wrote Bible and He gives us understanding as we
read. Ps 119:105; Il Tim 3:16; | Pet 1:11,1P¢kt 1:20,21
c. The Bible is 50% history, 25% prophecy, aBécdnstruction on how to live. The Scriptures
reveal God’s will, plans, and purposes. Andgjives us guidelines and principles of wisdom to
help us make wise choices in the affairs of life.
1 In areas where there are no specific Biblegges to direct us, the Holy Spirit guides us
through an inward witness or assurance. Pro272@Rom 8:16
2. The Holy Spirit communicates with us, nobtingh audible words, but through bearing
witness or testifying to and with our spirit.
2. It's very common amongst Christians to heappeseay: “the Lord told me such and such.” Others
talk about the dreams and visions they believd_tdrd gives them. You can find courses on
interpreting dreams in bookstores and onlinet rsal? In this lesson we’re going to addressnioee
spectacular examples of God directing peopleuthincaudible voices, dreams, visions, and angelic
visitations? We could do a series on the topit Hopefully what follows will be helpful to you.

Human beings have a hunger for the supernatia.were created to interact with a supernatuiB¢ing
(Almighty God) and live supernatural lives. Supsural means of or relating to an order of existen
beyond the visible, observable universe.
1. We all have a desire to contact the realm baybe seen world and receive guidance from beings
with greater knowledge and power than ourselW¥s. want to know the future and receive direction i
the affairs of life. That's why people consuslyphics, go to fortune tellers, and read horoscopes
2. However, for a Christian, this desire to intéraith the unseen must be brought under the dinect
and protection of the written Word of God (the IB)ldfor several reasons.
a. First, there’s a lot of carelessness amonhgestians today. People overuse the phrase “thd Lo
told me” and attribute every thought, idea, &aeling they have to the Lord.
1. It makes it sound as though God actuallystatkthem audibly and that He is directing their
every move down to which pair of socks to puirothe morning. But God doesn’t direct
people in this way. How do | know? Becausedlsenothing like that in the New Testament.
2. People attribute statements to God thaemeomes to pass and credit Him with advice that
produces poor or ungodly results. If God ilrigleveryone everything people say He's
telling them, then He often contradicts Himsgifjes bad advice, and doesn’t keep His word.
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A. | can’t tell you the number of woman I'vecheeveal to me that the Lord told them they'd
be married by age 35, with two children, anfuiitime ministry with their husband. It
doesn’t happen and they get mad at God or teegmpther word from that they’ll marry
at age 45. I've had others say the Lord toldnthe marry a certain man. But, he turned
out to be a wife-beater so God told them to leaNene of this is glorifying to God.
B. I'm not criticizing anyone, but | am saying need to be more precise in how we
describe our interactions with the Lord. We @eidea or really want to do something,
and we decide this must be from God. Howeveerdls a big difference between: the
Lord spoke to me and | have an idea that | thenke from God.
C. Add to that, very few people can tell thifeslence between their soul (mind and
emotions) and their spirit (where God directs (3 his discernment only comes to us
from reading the Bible) So, when we get excabdut something, we wrongly take that
emotional feeling as the leading or even the voicgod.
3. All of this imprecision makes us more susit#@tto information from the “dark side”. There
really is a devil and he and his cohorts preaBmf us with thoughts in an attempt to
influence our actions and draw us in ungodlyaions. Familiarity with the written Word of
God helps us tell the difference between ouiitsgd soul, and helps us recognize outside
influences from the devil. Heb 4:12; Eph 6:11-B8;91:4
b. Second, we must recognize and be aware thdintles we're living in are rampant with deception.
1. Jesus Himself said that religious deceptidhbe a hallmark of the years preceding His
return, warning that there will be false Christel false prophets who demonstrate what seem
to be supernatural signs and wonders (Matt 344L,; 24). Paul echoed Jesus’ words when
he also wrote of lying signs and wonders jusbleflesus returns (Il Thess 2:8,9).
A. In other words, there will be what appeab#osupernatural signs that seem to be from
God and many will be deceived. To be decemedns to believe a lie. The only
protection against deception is the truth. $peit of Truth is here to guide us into all
truth by exalting the written Word (the Bible) wwh reveals the Living Word (Jesus).
B. The Bible is our only 100% objective, acdargevelation from God. Supernatural
experiences like voices, dreams, visions, angelic visitations must be judged in the
light of the written Word of God.
2. Sadly, Bible knowledge and reading amongsisg@ians is at an all time low (reputable
surveys bear this out), leaving people vulnerablbeing misled by false supernatural
demonstrations. Added to this is the fact thahany Christian circles today, the importance
of the Bible is downplayed.
A. I've seen books in Christian bookstores 8@t revelation through prophecy, dreams, and
even feelings is on a par with the Bible, @rglsubjective experiences over Scripture.
1. Churches services are held where peoplegheplatform and paint as part of the
worship. The idea is that the painters ararggtevelation from the Spirit through
their painting. There’s nothing like that in Rtuare.
2. Sincere Christians attend meetings becdugse’s a prophet in attendance and they
want to get a word from God. Or they go tcetitegs where people prophesy to each
other. How is that any different than goingttortune teller?
B. Well known ministers make statements liks:thfWe don’t want to be Bible eggheads
with all word and no spirit.” But it isn’'t dieither or choice”. We need both. However,
a true demonstration of the Spirit of God wikhgmify and glorify the Living Word,
Jesus, and will draw men to, not away from thigtem Word of God.
3. I'm not saying that the Lord doesn’t speak $dhrough audible voices, prophecy, and dreamisadr t
He never moves in spectacular supernatural whyssaying that because of the times in which we
live, with people seeking supernatural experienaksg with increasing ignorance of the Bible and
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rampant deception, we need to read the Biblerldweer before.
a. It will help us recognize genuine demonstratiof the Spirit of God. And it will protect usm
being misled by our own emotions or lying sigmsl wonders.
b. For the rest of the lesson we’re going to labthe New Testament and see how the Holy Spirit
interacted with the first Christians.

. When we read the Book of Acts which describesdisciples’ activities as they went out to pratidhe
resurrection of Jesus, we see that Holy Spiritteddisciples by the inward witness, by speakmtpém,
and by more spectacular interaction such as dreahsisions. Note these points.

1. In last week’s lesson we found that the finghg the Holy Spirit did in the lives of the disk@p was

give them revelation concerning who Jesus is alitiy understanding of the Scriptures (Matt 16:

16;17; Luke 24:43-45). Notice also some commaitdramong these disciples.

a. These people left all to follow Jesus. Whesud' teachings became hard for some to accept and
many quit following Him, He asked His discipiéthey would leave too. Peter’'s response was:
Where else would we go? You have the wordgafMatt 19:27; John 6:66-69

b. They desired God’s glory above their own goW¢hen they were jailed and beaten for preaching
the resurrection of Jesus in Jerusalem and erdexed not to do it any more, their response was:
We serve God, not man. It's right for us tovdmat He’s told us to do. Acts 4:18-20; Acts 5:29

2. Consider a few examples of how the Holy Splirécted the apostles in the Book of Acts. Notica
all the direction they received served redemppiwgoses and led to the gospel going forth anglpeo
coming to saving knowledge of Jesus.

a. Acts 8:26-38--An angel spoke to Philip aneédied him to go from Jerusalem to Gaza where he

met an Ethiopian eunuch and, under the direaifdhe Holy Spirit, he preached Jesus to the man.

b. Acts 9:10-12--Ananias of Damascus had a visibare the Lord directed him to minister to the

newly converted Saul (Paul).

c. Acts 10:9-20--Peter had a vision of a shdledfiwith all types of animals (clean and unclean).

1. He heard a voice tell him to kill and eatyaxhishing him not to call unclean what God has
cleansed. Peter wasn’t sure what the visiominea

2. While Peter pondered the vision, the Holyri®mld him to go with men who just arrived at
the place where he was staying. They took bithé home of a man named Cornelius and

Peter preached the gospel to Gentiles for teetfime.

d. Acts 13:1-4--At Antioch, as elders ministetedhe Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit directedrth

to set Barnabus and Saul apart for the work tchvthey were called.

e. Acts 16:6-10--Paul and Silas preached in abaurof places and weren’t sure where to go next.
The Holy Spirit forbade them from going to Asi/hen they tried to go to Bithynia, the Spirit

didn’t permit them to go. Then Paul had a visidrere a man from Macedonia asked him to

come help them. Paul and Silas went and had@essful preaching trip.

f. Acts 27:10; 23-25--While being taken as aqmir to Rome, Paul perceived or discerned that the
next leg of the voyage would be disastrousef/teet out then. No one listened to him and the

ship ended up in a deadly storm. An angel agoetar Paul and told him the ship would be lost,

but all on board would survive. It all came tepas it was spoken.

3. By using these examples, I'm not implying Goalwt direct us in our personal lives. But so ma¢h
the Christianity to which we’ve been exposed dern America is very self-focused. It's about
making our lives the best they can be as opptwssdeing people come to Jesus. Because our

priorities are often out of order, much of thecatled direction from God people get can’t be &dst

a. Do you ever think in terms of asking God tadguyou to a prayer project in your neighborhood,

someone you can pray for, that laborers will comie their life and share the gospel with them?

b. Do you ever think in terms of asking God torkvin you and make you more Christ-like in

character so that lost people will see Jesusin YOr is your focus only on which car to buy and
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whether you should purchase a three bedroom hestead of a two bedroom one?
c. Do you ever think in terms of what would mgktrify God in your situation, or is it always akio
what would be best for you?
4. We've moved so far away from the picture ofi€tanity we find in the Bible. Consider one exdelp
| mentioned earlier that interpreting dreams &lyebig in many Christian circles today.
a. You can buy dream interpretation manualstéiayou what certain colors and symbols mean in
your dreams. People are instructed to keepebook by their bed and write down anything they
remember about their dreams as soon as they uyakeefore they forget.
b. However, there’s absolutely no Bible basisdioy of that. If we did some lessons on God-given
dreams recorded in the Bible we would find dreafmsarning, dreams of predictions, and dreams
with specific instructions from God regarding kidl. Gen 20:3; Gen 28:12: Gen 31:11; 24; Gen
37:5; Gen 40:5; Dan 2:1; Dan 7:1; Matt 1:20; Matt2; Acts 16:9; etc.
1. All the dreams relate to advancing God’s mlhredemption in some way. The people who
received the dreams didn’'t need a dream int&foe manual to understand it. God made
the meaning clear to them, if not immediatelyaitimely manner. If God gives you a dream
you’'ll know what it means. You won't have to catighe color code in the dream manual.
2. I'm not saying God doesn’t give people todagams. (He does, but they aren’t as spectacular
as an angel telling Joseph Mary is pregnant thighMessiah, Matt 1:20,21). I’'m saying that
lack of Bible knowledge, combined with using esi@ece to determine God'’s will, along with
attributing every idea we have to “God telling issa recipe for disaster.
c. It's not unusual to hear Christians say teotbhristians: The Lord told me to tell you. Thbay
proceed to give directional or correctional aévic that person. We need to be very careful and
honest with ourselves before we do somethingthiag.
1. All of us (including me) sometimes feel thregsure to add the phrase “the Lord told me” to
things we share with others because it givemnuslevated authority as we speak. After all,
it's not me; It's God whose talking to you.
2. If someone gives you a word from God for yibghouldn’t be a surprise. It should confirm
what the Holy Spirit has already been testifyimgour spirit. Under the new covenant, we
don’t have to go through a man to get to God. dafeknow Him individually. Heb 8:11

. Conclusion: I'm not trying to discourage yoorir expecting God to guide us in these more spéetacu
ways. I'm saying that there’s a lot of sillinesghe church today. And some of it is dangerous.

1. The return of Jesus is near and the decepmiaa is ramping up. Perilous times are upon usvesnd
need to learn to follow the leading of the SpfitGod like never before.

2. Feeding on God’s Word and praying in other tasgwill make you more sensitive to the leading of
the Holy Spirit because it helps you become famiith His voice. More next week!!



