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GUIDED INTO TRUTH

Introduction: If Jesus is your Lord and Saviou have been indwelled by God. The Bible refergou as
the temple or dwelling place of God (I Cor 3:866t9). Paul prayed that Christians would know the
greatness of the power in us, the same powerdis#d Christ from the dead, the Holy Spirit. Eph9120.
1. We’re working on becoming God-inside mindeds part of our discussion we’re considering the role
of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believeFor several weeks we’ve been focusing on the Fexdthe
is in us to lead and guide us and want to adddaliscussion in this lesson. John 16:13
a. When we start talking about guidance and timedrom God (the Holy Spirit) people begin to
think in terms of Him telling us what job to takehere to live, who to marry, and what car to buy.
But that’s not the starting point for a studyeeiving guidance from God.
b. In fact, if that's all you know and are conued with in getting direction from God, you moraurth
likely won’'t get what you're looking for.
1. Much of our desire to know what God wantsaudo is self-focused. We're afraid He'll
punish us if we make a wrong turn or we’ll betho some way if we go the wrong direction.
Our desire to be led by God is for our gootieathan His glory.
2. His glory and our good are not necessarilyualy exclusive. But you must have it in the
right order. If you desire His glory above@lie, it will result in good for you, and He will
direct your path. Matt 6:10,11;33; Prov 3:6
2. The night before Jesus went to the Cross, geéfered His disciples for the fact that He waddn
return to Heaven, He promised that the Holy $piauld come and indwell them. John 14:16
a. Three different times that night, Jesus reteto the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Truth anttitélis
disciples that the Holy Spirit would guide themta all truth. John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13
1. Jesus said He will glorify Me by receivingput from Me and showing it to you. He will
testify of Me. John 15:26--He will speak plgimlbout me. (Phillips)
2. The Spirit of Truth works with the Word ofukh to reveal the Truth. He leads us in line with
the written Word, the Bible, which reveals theihg Word, Jesus. John 17:17; John 14:6
b. The first thing we see the Holy Spirit do lre flives of the disciples is give them understagaih
the Living Word (Jesus) and the written Wordzafd (the Scriptures).
1. Matt 16:17--When Jesus asked His discipt#gho do you say that | am” and Peter replied:
You are the Christ, the Son of God, Jesustsdmim: Flesh and blood has not revealed this
to you, but my Father in Heaven. That revetattame through the Holy Spirit because no
man can say “Jesus is Lord” but by the Holy $pitCor 12:3
2. John 14:26--At the Last Supper, Jesus tofddificiples that the Holy Spirit would bring to
their remembrance what He had told them ovep#st three years. For example:
A. John 12:14-16--On what we call Palm Sundagus rode into Jerusalem on a young
donkey in fulfillment of a prophecy concerniHgn (Zech 9:9). After His resurrection
they remembered and understood the significaheéhat had happened.
B. John 2:19-22--Jesus predicted His resuoegcpromising to raise up His body in three
days. After His resurrection the disciples eembered and understood what He said.
C. Luke 24:43,44--On resurrection day Jesuk kis disciples through the prophecies
concerning Himself and opening their understasnd The Holy Spirit reveals what He
hears from Jesus.
c. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand Bible and to see Jesus more clearly. That's what
He’s come to do. Remember where we startedithide series last year with Paul’s prayer for
believers “(That God) may grant you the Spirigtee wisdom and revelation which come through
a growing knowledge of Him, by having the eyeyair hearts enlightened, so that you may know
what the hope is to which He calls you, how glosly rich God’s portion in His people is, and
how surpassingly great is His power for us whaevel (Eph 1:17-19, Williams).
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In terms of guidance and direction for our livikee Holy Spirit first and foremost wants to laginto
holy living. The Holy Spirit is in us to guide ou conduct as He empowers us to obey God the Fatiter
live and walk as Jesus (in His humanity) did whienwas on earth. | John 2:6; John 14:12; etc.
1. If you don’'t understand this and don’t seek Hamthis kind of guidance, you’ll have a difficultme
discerning His leading in the affairs of life suas which car to buy or what job to take.
a. The number one way the Holy Spirit guidesnugreas where there are no specific Bible passages
to direct us is through an inward witness oueesce in our Spirit. Prov 20:27; Rom 8:16
b. The Holy Spirit is in us to communicate with not through audible words, but through bearing
witness or testifying to and with our spirit. Weuld call it a hunch.
2. Last week, we learned that Christians havebteodiscerning the inward witness or leading of ity
Spirit because they are carnal.
a. Paul wrote to believers in the Greek city ofi@th to address a number of issues. They were
engaging in very un-Christ-like behaviors. Themwes strife and division and sexual immorality.
They were gorging themselves and getting drurdoatmunion. They were abusing spiritual gifts.
b. 1Cor 2:9-14; | Cor 3:1-3--In his epistle (&) Paul made a distinction between spiritual noen,
those can perceive the things of God, and thds®ecannot. He told the Corinthians that he
wanted to deal with them as spiritual people,doutidn’t because they were carnal.
1. Carnal, in the Greek, means pertaining tdldsh. To be carnal means to live according to
the dictates of your flesh. Your flesh refargtte parts of your makeup that were not directly
affected by the new birthyour mind, emotions, and body.
2. To be carnal means to live according to tbates of these unchanged parts of your being.
This can range from outright sin (such as givirtg desires prohibited by God’s Word) to
basing what you believe on what you see and rmwfgel rather than on what the Bible says.
c. Christians who engage in willful, sinful acties are carnal and cannot perceive the leadinigeof
Holy Spirit in their spirit. Christians who pmotore stock in what they see and feel also cannot
perceive the inward leading of the Holy Spirit.
3. Before we move on, | need to address to ishasnay come up at this point based on what Igat.
Possibly, you are thinking: If you have to be-Bge to discern the leading of the Spirit, therone
can follow the His inward leading because weialleveryday. Or, you may be thinking: Does this
mean we have to pretend we aren’t scared or sathd? Do we have to deny our feelings in order to
hear from the Holy Spirit?
a. The idea that it is normal for Christiansitoeveryday is non-biblical. We can and should see
progress in holy living because we have in usstirae power that raised Christ from the dead to
help us control our flesh. We could do an eré&sson on this, but consider several thoughts.
1. People have this idea based on a statemahtfaale in Rom 7:15--The things | don’t want to
do, I do. Paul was referring to himself befbeewas indwelled by God.
A. He goes on to say that Christ has delivéaedfrom this condition so that he could keep
the righteousness of God’s Law by the powahefHoly Spirit in him. Rom 7:24-8:14
B. Paul's point in Romans 6,7,8 is: Before | easn of God, before | became a temple of
the Holy Spirit with His indwelling power, | hat power to control my flesh. Now I do.
2. People believe we sin everyday because #aygliilty. If you have that vague feeling of
guilt we all experience, but can’t identify aesfic action you took that violated God’s Word,
then you're experiencing false guilt. We donelby feelings, we live by what God says.
A. I'm not saying Christians never sin. Wedgl from time to time. God’s purpose is to
reveal to you what needs to change, not keadeeling continuously guilty.
B. Because the voice of your feelings trumps’&dVord, you are carnal and don’t discern
the Holy Spirit in you, testifying to the truthat you are a conqueror through Christ, the
righteousness of God in Christ, able to walkneas Jesus walked. Rom 8:37; Il Cor 5:21
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b. We don’t deny our feelings. If you're scargdy’re scared. Something in your situation has
stimulated your emotions. That is normal arat’'tbkay. We don’t pretend. We recognize that
our feelings don't have all the facts and thegmfgive us incorrect information.
1. Mark 5:21-35--A man named Jairus asked Jescsme and heal his daughter who was close
to death. Jesus went with him, but was infged when a woman with an issue of blood
touched Jesus and was instantly healed. Wadesldealt with the woman, a report came
from Jairus’ house that his daughter had died.
A. Mark 5:36--(Overhearing) but ignoring whaey said, Jesus said to the ruler of the
synagogue, Do not be seized with alarm and havear, only keep on believing. (Amp)
B. Jesus wasn't pretending nor asking Jairysdtend. Jesus knew that the girl’s death
didn’t change the fact that He power over sigen@nd death and had been authorized by
His Father in Heaven to set captives free. Sdlide’t let the news dominate Him.
C. He exhorted Jairus: Don't let the fear yeudeeling take over and determine your
actions. Simply continue to believe what ttgbu. | will come and heal your daughter.
2. Ps 56:3,4--When David was being chased byintent on killing him (a situation that
stimulated fear), his stance was: What timen ladiraid, | will trust in you. He chose to focus
on God’s Word, God’s promise to him to get himough.
4. Rom 8:5,6--In the context of being able to lde will of God by the power of the Holy Spirit irs,u
Paul wrote that those who are spiritual live adoay to the dictates of their spirit which is indied
by the Holy Spirit and that they mind the thindgghe spirit and not the flesh.
a. We could do an entire series on this poirtcbuasider several thoughts. Your recreated spirit
which has been indwelled by the Holy Spirit, afgavants to do the will of God, live according to
the Word of God, and follow the leading of the Y8lpirit.
b. The determining factor in you success or failas a Christian is your mind (your view of reglit
and where you focus your attention. All of asne into the kingdom of God with misperceptions
about reality. Our minds are darkened becawswe@re cut off from the life in God. Eph 4:18
1. Rom 12:1,2--Christains are instructed to ¢gher bodies to God and renew their minds. A
renewed mind is a mind that sees things asrdwdly are, according to God. Our mind is
renewed through reading and feeding on the Wbf&loal, the Bible.
2. Those who mind the flesh get their informataout reality from the unchanged parts of their
being (their mind, emotions, and body). Thos®wmind the spirit get their information
about reality from the Word of God, the Bible.isltruth. John 17:17
c. If you don't learn to control your mind (yotimoughts) and make a determined effort to keep your
focus on the way things really are accordinGtal, you will not discern the leading of the Holy
Spirit, nor will you walk in victory as a Chriati. The Holy Spirit will not control your mind or
focus your attention for you. You must do it. Wimust set your mind on things above.
1. Col 3:2--Set and affection are the same Gvemkl. It means to exercise the mind, to
entertain or have a sentiment or opinion; toneatally disposed in a certain direction. v2--
And set your minds and keep them set on whalbas e the higher things not on things
that are on the earth (Amp); practice occupyiogr minds with (Williams); let your thoughts
dwell on that higher realm  (NEB).
2. You must become aware of what you're | thmgki Ask yourself: Is it making me afraid that
I'll be destroyed or confident that I'll suna? Is it what | feel or is it fact according t@th
Word of God. Can | actually do anything aba®t Is it building me up or beating me down?
5. If you are not actively engaged in controllyaur mind (which affects your emotions) and focgsin
your attention on reality as it truly is, you wbbe able to discern the leading of the Holy Spirit

. Conclusion: We have more to say next weekcbnsider these thoughts as we close. Theresd lo
foolishness in the Body of Christ today in thesaoé being guided by the Spirit.
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1. The way a lot of people describe their intacerctvith God it sounds like He sits on the bed witem
in the morning and tells them which pair of sottkgut on.

a. People attribute every thought they havethe: Lord told me. All kinds of people talk aboubd>
giving them dreams and visions. I've said idoe, and I'll say it again: If God is talking to
people the way many people describe it, then iSodazy.
1. I can’t count the number of times someonesaas to me: the Lord told me to do such and
such. They do it and it turns out to be a desasind they want to know why. That’s easy.

2. The Lord never told you to do it. You cantt tee difference between  your spirit and your
soul, and you attribute your thoughts and ematidine output of your soul) to God. Heb 4:12 b.

If you tell me that the Lord talks to you and yauliving a carnal life, | don’t believe you. I'mot

saying you're lying. I'm saying you are mistakeviou think you hear from God, but you don’t.

1. God is much more concerned about Christdideavior and attitudes than He is which socks
you wear. His message to you is: Live anckweal Jesus walked. | John 2:6

2. I've been a stable, committed Christian feerdforty years and I've heard the Holy Spirit
speak to me in my spirit four times.
A. | realize that my experience is not the dad for Christian behavior. But | say this to
encourage those of you who wonder if therefaething wrong with you because God

doesn't talk to you like other people says Hiestéo them.
B. On the other hand, I can give you numeroasmples of times | followed the inward
witness (that inward hunch) and amazing thimeyspened.

2. When we read the Book of Acts and look at hieeHoly Spirit interacted with the first Christiamnge
see that He led them by the inward witness, leaking to them, and by more spectacular interaction
such as dreams and visions (I wanted get ingithmore detail, but it'll have to wait until nexeek).

Note the following facts about these first Chass.

a. Remember where we started this lesson: Tstethiing we see the Holy Spirit do in the lives of

the disciples is give them understanding of tivinlg Word (Jesus) and the written Word of God

(the Scriptures). The pattern was set for th&e set our mind on things above.

b. They desired God’s glory above their own goW¢hen they were jailed and beaten for preaching
the resurrection of Jesus in Jerusalem and erdexed not to do it any more, their response was:
We serve God, not man. It's right for us tovdmat He’s told us to do. Acts 4:18-20; Acts 5:29

c. These people left all to follow Him (Matt 19)2 When Jesus’ teachings became harder for some
to accept and many quit following Him, He ask&d disciples if they would leave too. Peter’'s

response was: Were else would we go (John 6:88)1 longed to be conformed to the image of

Christ (Phil 3:13,14).

3. The first step in being led by the Spirit isagaring to know God through His Word. As you get

familiar with Him, you'll learn to recognize Higdding. The Holy Spirit is here to reveal Jesussto

and through us as He guides us into all truth.reMext week.



