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CONFORMED TO CHRIST BY THE SPIRIT

Introduction: As Christians we have within e tsame power that raised Christ from the dead;ithg
Spirit. In this series we’re talking about becoghaware of the fact that God is in us. We ar&tking
about seeking a subjective experience where vwad"“€&od in us. We are talking about an objectisality.
1. The Bible clearly states that God the Holy Bplwells in us to empower and transform us. Hosvev
because we're talking about an Infinite God inlliveg finite human beings, there’s no way to explai
the fact that God is in us to the point wherefuly understand it.
a. God is One God who simultaneously manifesthrag distinct (but not separate) Personsl
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Therefore, wheFather is, so is the Son and the Holy Spirit.
b. The Bible uses numerous word pictures to ga/ésight into the nature of our relationship with
God now that we are born of Him and baptized is $pirit.
1. It speaks of union with Christ and uses insafat convey union and shared life: Vine and
branch (John 15:15), Head and body (Eph 1:22F233band and wife (Eph 5:31.32).
2. The imagery used to describe our relationsliip the Holy Spirit depicts the fact that the
He wants to saturate every part of our beingptized (to dip or immerse, Acts 1:5), endued
(to be clothed with power, Luke 24:49), and &ligo as much as can be held, Acts 2:4).
c. Eventhough God is in us by His Spirit Hetil ®mnipresent or present everywhere at once.
This is beyond our comprehension. Our respolityiks to know it and believe. This is an
objective fact which will affect our experience evhwe believe it.
2. Last week we looked at the apostle Paul. tlliwith the awareness that God in him made hinalequ
to anything that came his way and he experieneéditive results.
a. His testimony was: Phil 4:13--1 have strerfgthall things in Christ Who empowers mé am
ready for anything and equal to anything throtigin Who infuses inner strength into me, [that is,
| am self-sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency]. (A
1. Paul wrote that in the face of life’s hargishwe have a treasure in earthen vessels (Il Cor
4:7). The point is not: We're so weak and urthwp  This is natural (or created) human
ability infused with supernatural (or uncreatpdyver, Almighty God by His Spirit.
2. Paul wrote: Col 2:9,10--For in Him (Jesum whole fullness of Deity (the Godhead),
continues to dwell in bodily form giving complete expression of the divine naturend Arou
are in Him, made full and have come to fullnelkfe] in Christ you too are filled with the
Godhead: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and réaltispiritual stature. (Amp)
b. Paul prayed for Christians that we would kribez magnitude of the power in us and would live
with the awareness that we are the temple of GpH.1:19,20; | Cor 6:19
1. The Holy Spirit is the Performer of the Godtie He is here to accomplish or make real in our
lives and experience what the God the Fatheutir the Lord Jesus provided at the Cross.
2. We're working on becoming God-inside mindedlsat we can live in the light of this reality
and  experience in our lives the effects of Gods.

The Holy Spirit is in us first and foremost tmduce transformation that will restore us to awated
purposél sonship and conformity to the image of Christ. Eph5; Rom 8:29,30
1. Paul understood this. Consider something lmeento the church at Philippi while in jailed in iRe
(AD 60-63). At the time he wrote he didn’t knofAne would see them again in this life because he
was facing possible execution. In that contextl IRzgade this statement:
a. Phil 3:10,11--[For my determined purposehs}t i may know Himl that | may progressively
become more deeply acquainted with Him...andIthey in the same way come to know the
power outflowing from His resurrection [whicheixerts over believers]; and that | may so share
His sufferings as to be continually transformeddpirit into His likeness even] to His death, [in
the hope] that if possible | may attain to thearjggal and moral] resurrection [that lifts me] out
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from among the dead [even while in the body]. (Amp
b. There’s a lot in his statement (more than are address in one lesson). Certainly, he’s exipgss
the hope that as he faced possible death by eaeche had the certainty that if killed, his body
would be raised up by the same power that raissdsJ)from the dead. But there’s more to it.
Paul wanted to see resurrection power workingnmuuhile he was alive.
1. Then he made it clear that his greatest aas t&w be completely conformed to the image of
Christ. He hadn't attained it yet. But he gegbon for all he could get in this life.
2. v12--He wanted to apprehend or lay hold af tbr which he had been apprehended. We've
been laid hold of by God to become sons and litaug)conformed to the image of Christ.
A. v13--Paul said: | forget what is behinde’sireferring to his previous religious ideas
as a Pharisee and to his persecution of beigvdr7).
B. v14--And he pressed toward the prize ofttig calling of God in Christ (sonship and
conformity). The word translated pressed meamirsue and, by implication, to
persecute. Paul used this same word in v6€petisg) and v12 (follow after).
3. With the same zeal he pursued believers bdfierconversion, he pursued conformity to the
image of Chrigil which he knew would be accomplished in him by restiron power. This
is the starting place for experiencing resuroecpower in this life. We must hunger for it.
2. This was Paul’s passion for those he led tas€hthat they’d be conformed to the image of Christ.
a. Gal 4:19--When this group of churches in tftevimce of Galatia were affected by error (the idea
that circumcision was necessary to maintainegedu) he wrote to them that he was laboring over
them again in prayer: Until you take the shap€hrist (NEB); Until Christ is completely and
permanently formed (molded) within you (Amp).
b. Eph 4:13--Paul wrote that this is why Godgygeople (like himself) to proclaim the gospel and
teach men the scriptures: that [we might arrateleally mature manhodd the completeness of
personality which is nothing less than the stathdi@ight of Christ’'s own perfectidn the
measure of the stature of the fullness of thesthaind the completeness found in Him. (Amp)
c. Col 1:28--Paul said that he poured his lifetowreach men and women: That we (I) may  present
every person maturefull-grown, fully initiated, complete and perfedt in Christ, the Anointed
One. (Amp)
3. Conformity to the image of Christ (or being redike Jesus in character and power, holiness@re) |
is a process that begins when we’re born of figt&nd will be completed in connection with the
return of Jesus. Each point below is a topiafoentire lesson. But consider these brief thaight
a. When we believe on Jesus the Holy Spirit regeies our dead human spirit and we are born of
God. Our inner being (our spirit) is glorified @nformed to the image of Christ and we become
new creatures through union with Christ. Thisand transformation becomes the basis of our
identity: We're sons of God and He is our Fatlm 8:30; Il Cor 5:17,18; | John 4:17
b. When Jesus comes again the bodies of all wheuve on Him will be glorified (or made like His
resurrected body) by the power of the Holy Spi@ur bodies will be made incorruptible and
immortal (permanently beyond the touch of cotipand death). Phil 3:20,21; | Cor 15:51-53;
| Thess 4:13-18
c. Now, in this life, our thoughts, emotions, @®rand actions are supposed to become increasingly
Christ-like as we take on outwardly the effeicthe inward change. This is an oncoming process.
1. This ongoing transformation is accomplishedsrby the Spirit of God together with the
Word of God. Il Cor 3:18--And all of us, as withveiled faces [because we] continue to
behold [in the Word of God] as in a mirror therglof the Lord, are constantly being
transfigured into His very own image in ever irasi@g splendor and from one degree of glory
to another; [for this comes] from the Lord [ Wis) the Spirit. (Amp)
2. How much transformation takes place in tiiesdepends in large part on how much we
cooperate with the Holy Spirit.
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4. Eph 6:17--Paul referred to the Word of Godhasdpecific instrument used by the Holy Spirit.eTh
Holy Spirit, through the Bible, builds us up irnte image of Christ in our mind, emotions, and body

a. The Holy Spirit, through the written Word ob&; reveals the Living Word of God, Jesus, to us.
He gives us understanding of what we read. Htlg Spirit guides us into all truth. God’s Word
is truth. John 16:13,14; John 17:17
1. The Word of God functions as a mirror. lbwis us the inward changes that have already
occurred because we're born of God. And it shawwhat we're supposed to be and what

we’re becoming, with specific instructions on htmabehave.

2. Then we, by the power of the Spirit of Godignbring an end to unChristlike thoughts, words,

and actions. Rom 8:13

3. This is natural (or created) human abilityg®ed with supernatural (or uncreated) power. We
exercise our will and take appropriate actimngut into practice what we read (natural) and

the Holy Spirit in us provides the power (suduanal).

b. Obviously, all that we're saying presumes tat understand your number one responsibility as a
son or daughter of God is to becoming incredgi@Ggristlike. It presumes that you're re looking
into the mirror of the Word on a regular baséad, it presumes that you, like Paul, are pressing

toward the mark of the prize of the high callofgsod.

5. Eph 6:18--After Paul pointed out that the Wofdsod is the Holy Spirit's particular instrumehg
instructed believers to pray in the Spirit.

a. We've discussed in previous lessons that vidan used the phrase “praying in the Spirit” he
meant praying in other tongues (I Cor 14:14,M§e’ve also discussed the fact that praying in

other tongues edifies us or helps build us up iné image of Christ (I Cor 14:4).

b. Space doesn’'t permit a repeat of all that wellveady said. But consider this point. All sf u

have issues in our soul (character issues) teairzChristlike.

1. We're well aware of some of them. But oth&rs don’t even see. When they’re pointed out
we defend them because we believe we have gasdns for our thoughts and actions.

2. Matt 26:31-35--Remember Peter? He had saogheharacter flaws--pride and lack of

commitment when things got rough. Jesus redaate him, but Peter vigorously rejected

His insight.

A. Rom 8:26--The Holy Spirit is in us to help 1o pray about these infirmities. When we
pray in tongues we’re praying in a languagedae’t understand. We do the speaking
(natural) but the Holy Spirit in our spirit ise source of the words (supernatural).
B. He helps us pray effective prayers reggradr unChristlike traits. He is able to help us
pray about issues we don’t see and issuesouvargue with God about as did Peter.

c. We've stated this point in a previous lessBnt it bears repeating. Some say tongues ceased
when the last apostle died. However, the Bsblgs nothing like that. And, the need for
conformity to the image of Christ has not comancend. Praying in other tongues will come to
an end when God’s plan of redemption is complatetiwe are all fully conformed to the image

of Christ. | Cor 13:8-13

. Conclusion: | realize that lessons like this’tleeem practical. All of us face real problemsl #alking
about conformity to the image of Christ seems laed to them. Consider these thoughts.
1. Many Christians are very concerned about Gatllsand being in the will of God. God’s primaryiliv
for you is that you be conformed to the image bfi§&€. He’s much more interested in you becoming
like Jesus than where you work or what car you buy

a. 1John 2:6--The standard for Christian behaigio Walk even as Jesus walked. The Holy Sigirit

in us to help us become increasingly Christlikwery one of these verses instructs us to do
something even as Jesus does it. John 13:34; Bd&B1Eph 5:1,2; Col 3:13; | John 3:3

b. 1John 3:3 immediately follows | John 3:2 whiells us that we’re finished works in progress:
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fully God’s sons but not yet fully conformed teetimage of Christ. But He who has begun a
good work in us will complete it (Phil 1:6).
1. Knowledge of your ultimate destiny is a seuot hope that will have a purifying effect on
you. You recognize there is a process undethatywill be completed. While it is underway,
you stand in Jesus. God deals with you on teshmd the part that is finished because He
knows it will be completed. When you see Him, yall be like Him.
2. You clean up your act, not because you'nde keeper, but because you understand that your
destiny is to be like Jesus in character amdgppholiness and love.
2. Increasing conformity to the image of Christkesmus better able to deal with life’s challengéssus
said that we will have tribulation in this worlolit we can be encouraged because He has overbeme t
world (John 16:33). There are entire lessonkan statement. But note two of them.
a. One, Jesus, in His humanity shows us whabkd like when a man indwelled by God lives by the
power of the Holy Spirit. He overcame in eveirgemstance. John 14:10; Acts 10:38
1. Jesus is our example of what sons of God likekin this world, what men and women born
of the Spirit and baptized in the Spirit lookdiin action. He demonstrated what it looks like
when men overcome in this life.
2. Remember, Jesus is God become fully man witbeasing to be fully God. While on earth
He put aside His rights and privileges as Gatllared as a man in dependence on God His
Father, empowered by the Holy Spirit.
b. Two, through His sacrifice on the Cross, Jgmud the price for sin making it possible forvaho
put faith in Him to become sons like Him.
1. We are overcomers through the new birth. olcome by the Greater One in us. | John 4:4
2. Healing, patience, peace, victory oveflsihose are all expressions of Christ being formed in
us (in our soul and body) in this life.
3. I'know I sound like a broken record, but itialthat you become a regular, systematic reafldreo
New Testament. That means: Read it from sterhish over and over.
a. Don’t jump around. Don’t worry about what yden’'t understand. Just read. Understanding
comes with familiarity. (You can look up wordsdaconsult commentaries at another time.)
b. If you haven't been baptized in the Holy Spirith the initial evidence of speaking in other
tongues, seek it out. Find someone to lay handgu as they did in the Book of Acts and yield
to this second experience with the Holy Spifihen pray in tongues everyday.
4. The Spirit of God through the Word of God wibrk in you and increasingly conform you to the
image of Christ. More next week!



