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GOD-INSIDE MINDED

A. Introduction: Eph 1:18-23--Paul, under the ingfon of the Holy Spirit, prayed that Christiansuld
have increased revelation and understanding @etbpecific areas as we get to know God hettiee hope
to which we’ve been called, the riches of Godiseintance in and for us, and the greatness of pbliger.
1. Inthis part of our series we’re looking at treatness of God’s power toward us, the same pthaer

raised Christ from the dead, the Holy Spirit.phevious lessons we’ve discussed these points.
a. As we study the Book of Acts (the recordnaf tirst Christians) we find that there are twdidist
experiences with the Holy Spifit being born of the Spirit and being baptized in $ipérit with
the evidence of speaking in other tongues. JOh222 Acts 2:1-4; Acts 8:5-8; 14-19; Acts 9:3-18;
| Cor 14:18; Acts 10:30-48; Acts 19:1-7
1. A person who has been born again has the $ailyt in Him. But there is another encounter
with Him. Some rightly refer to it as a greageelding to the Spirit.
2. Acts 1:8--When the first disciples were bagdi in the Holy Spirit they received power. This
is the same word Paul used when he refereheepawer toward and in believers (Eph 1:19,
dunamis, miraculous, explosive power).
b. Christianity is more than a belief system @pde of ethics, although there are things we must
believe and behaviors we need to adopt. Chmisyigs a living, organic relationship with God.
1. God’s plan has always been to indwell menthed express Himself through us. The night
before Jesus went to the Cross He told His plissithat after His resurrection the Holy Spirit,
who had been with them, would be in them. Joh&@,47
2. After Jesus returned to Heaven the Holy Spiais poured out (or sent) to accomplish or make
real in the lives and experience of men whaR#er through Jesus provided at the Cross.
The Holy Spirit is the Performer of the Godhead.
A. If Jesus is your Lord and Savior, there’srifg@one in you who wasn’t there befare
Almighty God, by His Spirit. Paul referredlielievers as the temple or dwelling place of
God. | Cor 6:19
B. Il Cor 6:16--God wants to dwell and walkus. “Dwell in us” speaks of relationship.
“Walk in us” speaks of activity or God workingand through us. We are working on
becoming God-inside minded. The Greater One us. |1 John 4:4
2. The Holy Spirit is in you to produce transfotiaa that will restore you to your created purpake
sonship and conformity to the image of Christ. Eph5; Rom 8:29,30
a. Man is a three part being spirit, soul (mind and emotions), body. When yow your knee to
Jesus as Savior and Lord, an internal transfioomsakes place in your inner being, in your gpiri
You are transformed by the Spirit of God throtigdé new birth, from a sinner into a son or
daughter of God. | John 5:1; John 1:12,13; etc.
b. This change is the beginning of a processwilbeventually transform your soul and body and
make you like Jesus in character and power, ésdirand love, in every part of your being.
c. God the Holy Spirit is in you to produce conahtransformation. He’s in you to empower you to
walk even as Jesus walked(Eph 3:6; Eph 3:20;1P8jIPhil 2:13; Heb 13:21). God works in us
by His Spirit and His Word, not on us by outwandumstances (Il Cor 3:18). We're talking
about how to cooperate with Him as He works.

B. Paul prayed that Christians would know the gres$ of God’s power in us and become consciouseof t
fact that God is in us. He lived with the awamsnthat he had inward strength provided by Godiim H
1. The epistles to the Ephesians, ColossiansPailghpians were all written while Paul was jailied
Rome (AD 60-63). Although he was eventually reézh he didn’t know at the time he wrote whether
or not he would be put to death (Phil 1:20; 2:1These letters abound with Paul's awareness of the
fact that he knew God dwelled in him and show aw that reality helped him in a really hard place.
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a. Paul faced great opposition and persecutlongawith the rigors of travel in the ancient wqras$

he journeyed through the Roman Empire preachiagyospel.

1. Yet, as we read his epistles, there’s nodfithe issues many of us deal with in the face of
trouble. We don’t find Paul asking these kinfisuestions: Why is God letting this happen?

What did | do wrong? What door did | leave opda@od punishing me for my sins?

2. Keep in mind that this was a man who actiyaysecuted Christians, including consenting to
and turning them over to die. Acts 7:58; 8:3;,93; etc.

b. He knew his troubles weren’t from God. Hewrhis earth is infused with corruption and death
because of Adam’s sin (Rom 5:12). He knewdifebubles are temporary and what lies ahead far
exceeds the hardships of life (Rom 8:18). Hevki&od causes the challenges of life to serve His
eternal purposes (Rom 8:28; 1l Cor 4:17).

c. These are all topics of study for another dByt consider this point in connection with our

present discussion. Paul knew that as a tenifgl®d he was cleansed from all of his sins and

failures and God in him would get him through wee¢r came his way.
1. 1Cor 15:9,10--In the context of the factttha was not worthy to be called an apostle because
of his persecution of the church he said, bygitaee of God, | am what | am.
2. Eph 3:7--In the context of proclaiming thesgel as instructed him, he said he was made a
minister through God’s grace by the effectivekirng of His power gunamis) “which was
bestowed on me by the exercisthe working in all its effectiveneSsof His power” (Amp).
3. Col 1:29--Also in the context of preaching tjospel Paul stated that he labored according to
God working mightily in him. Mightily is two f@eks wordseén dunamis). Together they
picture inner strengthening or empowering.
2. Paul knew experientially that God was in hinsti@ngthen him and lift him up even in the most
difficult of times, including in prison facing dia

a. Most Christians know the verse: | can ddhatigs through Christ who strengthens me. For most
of us, it’s little more than a cliché. For Patis was a living reality. He made that statemen
while imprisoned in Rome.

1. Phil 4:11,12--1 have learned how to get albagpily whether | have much or little. | know

how to live on almost nothing or with everythinghave learned the secret of living in every
situation, whether it is with a full stomach ongty, with plenty or little. (NLT)

2. Phil 4:13--1 have strength for all thingsGhrist Who empowers mel am ready for anything

and equal to anything through Him Who infusegeirnstrength into me, [this, | am self-

sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency. (Amp)

A. He knew that nothing could come against that was bigger than God in him. That
knowledge alone gives strength in the faceailite. The Greek translated strengtheneth

(KJV) isen dunamoo which is an inner empowering or strengthening.

B. Eph 3:16--This is the man who prayed thatsZians would be strengthened or
empowered with mightignamis) by God’s Spirit in them. If he believed and esigel
this for others, surely he believed and expeittent himself.

b. Paul also recorded in another epistle anwdteg statement that has also become a cliché for
many of us but was a living reality for him. \Wave a treasure in earthen vessels. Il Cor 4:7
1. His pointisn’t: We’re so weak and unwortime’re no good. The pointis: God is in us and

wants to show Himself through us “that the geur and exceeding greatness of the power
(dunamis) be shown to be of God and not from our selves.
2. This is natural (or created) human abilityg®ed with supernatural (uncreated) power.
Christianity is supernatural and we’'ve beenter@#o express the life and power of God.

c. Consider this example. John 14:10-12--Atlthst Supper Jesus told His disciples that He did th

Father’'s works by the power of His Father who leein Him. (Remember, the Father had

anointed Jesus with the Holy Ghost and power, AGt88).
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1. Inthat context Jesus told His followers: uflodo the works that | do and greater because |
am returning to My Father. We will send the yH&host who will empower you.
2. In Acts 3 Peter healed a lame man in the nN@aower and authority) of Jesus. Peter knew
what he had received and freely gave what he(w&jl He believed and acted accordingly
and God in him moved through him.
A. While speaking to the crowd that gatherettPgaid: Why do you think we did this by
our own power or holiness? The God of Abrahisamc, and Jacob has brought glory to
His Son by doing this. v12,13
B. You will recall that Peter abandoned Jekesiight He was arrested. What kind of guilt
did Peter struggle with over his failure? Batknew that he was cleansed by the power
of the blood and that God was in him and av&lab him because of the Cross.
3. I realize that precious few people functivtha level of power displayed here, but if we don’
preach it, we’ll never get there. It's by faghd faith comes from hearing. I'd rather shoot
for the stars and get half way there than aimierlamppost and hit it.
Back to Il Cor 4:7. Paul made this stateméouatreasure in earthen vessels in the contetkieof
persecutions and hardships he had recently exped in Asia (1:8-10).
a. He went on to describe the effect of thissuea in him and his associates as they dealt with i
Il Cor 4:8,9--We are pressed on every side bytikes, but we are not crushed and broken. We are

perplexed, but we don’t give up and quit. Welarated down, but God never abandons us. We
get knocked down, but we get up again and keempggdNLT)

4.

b. He continues his thoughts down into Chaptefkere’s much in here we don’t have time to
discuss right now. But note several points:
1. Il Cor 4:14; 1l Cor 5:1-8--In the face of diedaul was able to say, even if we area killed as
we serve the Lord, this treasure in us will@asir bodies from the dead.
2. 1l Cor 4:16--Even though he faced these demdee had an awareness of inward strength and
provision. In Col 1:27 he referred to “Chiiistme” as “the hope of all the glorious things to
come” (Phillips).
3. Il Cor 4:17,18--He had an eternal perspectiveterms of eternity (the life to come) his
troubles were momentary and light and God wasgusem for eternal good.
Il Cor 12:7-9--Later in this epistle Paul gavpersonal testimony of how this worked in his.life
a. Il Cor 12:1-4--Paul was given tremendous r@vah from God. Jesus Himself personally taught
him the gospel he preached (Gal 1:11,12). Gpres&ly, the devil comes to steal the Word of
God (Mark 4:15). He worked tirelessly to makeilapreaching ineffective by discouraging him
and discrediting him.
1. Paul revealed that he was assigned a mess@gge os, a being or personality) from Satan,
sent to buffet (or continually harass) him. IRalled it a thorn in the flesh. When thorn is
used figuratively, refers to troublesome peoplem 33:55; Josh 23:13; Judges 2:3
2. When we read the record of Paul's ministnaats we find that Paul would go to a city to
preach. Someone (or something, the thorn) wstiddip the crowd and Paul would be
mobbed, put in jail, or thrown out of town. Adi3:45; 14:2-6; 19:21-41
b. People mistakenly say that thorn was giverallomwved) by God to keep Paul humble. Paul stated
it was a messenger from Satan. Why would h&thelp a Christian become more Christ-like?
The New Testament tells believers to humble gewves. | Pet 5:6
1. Note Paul doesn’t say the thorn came to kempfrom exalting himself. It came to keep him
from being exalted. Exalted is made up of @Greek wordskuper, above) anairo (to lift).
The word is used to describe what the wind doélse sails of a boat.
A. The thorn came to keep those to whom Padgired from believing Paul’s testimony
and giving him the respect and credence hadsg@s an eyewitness of Jesus.
B. The thorn also came to steal the Word fraul P If anyone had reason to be discouraged

3
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and give up it was him. But knowledge from Gdd/ord can lift anyone above even in
the midst of life’s trials and hardships and m&km a conqueror.
2 Satan’s efforts against Paul were unfruitfide called the many difficulties he faced light
and momentary and said he looked not at whabhtsl see but at what he couldn’t see. By
focusing on the Word of God which reveals Godisaen power and provision, Paul was

lifted up above in the midst of the numeroudsrfee faced. (lessons for another day)

c. Paul stated that he asked God to remove tra.ttHowever, Paul was asking God to do what He
has not promised to do at this point in timata8 is the god of this present world (Il Cor a4}l
will continue his activities until Jesus returns
1. God gave Paul what he needed to deal witthitre. He reminded Paul: | am your strength

May grace is sufficient to enable you to deghwvhatever Satan or life in a fallen world
brings your way. Strength is the walghamis. God’s grace has provided us with His

strength or power abiding in us.

2. Il Cor 12:10--1 am well content with thesenhiliations of mine, these insults, the hardships,
the persecutions, the times of difficulty | urglefor Christ (Knox) for when | am weak (in
human strength), then | am [truly] strahgble, powerful in divine strength (Amp).
5. Paul wrote to Christians: In the face of kf¢rials and the devil's activities Paul told Chigas to be
strong in the Lord and the power of His mighthEp10

a. The Greek translated strongrsdunamoo (the same word used in Phil 4:13). It means aerin

empowering or strengthening. Paul knew God wdsm to strengthen him, no matter what came

his way. He didn’t look to his outward circumstan to try to figure out what God was doing.

b. He knew God was in him to enable and empowertd deal with whatever came his way. He

exhorted Christians to be conscious of thistyedb believe it, and to expect it.

. Conclusion: We have much more to say but censdveral thoughts as we close. We waste a konef
looking at our circumstances and trying to figawt what God is doing. You can't tell what Godl@ng
by looking at circumstances. He speaks to usutitradis Word, not circumstances. Look at the Bible
1. His written Word tells us that He is workingus both to will and to do of His good pleasureil(Ph
2:13). It pleases Him to strengthen us inwasdiyhat we can withstand life’'s hardships. It pesa
Him to empower us inwardly so that we can demaistthe character and power of Christ outwardly.
2. Take time to think about the fact that Godhigou by His Spirit to work in and you through you.
Instead of begging Him to help you, begin to theim for His indwelling presence, power, and
provision. Thank Him that by His strength in ygou can make it through whatever life brings your
way in a manner that is glorifying to Him.
3. Become God-inside minded. The Greater Oneysu!! God dwells in us and wants to walk in us.
More next week.



