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NOTHING IS IRREVERSIBLE

Introduction: We’'re discussing the fact thatweebeen created to bring glory to God. One ofghmary
ways we glorify God is by praising Him (Eph 1:12 this lesson we want to add to our discussion.
1. When we say “Praise the Lord” we aren’t talkaigput what we do in church on Sunday morning or
what we do when we feel good and things are gewlyfor us. This is something we're supposed to
do continually. Ps 34:1
a. To praise God, in its most basic form, mearmdclaim who He is and what He does. Praise is
the appropriate response to Him. It's always appate to praise God for His character and works.
b. Praise glorifies God and opens the door tohdlp in our circumstances. Praise is a powerful
weapon we can use in life’s battles. Ps 50:238:PsMatt 21:16
2. The Bible records an incident that gives uggmnsinto the value of praising God (proclaimingavHe
is and what He has done, is doing, and will cegpite what we see and feel.
a. In Il Chron 20 King Jehoshaphat and his pe@hidah) defeated an overwhelming enemy force
through praise to God. When faced with an imfpbsgircumstance (three enemy armies coming
against them) they sought God. v3-13
b. They put their focus on the Lord and magnifitoh instead of the problem. God spoke to them
through His prophet saying: You don't need ghi The battle is not yours but mine. v14-17
1. These weren't “church words”. God was assutiregn: This is impossible for you, but not
for me. When God said “it's my battle” He mednuill do what you can’t do.
2. Before they went up to the battlefield Jelapstat exhorted them: Believe His prophet (what
God told us through the prophet) and we witcaed (prosper). v20
A. The king put the praisers out ahead of tineyaas they marched to the field. Praise
helped them keep their focus on God and HisdMdrs promise to help.
B. Praise is the language of faith. Praisimgl ®r help before you see it is an expression of
faith. Praise prepares the way for the Gotthefimpossible to work in your situation.
3. We must learn to praise God no matter whateeeos how we feel. Praise is not a technique weeas
“fix things”. It comes out of our view of realitput of our perspective.
a. If we truly believe that nothing can come agaus that is bigger than God, that means thave is
such thing as an impossible or hopeless situdtgzause, whatever it is, it's not bigger than God
b. Inthe hands of the God of the impossiblergh®& a solution to every problem and situation we
face. Therefore we can praise Him before we-sesalvation because we know we will see it.

Instead of praising God when troubles come cay,\weople often begin to ask questions: Whyiss th
happening? Is God upset with me? Does He netho®? Am | doing something wrong?
1. We focus on trying to get answers to thesetguresinstead of praising God. But there’s no loint
those issues coming up in the incident with Jehplsat and Judah.
a. In order to praise God in the hard times wstrhave a clear understanding of the nature ofrlife
a world that has been damaged by sin. Impassiold even irreversible situations come up.
1. In this fallen world we must regularly deatwthe effects of Adam’s sin. Moths and rust
corrupt and thieves break through and steal t(Bta®; Whole lessons for another day).
2. Enemy armies came against Judah becauss lifaih a sin cursed earth. Due to Adam’s sin
the whole region around Judah was populatedwethlike tribes of men with sin natures,
under the dominion of the devil, who acted aggxedy toward neighboring countries.
b. You can do everything right and troubles stiine you way. That's the nature of life in this
world. (More on that in a moment.) So muchh& popular teaching in Christian circles today
gives the impression that if you do everythindntigothing bad will happen to you.
1. Butthat is contrary to what Jesus said.cldarly stated that “In the world you will have
tribulation and trials and distress and frustrédt (John 16:33, Amp).
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2. This doesn’'t mean there’s no protection ovmion for us. However there’s no such thing as
a problem-free, trouble-free life in this siandaged world.
A. Not only do “impossible to solve situationgme our way, irreversible things sometimes
occur. But even those aren’t bigger than God.
B. Some things can and will be rectified irsthifie even though they are impossible for us.
And, irreversible things will be made righttire life to come. You must know this in
order to praise God continually.

c. For example, other people sometimes make ebadiat bring issues into our lives which we can’t

avoidl] even if we are doing everything right.
The generation of Israelites that came outayMesy in Egypt made bad choices that affected aflo

people. As you recall, God supernaturally dekdethem from Egyptian slavery and led them to
Canaan, the land God had promised to them thrtheghancestor Abraham.

a. Based on the report of a reconnaissance misisa told of walled cities, war-like tribes and
unusually large men, these people refused tsdhmsborder into Canaan. Num 13; 14

1. Joshua and Caleb were the only ones whdsadl should go into Canaan as God instructed.
Both knew they’'d be successful because God wiastiem. Num 13:30; 14:8,9
2. The people rejected their counsel. As aeguence of their unbelief, God sent them all back
into the wilderness between Egypt and Canaathéonext forty years. Num 14:26-35
b. Even though Joshua and Caleb did everythgtg their entry into the promised land was
postponed. They lost forty years in Canaan.aBse of the behavior of other people they were

old men (in their eighties) when they finally top&issession of the land.

3.

Consider two other men who did everything rigttheir lives were greatly affected by the poor
choices of others, two prophets, Jeremiah andklalk.

a. Just before Israel finally crossed the bonaker Canaan to take possession of and settle tige la
God, through Moses, warned them: If you abanderto worship the gods of the people around
you, you will be removed from the land (Deut 428). That's exactly what happened.

b. After Joshua’s death (thirty years after tbajered Canaan) no national leader arose and Israel
functioned as a tribal society ruled by judgeb@mic military deliverers who were raised up in

times of trouble. During these years the peopleggled with idol worship.

1. In 1043 B.C. the tribes united under Isra& king, Saul, who was succeeded by David and

then Solomon. After Solomon’s death in 931 B:iRil war broke out and Israel divided into

a northern and southern kingdom known as IsmaélJudah, respectively. ldol worship began
immediately in Israel (the north) and eventualbyead to Judah (the south).

2. Just as God promised, in 722 B.C. Israelavasrun by the Assyrians and its inhabitants

scattered throughout Assyria’s empire. In B86. Judah was conquered by the Babylonian

Empire. After a nineteen month siege, Jerusaedithe Temple were burned to the ground,

the city walls pulled down, and all but the pegirpeople taken as captives to Babylon which
was hundreds of miles away.

c. During the years of the divided kingdom Goded up a number of prophets and sent them to His
people, calling them to come back to Him andnivay of coming destruction at the hands of their
enemies if they did not. Jeremiah (ministeredinf627 B.C. to 586 B.C.) and Habakkuk (609

B.C. to 605 B.C.) were two prophets sent to Juaftdr the destruction of Israel.

1. Both men did everything right. They servieel Lord, faithfully carried out their charge to
prophesy an unpopular message. Yet becausethaitrymen chose to reject their messages
and persist in idol worship, both men experienaithe calamity that came on Judah.

2. They saw the destruction of their countrye Wén’'t know what happened to Habakkuk.
Jeremiah witnessed, but survived, the attackeonsalem.

A. His message had been: Submit to Babylon ane gaur country. King Nebuchadnezzar
of Babylon said Jeremiah could come to Babylontationored or stay in Judah.
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B. Jeremiah chose to remain in Judah but was s&ken captive by fellow countrymen
trying to resist Babylon through guerilla wagdactics. They fled to Egypt for protection
and took the prophet with them where he evelytasd.

C. I'mrelating this information about Israel’s tusy because, for many, the Bible is only a coltacbf
stories that seem to have little to do with réal |But it's a record of real people who expeced real
trouble and got real help from God, written intgarinspire hope in us by showing us how God wamnks
impossible and irreversible situations. Rom 15:4
1. You may be thinking: “It didn’t work out so Wéor these spies and prophets.” Actually, d.di

a. All four of them are in Heaven now. In comgan to the life they now live, the hardships they
faced in life are nothing. And they are awaitthg return of Jesus to earth when they will come
with Him, back to this world made free from sioymption and death, to live forever.
b. This eternal perspective helped them keepstetwn the bigness and faithfulness of God in the
challenges of life, gave them hope in the midistavdships, enabling them to praise God which in
turn opened the door to His help in their sitasi
1. Heb 11 is sometimes called the “faith hallawhe” because it refers to Old Testament men
and women who did exploits for God through faitid trust in God (lessons for another day).
2. One of the chapter’s main points is that,@ltih these people saw God’s power demonstrated
in their lives, they had an awareness that therewwassing through this life as it is and that
the best was ahead for them (v13-16). This petsgeenabled them to praise God no matter
what came their way. Whether it was impossiblgrewversible, it wasn’t bigger than God.
2. Let’s consider several examples of how JosGaéeb, Habakkuk and Jeremiah viewed their situation
which will help us learn to praise and acknowked@pd no matter what we see or how we feel.
a. Jeremiah Before Judah was destroyed, God instructed Jeramiahy land in Judah. God said
men would one day live again in the land, anasgibility considering what was about to happen.
Their nation was going to be destroyed and thie &ithe people removed to Babylon. Jer 32:6-15
1. v16-25--Jeremiah did as instructed and pdaided] His bigness and His faithfulness to keep
His WordJ declaring that nothing is impossible for God. Gpadke to him again: You're
right, Jeremiah. Nothing is too difficult for nje26,27).
2. We all know Jer 29:11--1 have a future aritbpe for you. The historical condition described
above is the context in which the Lord madé sh@ement to Jeremiah and His people (v10).
3. God brought a remnant of people back to theid after seventy years in captivity. Jeremiah
didn’t live to see the restoration. But herteere’s more to life than just this life.
b. Habakkukl This was his response to the coming calamity whiak coming on Judah and would
affect his life. Hab 3:17-19
1. Habakkuk wasn’t writing a poignant poem, heswlescribing Judah’s pitiful state during the
coming captivity. The nation would be destroyth@ people exiled. Consequently there will
be no flourishing fig trees, no fruit on the @jrand the olive crop will fail. The flocks willel
in the field and the cattle barns will be empty.
2. His response: Yet | will rejoice in the Lortichoose to acknowledge and praise the God  of
my salvation (deliverance). | will exult in n8aving God. (NAB).
3. Notice, he made a choice to rejoice as ogptispraising God because he felt like it. This
expression of faith brought him to a place adge v19--The Lord God is my strength, and
will guide my feet to the end. He maketh me walkigh places; that | may triumph with his
song (Septuagint).
c. Joshua and Caleb/Nhen they left Egypt their view of reality was: ¥thver we encounter in the
land of Canaan, it's not bigger than God (ExXL#518). They kept that view all the way to Canaan
(Num 13:30; 14:8,9). And they kept that viewidgrthe forty years they lost.
1. Both men were still praising God by talkirgpat His faithfulness and His works, how He
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had kept them and kept His word to them duriragé forty years. Josh 21:45; 23:14; 14:9-13
2. They will one day live in the land again asiyg men at the return of Jesus when they are
reunited with their bodies raised from the graad, they’ll be joined by Habakkuk and
Jeremiah.

3. The epistle to the Hebrews was written to Jetvs had accepted Jesus as their Messiah. They were
experiencing increasing pressure from their feltmuntrymen to reject Jesus and His sacrifichat t
Cross and return to Temple worship. The wholpgse of the letter was to encourage them to stay

faithful to Christ no matter what. Any loss yaxperience as you serve Jesus is temporary.

a. Heb 10:34--Paul reminded them they’'d responolddlly to previous loss of material goods at the
hands of persecutors.
1. Joyfully comes from a word that means taleerful or full of cheer. To cheer means to give
hope. Cheer is a state of mind and heart assgapto a feeling.
2. Paul reminded them that they could respornid priaise to God because they knew they had
better and permanent possessions in the lifente.
b. At the beginning of this series we made refeeeto Heb 13:15 where believers are instructed to
praise God continually by giving thanks to Hismea The original recipients heard it in the
context of thank offerings which were made to Godood and bad times (Lev 7:12; 22:29).
1. Praise comes from a word meaning to telbeystGiving thanks is a word meaning to say the
same things as or to acknowledge. God’s nameea eevelation of His character and work.
We praise God when we talk about who He isvaihat He has done, is doing and will do.
2. Note the verse that comes right before thes(@14). We praise God with the awareness that
we’re only passing through this life as it Sur eyes are on what’s ahead in the life to come.

. Conclusion: I'm not advocating for troublestims life. But people can and do make decisibias affect

our lives in negative ways with consequencesdaatt be undone in this life.

1. That doesn’'t mean we can’t have victory inrtidst of it. We can if we will learn to praise therd.
And we have the hope that all will be made righthe life to come. Rom 8:18

2. No matter what comes your way, it's not bigdem God. Even if someone makes a choice that

produces an irreversible result in this life, st bigger than God. All loss is temporary. He tife to

come all will be made right. Therefore we canggdsod no matter what we are facing.

3. More next week!!



