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DELIVERED FROM THE WRATH OF GOD

Introduction: We’'re living at a time when maaad more people base their view of reality on hiogytfeel

rather than on objective, unchanging facts: Thiaig true if | feel that they are true. Absolntgh as a

concept has largely been discarded in our culttYi@u have your truth and | have my truth. And,

consequently, every man does what seems righsiovn eyes. Judges 17:6; Judges 21:25

1. This state of affairs matters to us as Chnstizecause such thinking has infiltrated Christiaties.
Professing Christians are increasingly puttingithey feel above what God says in His written &Vor
—the Bible. It's becoming more common to heavge say: | just feel that a loving God would neve
send anyone to hell. 1just feel that all siecpeople are saved, no matter what they believe.

a.

This development in the culture and in pafrthe church is consistent with what Jesus told His
apostles shortly before He was crucified. Hd faat the period leading up to His second coming
would be marked by religious deception—spedifycialse prophets and false messiahs (Christs)
with false messages. Matt 24:4-5; 11; 23-24

We're seeing this happen right before our eygethe Person of Jesus (Who He is), the worksafsle
(why He came), and the message He proclaimedyikpel or good news) are being undermined—
not just by unbelievers—but by those who clainbé Christians.

Therefore, we are taking time to look at wihatWord of God says about Jesus—Who He is, why
He came, and what message He preached. TheiBiblr protection against deception because it
is the Truth and it reveals Jesus Who is théhlas 91:4; John 17:17; John 14:6

2. John 3:16 is one of the best known versesdrNigw Testament about why Jesus came and whatdHe di

a.

It tells us that God, motivated by love, galie only begotten (unique) Son (Jesus, the God-rnan)
be sacrificed for sin so that whosoever beliemddim should not perish, but have everlasting.lif

b. To appreciate how good this news is, we must dinderstand the bad news. Jesus said thahée o
who believes on Him has everlasting (eternad) liBut Jesus also said that the one who doesn’t
believe on Him will not see life—and the wrath@bd abides on Him. John 3:36

C.

The bad news: All human beings have a mdgation to obey their Creator. All have failed i

this duty and are guilty of sin before a holyd3&ccl 12:13; Rom 3:23). Almighty God has wrath

or anger at man’s sin (Rom 1:18).

1. This fact is difficult for us, since it's lthto understand how God could be loving and wréathfu
at the same time. And, it scares us because,tbough we’re saved, we sin occasionally.

2. The Greek word translated wrath means pasamhby implication, punishment. The word is
used for the punitive wrath of God, or the Davjudgments to be inflicted on the wicked
(Strong’s Concordange

3. Inthis lesson we’re going to talk about thatlv of God as we continue to discuss the good mews
terms of the bad news

B. God’s wrath is not an emotional explosion abasause of our sin. God’s wrath is an expresdiguistice

or an administering of justice. Itis a righteosasponse to sin. God’s wrath is eternal separdtam God.

Let's unpack these statements.

1. God is holy, righteous and just. The word huolyans separate from all evil. The words justra a
righteousness are often used synonymously iptsce. Righteousness comes from a word that means
right or rightness. Justice means what is righds it should be.

a.

To say that God is righteous and just meanis IHght and He does what is right. Righteousness

and justice the foundations of His throne. G8i2%; Ps 97: 2; Ps 89:14

1. God expresses wrath, not because He is pamtivengeful, but because it is right and just.
Wrath is not an emotional response to sins dt righteous, just, response to sin.
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2. To be true to His holy, righteous, and jusiune Almighty God must express wrath toward sin.
If He overlooked or ignored sin, it would bat@mount to condoning it. It would be a denial
of His nature—and God cannot deny Himself.ith:13

b. This is hard for us to grasp because we thinkad’'s anger in terms of what it means when a
human is angry and wrathful: They have an emationtburst. You bug me, so | let you have it!
1. Certainly, God does express emotions andlg/dde is “not happy” about sin. But, when we

are talking about God’s emotions we are talldbgut something above and beyond our
understanding at this point.

2. We can only think in terms of human emotiasch arise out of sinful motives, emotions
which can get out of control, and emotions \Whgan drive us to sin. But, God’s anger at
man’s sin cannot be thought of in terms of hnrmager. God’s wrath works righteousness.
The wrath of man does not. James 1:20

2. Anger, wrath, and judgment are God’s judicgponses to sin. Judicial means of or relatirtheo
administration of justice/febster’s Dictionary Think of it like this: The judicial responsé@vil

government to lawbreakers is, in one sense, presgion of wrath. Rom 13:3-5

a. We all understand what justice is. It's dowitat is right, giving people what they deserve.

1. Every culture on earth since the creatiomah has had a standard of right and wrong, an
understanding that good is to be rewarded aidsdo be punished. It's part of the image of
God that men still bear even in their fallemdition. Gen 9:6; James 3:9; Rom 2:14-15

2. Granted, men’s standards of right and wraegkewed because they set the standards
themselves instead of abiding by God’s standaldnetheless, if someone commits a heinous
crime according to the standard of the cultncepne is upset when appropriate punishment is
meted out—because we know it is right.

b. The fact that God expresses wrath towardisiws that He stays true to Himself, shows that He
can be counted on to do what is right. What Gpglou can expect Him to be. You may be
thinking: How is that supposed to make me angtiother than afraid of God? [I've sinned and |
deserve God’s wrath and you're telling me thatfgood thing?!?

3. God did not make men to sin or for sin. He enas for relationship. His goal since the falhwin has

not been to punish man but to remove the singdparates us from Him. Eph 1:4-5; Heb 9:26

a. Even though God loves men, to be true togesto be true to His own righteous nature, He aann
let men off the hook for sin. However, the Laaime up with a plan to both express His wrath
toward our sin and to remove it from us withdastroying us.

1. Jesus went to the Cross as the Last Adatheagpresentative of the entire human race. Jesus
went to the Cross for us as us. | Cor 15:45-47

2. Atthe Cross Jesus united Himself with usunfallen condition and took our sin on Himself.
God then expressed His wrath for sin, our@mJesus. The just, righteous wrath that should
have come to you and me for our sin went tasldsa 53:4-6; 1l Cor 5:21; etc.

b. God’s righteous wrath toward sin has beenesgad but you must receive that expression in order
for His wrath to be removed from you. You reeeit by bowing your knee to Jesus. John 3:36
1. If you haven't received Christ and His sacéfthen God’s wrath abides or remains on you—

God'’s displeasure remains on him; His indigimatiangs over Him continually. (John 3:36,
Amp)
A. This does not mean that God now deals witbaned people in wrath. He deals with them
in mercy. God gives men a lifetime to repénet 3:9
1. During that lifetime God shows them kindhasd gives them a witness of Himself.
Luke 6:35; Matt 5:45; Acts 14:16-17; Rom 1:20
2. And, God has given men an objective demmatish of His unconditional love for us.
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While we were sinners Christ died for us. Ra8t 10; | John 4:9-10

B. If a person never believes on Jesus hefadg# the wrath of God when He leaves this earth.
The penalty of sin is death which is separafiom God who is life. Gen 2:17; Rom 6:23
1. People who live separated from God inlifeswill continue in that separation in the

life to come in a place called Hell. (lesstmrsanother day)

2. Death is more than physical. Death oftiibey is a consequence of another category
of death—separation from God Who is Life p&ation from God is sometimes
referred to as spiritual death. The ultim@tpression of death is eternal separation
from God and exclusion from His kingdom. §permanent separation is known
as the second death. Rev 2:11; Rev 20:6;2R&8/

2. People who do not accept the sacrifice ofsChor their sins will never see life. They will
experience the wrath of God or His just expogsand righteous response to their sin.

c. Jesus came into this world to save men andemofirst and foremost from the wrath of God which

is eternal death. He came to make it possiylei$ to have eternal life instead of eternal death

1. John 3:17—For God did not send the Son imontorld in order to judge—to reject, condemn,
to pass sentence on—the world; but that thédwoight find salvation and be made safe and
sound through Him. (Amp)

2. John 3:18—He who believes on Him...is not jutig@mever comes up for judgment, for there

IS no rejection, no condemnation, (he incurglamnation). But he who does not believe...is

judged already; (he has already been convittaslalready received his sentence) because he

has not believed on and trusted in the nantleeobnly begotten Son of God. (Amp)

A. The Greek word translated condemned meadsdule judicially, to try, condemn, punish.
A judicial decision is one that is pronoundsda court of law. Condemnation is the act of
judicially condemning or pronouncing guiltyrwicting, and sentencing.

B. God responded to your sin and carried ogtiga. God has acted righteously, acted justly,
in regard to your sin. If you have acceptesiu$ and His sacrifice on the Cross, you have
been judged and found not guilty. Conseqyettiere is no more wrath against you for
your sin. Rom 5:9; | Thess 1:10; | Thess 5:9

d. Almighty God does not dole out “wrath” on a-8iy-sin basis. He poured out and exhausted His
wrath against our sin on Jesus. The Lord waSmad” at Jesus. He was carrying out justice.
1. Through the Cross of Christ God satisfied d¥is justice and is now able to justify us or atqui

us. Acquittal or justification is a judiciakliverance from a criminal charge. | Cor 6:11

2. It means that all charges are dropped bedhese is no evidence of wrongdoing. Col 2:14—
Christ has utterly wiped out the damning evaeaf broken laws and commandments which
always hung over our heads, and has complateiylled it by nailing it over his own head on
the Cross. (Phillips)
4. When you have an accurate understanding ofBedith against sin (the bad news), it will maka yo
even more appreciative of what God has doneddhrtough the Cross of Christ (the good news).
a. We tend to assess our standing with God basédw we feel: | feel loved by God today because
all is right in my world. | don't feel His lovi@day; in fact, | think He’s mad at me becauserdjbt
to read my Bible or | kicked the cat.
b. But when you understand the judicial basithefgood news, you can see that you stand on solid
legal ground before Almighty God, no matter hyou feel.
1. Rom 8:31—If Jesus is your Lord and SavicentAlmighty God, the just and righteous Judge,
is no longer Someone to be afraid of becausduldge is on your side. He is for us.
2. Rom 8:32—And, if He, in His love, went to sieelengths to meet our greatest need by judicially
acquitting us through the sacrifice of His Sehat would He not do for us now?
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3. Rom 8:33-34—Who will bring a charge against af God's people (20Cent). Will God,
who acquits them? (Weymouth); What judge cammdas? (Conyebeare); Will Christ? No!
For He is the One Who died for us (TLB).

C. Conclusion: A lesson like this may not seenyy@actical. You may be thinking: I've got reabplems
and | need some immediate help. But, becaudeedirmes we’re living in, this information is vital
1. The return of Jesus is near and the Bible haista say about the condition of the world attthae. It

describes a system of worldwide government, exynand religion, presided over by a world leader
who is hand-picked and empowered by Satan—his(antn place of) Christ. Rev 13; Il Thess 2:9-10;
a. This man will demand and receive worship ftbmmworld. He will lead his supporters in an
attempt to stop Jesus from returning, as Sdtamgpts to hold on to his control in the earthgtess
for another day). Dan 8:23-25; Il Thess 2:RRéy 19:19
b. Presently, orthodox Christianity is beingfigil at the same time a church is developing tlzmns
to be amore “tolerant” version of Christiarita church that will welcome this final world ruler.
All of us will be tempted to join that church.
c. We said at the beginning of this lesson thatenand more people are basing what they believe on
how they feel rather than on objective facts.
1. It's quite common to hear people say: | plmt’t believe that a loving God would send people
to Hell. Ijust believe that all sincere peopte saved, no matter what they believe.
2. If anyone disputes those feelings they'releth a hater and a bigot who is way too judgmental.

Since nobody wants to be known as a bigot dmatex, there’s a real pressure against us to back

up on or water down the truth of God’s Word Bible.

. We are living in a time when accurate undeditamof Who Jesus is, why He came, and what message

He preached (according to the Bible) is more irtgoa than ever. This the only way that you amdlll

be able to resist the pressure to abandon tlafoantals of the Christian faith.

a. In some so-called “Christian” circles, pedméere reframed Christ’s death from a sacrificial,
substitutionary death for sin to that of a martyhey say that the idea of God the Father seirif
His only Son on a bloody Cross is tantamourioemic child abuse.

b. This shows a complete misunderstanding of snttne condition apart from God and what is
needed to remedy that condition.

1. All men are guilty of sin before a holy Gaadahe just and righteous penalty for our sin is
continued and eternal separation from God.
2. Heb 9:22—Without the shedding of blood thisreo remission or wiping out of sin. “There

is neither release from sin and its guilt i@ temission of the due and merited penalty fdr sin

(Amp). There is no other way to reconcile &®od with sinful men. The life in the

sacrifice provides life for the one who putisifan the sacrifice (Lev 17:11, lessons for

another day).

A. God, in His love, devised a way to deal watlr condition and remedy it through the Cross
of Christ. Jesus is the only way to salvabecause He is the only one qualified to make
that kind of sacrifice—and He has made it,ymut must accept it.

B. John 3:36—If you don’t, the wrath of God@ds on you and you will face the wrath of
God (eternal separation from Him) when yowéegour body at death.

3. God’'s Word is objective fact and absolute truthisn’t dependent on how we feel or what wekhi It

is dependent on a historically verifiable truthesds Christ rose from the dead and broke the pofver
sin and death over us (I Cor 15:55-57). By da@ogHe has delivered us from the wrath to comats L
more next week!



