TCC—1040

THE TIME IS FULFILLED

A. Introduction: Before Jesus returned to Heavenatdrned that the period leading up to His secamaing
would be marked by religious deception—specifictdlse prophets and false messiahs. Becausetilmar
of Jesus draws nearer with each passing dayyittaky important that we understand who Jesuanid why
He came—according to the Bible—so we won't be detk Matt 24:4-5; 11; 23-24
1. Jesus’ comments about false prophets and rhessere part of an answer He gave to Peter, Jamds,

John when they asked Him what sign would inditiaée His return is near. Note that these men

connected Jesus’ return with the end of this ddatt 24:3—What will be the sign of your comingdan

of the end—that is, the completion, the consunonat-of the age? (Amp)

a. Theologians have divided human history and'&imtkeraction with mankind on this earth into
various periods (lessons for another day).ets gomplicated and there is dispute over how to
divide it up depending on the viewpoint of tregtcular theologian.

b. For the purposes of our discussion, I'd likgitve you a layman’s definition of this preseneadt
is the time (or age) in which things are noGasl intended them to be.

1. God originally created human beings to becblisesons and daughters through faith in Christ,
and He made the earth to be a wonderful homEifofamily. Eph 1:4-5; Isa 45:18

2. Sin has damaged both the family and the fahuime. When Adam sinned, a curse of death
and corruption infused the human race and @i eGen 3:17-19; Rom 5:12-19; Rom 8:20

2. Shortly thereafter, God began to unveil Hisygtaredeem or deliver His creation from bondagsing
corruption, and death and restore man and eastihat He always intended them to be through Jesus.

a. This plan is now in process and moving towrdltimate end or completion. We are part of an
unfolding plan that involves much more than jirss present life and it includes many more people
than just us.

b. Living with this awareness makes this prefigmeasier to deal with because we know a goodiend
coming. All will be restored to what God origity intended.

1. We are living in the last days or the enthig present age. The last days began when Jesus
came to earth to die for our sins and opemdne for sinful men and women to become sons
and daughters of God through faith in Christts®2:17; Il Tim 3:1; | John 2:18; etc.

2. They will culminate with the establishment add3s eternal kingdom on earth in connection

with the second coming of Jesus.

3. Jesus warned His followers not to be deceiwdf@. are taking some time to look at what the Béags
about who Jesus is and why He came to earth.Bilile is the only fully accurate revelation of Uss

a. Jesus, the Living Word is revealed in anduglhothe written Word, the Bible. God’s written Wlor
is our protection against deception. It isTheth and it reveals the Truth. John 14:6; Johd17:

b. The Bible is a record of God’s interactiontwitumanity as He works out is plan of redemption or
salvation. Il Tim 3:15
1. Everything in the Bible was written by someduander the inspiration of the Holy Spirit) to

someone about something.

2. To properly interpret the meaning of scriptwre must consider these three facts: Who wrote
it? Who did they write to and why? What imf@tion did they intend to convey.

A. When the topic of the last days comes upabse it's very hard for us not to think of it in
terms we've learned from ®@entury prophecy teachers, it becomes about: \dex
666 mean? Is the rapture pre, mid, or pds? tkWVho is the Antichrist?

B. We need to back it up and consider the madion about the last days in terms of what it
meant to the people to whom Jesus first camis-etiginal followers.
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B. At the time Jesus was born, the people of Idradlnot had any prophetic revelation from Goddor
hundred years. However, just prior to the begigrof Jesus’ ministry a prophet known as John thetiBt
came on the scene proclaiming: Repent for thgdaom of Heaven is at hand. Matt 3:1-2
1. It was well known throughout the Judean hilligioy surrounding Jerusalem that highly unusual

circumstances surrounded John'’s birth. Luke B65-
a. His mother, an elderly barren woman, becaragrnant with John following an angel’s visit to her

husband, Zechariah. Luke 1:5-25; 57-80

b. Zechariah lost the ability to speak until tiagy of the child’ circumcision, when Zechariah be¢a
prophesy about the Messiah and his own son 3alymg:

1. God has visited us to redeem us and He Ieedrap a mighty Savior just as He promise
through His prophets long ago. Luke 1:68-70

2. And you, son, will be the prophet of the miuigh. You will prepare his way and “tell people
how to find salvation (NLT)” through the remms of their sins. v76-77

2. Mark 1:14—When Jesus began His public ministeyhad everyone’s attention because He echoed
John the Baptist's message by proclaiming th@ejasf the kingdom of God.
a. Both of their audiences knew from the Old &e®nt prophets that when the Messiah comes He
will establish the kingdom of God on earth. nSider these prophecies about the Messiah.

1. Isa 9:6-7—These will be his royal titles: Wderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. His ever expandiaggfal government will never end. He will
rule forever from the throne of his ancestoviDa(NLT)

2. Dan 2:44—During the reign of those (earthhygs) the God of heaven will set up a kingdom
that will never be destroyed; no one will egenquer it. It will shatter all these kingdomsoint
nothingness, but it will stand forever. (NLT)

A. Both the Hebrew (Old Testament) word and@neek (New Testament) word for kingdom
carry the idea of dominion or reign, the eisrof kingly power. Matt 4:17—The reign
of Heaven is near (Moffatt); Mark 1:15—Thegriof God is near (Goodspeed).
B. Jesus first came to a nation of people wheeviooking for and expecting the Lord’s
Anointed, the Messiah, to come and establistkihgdom or reign of God on earth.
b. Consider these examples of real people (likeaymlime) who were just as interested in the “end
times” as you and me. But they weren't lookingttoe Antichrist and the mark of the beast.
They were looking for the Messiah and the kingddr@od to come to earth.

1. Luke 2:25-35—When it came time for Mary’s ification and her baby’s dedication (forty
days after the birth, according to the Law afdds) the family went up to the Temple in
Jerusalem. A devout man named Simeon wa®ldtetTemple that day as well. God had
promised him that he would not die until he she/Lord’s Christ.

2. Luke 2:36-38—A prophetess named Anna, a wittov84 years who devoted her life to fasting
and prayer, she came along just as Simeonallasg with Mary and Joseph, and she began
praising God. “She talked about Jesus to @rerywho had been waiting for the promised
King to come and deliver Jerusalem” (v38, NLT).

3. Jesus was asked when the kingdom would agpeke 17:20), and He dealt with people who
thought that the kingdom of God would appeanadiately (Luke 19:11).

4. Luke 23:51—Joseph of Arimathea, who providesgus’ tomb, waited for the kingdom of God.

3. Mark 1:14-15—Jesus came proclaiming the gospitle kingdom. The Greek word translated gospel
means good message or good news. Jesus haad@esdrom God. What good news?
a. The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of Gadat hand. v15—The [appointed period of] time is

(completed) fulfilled (Amp); the time has comdast (J.B. Phillips). The kingdom or reign of €50

is about to be restored.
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b. Gen 1.26—God created men and women and gagleramion. The Hebrew word translated
dominion means to rule, have dominion, subjugate
1. Man was to be God’s under ruler in the eavtte were meant to reign over the earth under

God. We were meant to carry out God will ortlea

2. That thought is expressed in what we callLibv@l’s prayer. Your kingdom come; your will be
done on earth as it is in Heaven. Matt 6:10

3. Adam, through his sin, turned that God-giaathority over to the devil who then became the
god (or under ruler) of this world. Luke 4:6Cor 4:4; John 12:31; Luke 22:53; etc.

4. Because of Adam’s sin, humans are born irfitdlen world and a kingdom of darkness that is
presided over by the prince of the power ofaine(lessons for another day)

c. Following Adam’s sin, God came with good nev&od began to reveal His plan to regain His
family by breaking the devil's hold. Gen 3:F5cialled theorotoevangel or the first gospel.

1. The Lord promised that the Seed (Jesus)eoivibman (Mary) would undo the damage done by
Adam’s (and man in Adam) sin. The Seed withedby a virgin woman without a man’s
involvement. She would conceive a son by theeqy of the Holy Ghost. Luke 1:35

2. The Seed will bruise the serpent’s head &steen term meaning: destroy his power and
lordship over mankind). Satan will bruise heel. The devil will appear to triumph when he
hatches his plan to crucify the Seed. Buitlibwe will beat him at his own game. Through

death He will break the power of death. Heb 2t%4

d. With each generation, God gave increasinglaéiee of His plan. The gospel or good news was
proclaimed to Abraham. Gal 3:8; Gen 12:1-3
1. God called Abraham and revealed that the $eedd come through his descendants. That

Seed is Christ. Gen 22:18; Gal 3:16
2. Gen 15:6—Note that Abraham believed the gomas and it was counted to him for
righteousness (he was declared righteous)s ishhe first time the words believe and counted
4. | Cor 2:7-8—God’s unfolding plan was veiledorder to prevent the devil from recognizing His
strategy. Consequently, the Old Testament pitsptidn’t see clearly that there would be two safear
comings of the Messiah with two forms of the kdog.

a. Luke 17:20-21—Jesus came the first time tabdish the kingdom or reign of God in the hearts of
men through the new birth. He came to makessible for men and women to become sons and
daughters of God through faith in Him.

1. Jesus paid the price for sin at the Crosthaowhen a person believes that good news and
acknowledges Jesus as Savior and Lord, thresrcsin be remitted or wiped out. They are
acquitted and declared righteous before Godh R22-5:1; Rom 10:9-10

2. God can then treat them as if they neveresirand indwell them by His Spirit and life, making
them literal sons and daughters of God thrawgh birth. 1 John 5:1; John 1:12-13

b. Jesus came to break the power of the devil imam by paying for the sin that made us his captiv
He came to bring us out of darkness into light,of death into life. Col 1:13; Acts 26:18
1. Jesus didn’t come to earth to “make this diarbetter place”. He came to root out its core

problem: sin in the hearts of men. All thd had heartache in the world springs from the
wicked hearts of men and women. That can newrgone in individual hearts because the
kingdom has come.

2. Our number one charge now is to advancediga of God in the hearts of men through new
birth by proclaiming the gospel. (lessons foother day)

c. When Jesus comes again He will set up Himaté&ngdom or reign as He takes control of the
kingdoms of this world and roots out every remrag trace of sin, corruption, and death from this
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world. Rev 11:15

C. Christians sometimes misunderstand talk abodt@igning and His kingdom coming to mean we can

avoid

life’s challenges and hardships. Therenisurch as a problem-free life in this fallen world.

1. However, because of what Jesus has alreadyfdone through the Cross, we can have victorye t
midst of life’s challenges.

a.

Rom 5:17—Because we have received the gifgbfeousness, we can reign in life through Jesus.

To reign means to exercise dominion or authority.

1. We have authority over devils and disea3dmt was the calling card of the kingdom when
Jesus went around proclaiming it. Matt 4:23124it 10:7-8; Luke 10:9; etc.

2. The devil has no more authority over you. Ndge the same authority Jesus (in His humanity)
exercised when He was on this earth. The 'demilly power over you is deception—enticing
you to believe lies about God, yourself, andry@rcumstances. (lessons for another day)

John 16:33—1In this world we will have tributat but we can be encouraged because Jesus has

overcome it. That's a lesson for another day decause the kingdom has come into us we are now

more than conquerors through Jesus and we cke itnirough life’s challenges in victory.

Rom 14:17—The kingdom of God in us is rightemess, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.

1. Righteousness is from a word that meansnags®. Through the Cross and the new birth we
are right with God. And, we are being madétrig ourselves—spirit, soul, and body—by the
power of the Holy Spirit. He who has beguroadywork in us will complete it.

2. Peace and joy are internal qualities (pe&ceired and hope for the future). Those come from
knowing that we are part of a plan that willdmenpleted—and that the end result will be worth
it all. Those come from knowing that God wgéit us through until He gets us out.

2. Because the kingdom is in you, you are novinénkingdom in the sense that your citizenship is in
Heaven. You are part of God’s kingdom. Youeeb taken out from under the authority of Satan and
have submitted yourself to the authority of G&bd’s provision is available to you in this life.

a.

Matt 6:25-33—When Jesus told His followerd thie don’t have to worry about whether or not we
will have the necessities of life, He said ithe context of the kingdom of God. If we seektfidis
kingdom and righteousness (if our priorities r@gét), then we’ll have what we need to live this.
Luke 12:31-32—Luke’s account gives us anotletail about what Jesus said. Fear not, little
flock. Itis your Father’s delight to give ytle provisions of the kingdom. God, who is now1you
Father, cares for you watchfully and affecti@hat—until the plan is completed and the visible
kingdom comes.

D. Conclusion: We have a lot more to say, but mrghis statement made by the apostle Paul abodts
plan. Paul was personally taught the gospelitbaireached by Jesus Christ Himself. Gal 1:11-12
1. Paul understood that we are part of somethiggel than ourselves, something that will have @dgo
end. We need to remember that as the evenlssdbst time play out around us.

a.

Eph 1:9-10—God'’s secret plan has now beeratedédo us; it is a plan centered on Christ, design
long ago according to his good pleasure. Amlithhis plan: At the right time he will bring
everything together under the authority of Ghrigverything in heaven and on earth. (NLT)

Eph 1:9-10—And this is in harmony with God’sntiful purpose for the government of the world
when the times are ripe for it—the purpose wikiehhas cherished in His own mind of restoring the
whole creation to find its one Head in Chrisésvthings in heaven and on earth, to find their one
Head in Him. (Weymouth)

2. Lots more next week!!



