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THE BIG PICTURE

Introduction: I've used this example beforet lhbears repeating. Becoming a Christian is pkéting
together a jigsaw puzzle. You get saved and thach) sermon you hear and every Bible verse yal rea
gives you a piece of the puzzle—or the whats angsvof Christianity.

1. The problem is that no one shows you the piataréhe box, the completed puzzle, or what | ¢adl t
big picture. If you've tried to put together a pleg then you know that it's a lot easier to do wiyeu
can look at the picture on the box. If ever thees a time to see the big picture, it's now.

a. We're living at the end of this age and themeof the Lord Jesus is near. Before Jesus hack
to Heaven two thousand years ago, He told Histgs that one of the hallmarks of this time el
religious deception.

1. Matt 24:3—A few days before Jesus went toGhess His disciples asked Him what sign will
indicate that His return is near. In answeth&r question He gave them a number of signs.

2. But He mentioned one of them three times—religideception, specifically false prophets and
false messiahs—saying that they will deceive maxgtice, He used the word deceive four
times. v4-5; 11; 23-24
b. The Second Coming of Jesus draws nearer &th passing day. We are living in a time of

increasing deception concerning who Jesus isvaydHe came—not just among unbelievers but

among those who profess to be Christians.

1. The fact that Jesus tells the elect (or eli® not to be deceived means that we can be
deceived. To be deceived means to believe a li

2. Jesus is the truth (John 14:6). It's morpantant than ever that we know the Jesus of the
Bible. The Living Word, the Lord Jesus Christrevealed through the written Word. The
New Testament was written by eyewitnessesl@secassociates of eyewitnesses) of Jesus.

2. God’s Word is our protection against decep(fes91:4). We must have accurate knowledge fram th
Bible. We’'re going to take some time and lookvatt it says about who Jesus is and why He came.

Two thousand years ago Israel (or Palestine@®bmans called it) was divided into three proggie-

Galilee (to the north), Judea (to the south), &anharia (in between Galilee and Judea). Jerusabesm

located in Judea, and Jesus was born in Bethledeah is south of Jerusalem. However, Jesus wssda

in Nazareth which is in Galilee. Matt 2:1; 19-23

1. When the time came for Jesus to begin His pubinistry, He left Galilee and traveled southhe area
where John the Baptist was baptizing peopldhénJordan River, east of Jerusalem—specifically aea

village called Bethany beyond Jordan. John In2&t 3:13; Mark 1:9

a. Following His baptism, Jesus went into thedeihess located between the Dead Sea and the hill
country (Jerusalem was located there) and wapttsl by the devil. Matt 3:16-4:1; Mark 1:10-13

b. When John was imprisoned by Herod Antipas (fdtierod the Great) Jesus left Judea for Galilee
and began His public ministry there. Matt 4:M&rk 1:14

2. All the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, Lukgye us details of how Jesus opened His minisie

are going to begin with Mark’s account. Mark 1115}

a. Notice that Jesus made four specific statesnerte time is fulfilled. The kingdom is at hand.
Repent. Believe the gospel. His statement sipnshy He came and what this is all about (the
picture on the box). Jesus came to completésGudn of redemption or salvation and establish
the kingdom of God on earth. Our part is tcerg@nd believe the gospel.

b. v14—What Jesus preached (literally proclaimeaplled the gospel of the kingdom. Let’s first
make certain that we understand the term gospiet. Greek word used herigggelion) means
good message or good news. Jesus had goodmoewS&od.
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1. Our word gospel comes directly from an An§kaxon term that means god-messagegel).
This early form of the word morphed into a @ershat expresses the same idea as the Greek.

2. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John’s writings wear originally called “gospels”. The word
gospel is not used in the New Testament ta tefthese four books. But the term came into
use for their writings in the second half of #econd century AD

c. Over the next few months we’re going to taies time to examine each part of Jesus’ statement.
3. I realize that this doesn’t sound exciting huseait doesn’t seem practical. | often hear pesale
That stuff is all well and good, but | have rpedblems and | need real help. And that won'ttdlo i
a. Sadly, many sincere Christians have falseaapens about what God will and won’t do for us in
this life because they have misunderstandingsitathy Jesus came into this world. We'll discuss
this in detail in upcoming lessons, but for neansider a few thoughts.

1. I regularly encounter people who are expgaBid to do things for them that He never

promised to do. Then they get frustrated argiyawhen it doesn’t happen.

2. Jesus didn’t come into this world to solve poblems and give us techniques to live the good
life. In fact, He Himself said that in this vid we will have trouble. (That’s the nature déli
in a fallen, sin damaged world.) But we caarteto overcome in the midst of it. John 16:33

b. The Christianity that is preached and pradticemany circles today is very different from the

Christianity presented in the New Testameris nitan-centered rather than God centered.

1. 1l Cor 5:15—Christianity is about changing tihrust or motivation and direction of our lives.
Jesus died so that we would no longer liveotmselves but for Him. It's not about us. It's
about Him. We were created to bring glory andor to Him. Because this is our created
purpose, it is the place of greatest satisfadior us.

2. The is what we see in Scripture: Everytiweggive up (or lose) to follow Him we will get
back over and above—some of it in this life anthe in the life to come. Matt 19:28-29;

Mark 10:28-30; Luke 18:28-30

3. Matt 16:24-26—To deny self means to give amg things your way when your way conflicts

with God’s way. Our “cross” is submission tod> will even if it is in conflict with our will.
A. Consider this illustration. Let’s say thyatu love Jello so much that you were once
motivated to grab a handful out of a bowl. Alyeu closed your fist and squeezed as tight
as you could to hold onto it. What happendiddl melted and the liquid gelatin slipped
through your fingers. What if you had held ybands open and let the server heap on as
much as you could hold?

B. This principle applies to the Christian lif€he more you try to hold on to your will your
way, the more you will lose. But the more ypue up of your will your way, the more
you will receive, not just in this life but the life to come.

c. The model we see in the New Testament forethid®o follow the Lord is not: All your troubles

go away and you live the prosperous abundamt lifistead, the model is: Here’s how to make it

through without being damaged and to be liftedrnuthe midst of life’'s chaos. It's about chargin

your view of reality (the way you see thingsyldahen living out of that perspective.

1. The Christianity that is presented in the Nl@gtament is one that lives with the consciousness
that there is more to life than just this liémd that the life to come is the most importarte
hardships of this life don’t begin to comparighwvhat is ahead. Rom 8:18

2. This perspective will enable us, like Paollptoclaim: These are light and momentary
afflictions. And, in all these things, | am radhan a conqueror. Nothing can separate me
from the love of God in Christ Jesus my Lordni8:37-39; Il Cor 4:17-18

4. This brings us back to the big picture. Thitthe hardships, pain, and loss of this life) arahvays
going to be the way they are now because weaddrktoward something. A plan is unfolding.
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a. In eternity past Almighty God planned a fanafysons and daughters made in His image through
whom He can express His glory and with whom Bie ltave relationship. He created men and
women to become His sons and daughters thraitfhifh Christ and He made the earth to be a
wonderful home for His family. Eph 1:4-5; Isa 18

b. Sin has damaged both the family and the fahuolye. A curse of corruption and death infused the
human race and the earth when Adam sinned. G@&R1®; Rom 5:12-19; Rom 8:20; etc.

c. God is working out His plan to undo the damdgee by man’s sin through Jesus. This plan is
known as redemption or salvation. It will ulately result in everything being restored to what
God always intended them to be.

C. Mark 1:15—When Jesus began His public ministith these statements—the time is fulfilled, the
kingdom is at hand, repent, and believe the gespks$ audiences weren’t disappointed (i.e., we haad
problems and need real help). They understoddatpan was unfolding and that if Jesus truly tees
Promised Savior (which He proved through His nesairon), then His statements were vital to
understanding and  participating in the plan (nwrehis in later lessons). For now, note thesatgoi
1. Matt 24:3—Notice that when Jesus’ disciple®¢sically Peter, James, and John according to Mark

13:1-3) asked Him for signs that His return iamé¢hey connected His return with the end of Wisld.

Word isaion or age (as opposed to end of the planet): WHhabwithe sign of Your coming and of the

and—that is, the completion, the consummation thefage? (Amp).

a. His apostles understood from the writingshef ®ld Testament prophets that the way things are
now isn’t the way it's always going to be. Thayderstood that a plan is unfolding.

b. A plan by definition has a beginning, middled end. The apostles understood that the confiing o
the Messiah (Savior, Redeemer, Jesus) was theféhe plan.

1. Acts 2:17—When Peter preached his first serafter Jesus returned to Heaven, Peter referred
to that time as the prophesied last days. @tmad “last days, last time, last hour” all refer to

the last times of this present age (the agehiciwthings are not as God intended them to be). Il
Tim 3:1; James 5:3; | Pet 1:5; 20; | John 21i&je 18.

2. Hebl:1-2—God, who gave to our forefatheamyndifferent glimpses of the truth in the words
of the prophets, has now, at the end of thisgareage, given us the truth in the Son (Phillips).

c. The last days (or the end of this age) begmJesus’ first coming and will be completed in
connection with His second coming. In Petegsond recorded sermon, he told his listeners that
Jesus has returned to Heaven until the time sameomplete the plan.

1. Acts 3:21—Whom heaven must receive untiltime for the complete restoration of all that
God spoke by the mouth of all His holy propHetsages past—from the most ancient time in

the memory of man (Amp); until all is restoretea (Knox); when all things are put right

(Basic); until the final recovery of all thing®m sin (TLB).

2. For many of us today, the Second Coming aiithe Antichrist and the mark of the beast and
trying to match headline news with prophecy.t #8u Jesus’ first followers it was about the
completion of the plan. That was their perspedbecause they understood the big picture.

d. Acts 1:10-11—Jesus’ first message to His felics after He returned to Heaven was: I'll be back
His words weren’t intended to begin a frenziebbate over who the Antichrist is or when the battle
with Gog and Magog will take place, or whethwes tapture is pre-trib, mid-trib, or post-trib.

1. Itwas meant to remind and encourage His fal@that the plan will be completed. Jesus

came at the right time the first time, and Hd dd so at His second coming. Gal 4:.4—But

when the proper time had fully come, God sent$tig, born of a woman. (Amp)

2. Thirty years later, when Jesus still hadretirned, Peter was able to remind Jesus’ follewer
of His faithfulness to keep His promise: Il Be&2—The Lord really isn’'t being slow about his
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promise to return, as some people think. Nasleing patient for your sake. He does not

want anyone to perish, so he is giving more fioneeveryone to repent. (NLT)

3. Il Pet 3:13—Peter faced death as a martyhifofaith in Christ with the confidence that the
plan will be completed. He knew that he artdbelievers will one day return with the Lord to
live on this earth again after it has beenastel from corruption and death and restored to a fi
forever home for God’s family.

Back to Matt 24:1-3—Note that the apostles’qjioms to Jesus were in response to some really bad

news from Him: The Temple (the heart of theligieus, cultural, political, and economic life) Wbe

destroyed. Jesus confirmed this when He tolohttiet His second coming will be preceded by
tribulation unlike anything the world has or weNer see. v21

a. Despite these dire words, the apostles ditkek out because they understood that a planng be
worked out. They knew from the writings of fw®phets that the coming of the Messiah would be
preceded by catastrophic times. Zech 12:1-3h2€cl1-2; Dan 12:1; etc.

1. But they also knew that that they would miaklerough whatever catastrophe came their way
in connection with the end of this age. Jo2B232

2. | Pet 1:5—Years later Peter, under the iagjoin of the Holy Spirit, wrote to men and women
under his charge that God will keep us by Hiw@r through our faith until the plan is
completed.

b. Luke 21:25-28—Luke’s account of Jesus’ answetis disciples’ questions gives us more details
about what will happen prior to the Lord’s retumNotice that people will be terrified by what
happens on the earth (v26). There’s way modesgus’ statements than we can discuss now, but
note one point.

1. v28—Jesus told His follower, when you ses¢hthings begin to come to pass, Look up for

your redemption draws near. The idea in theeléie be elated in joyous expectation.

2. Stand ready and look forward cheerfully (Be&tand up, hold your heads high (Phillips).

Il Tim 3:1—Perilous (or fierce) times are cogpion the earth. They won’t come out of a vacuuch an

the stage is already being set.

a. Just when you think the daily news can’t ggt\&orse and human thought processes and behavior
can’t get any crazier, they do. And all thidlwontinue to worsen until the Lord returns.

b. If ever there was a time to devour the Wor&o#f, it's now. Not only is it our protection agsi
religious deception, it is the source of faidcause it reveals the Living Word, the Lord Jesus.

Remember, God will keep us by His power throughfaith. Rom 10:17; Heb 12:2; | Pet 1:5

c. Treasury agents study genuine bills to hedntinecognize counterfeit bills. We need to re&d th
New Testament so we can see the real Jesugamdtd see things the way they really are accgrdin
to God. This perspective will protect us dsellps us walk in God’s power and provision.

D. Conclusion: We have a lot to cover in thisegri Consider these thoughts as we close thdefason.

1.

If you don’t understand the big picture (thetfédnat a plan is unfolding) then your view of igaWill be
skewed. You won'’t be able to answer some impbdaestions: Why we are here? How we are
supposed to live. What is most important? Ayl be afraid.

God’s purpose in the earth right now is to gatHis family to Himself through Jesus. And Halde to
use the circumstances of life in fallen worlddeis He does not orchestrate or approve of) angecau
them to serve this purpose. Eph 1:11—Who ithall happens, is carrying out his own fixed purpose

(2d" Cent).

3.

What should your main concern be right nowadée Bible and make certain you are in the fawiily
God. Then stay in the family and accuratelyespnt the family to those around you. Phil 2:14-15



