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THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD

A. Introduction: Before Jesus returned to Heavémpromised His followers that He would give usqeesn
the midst of life’s troubles. This peace passess above) our understanding. This peace hadpp kis
from being moved from faith and trust in God. JAlen33; John 14:27; | Cor 15:58; Phil 4.7
1. This peace comes to us through the Word of Gdek Bible brings peace to our mind because ivsho

us what God is like and how He works in the lieéslis people when they encounter tribulation.
a. For the past several weeks we’ve been lodkirtlge fact that we can have peace of mind indbe f
of tribulation because God is with us—and najlean come against us that is bigger than God.
b. The statement that nothing can come againgtaiss bigger than God is another way of sayirag th
nothing is too hard for God and nothing is imploiesfor Him. The Bible makes these statements
in a number of places and we have been examgangral of them.

1.

2.

Gen 18:14—W hen Abraham and Sarah were faoirngipossible physical condition (unable

to have children) the Lord told them: Nothiagoo difficult for Me. You will have a child.

Jer 32:27—When the prophet Jeremiah wasdaamnimpossible, irreversible circumstance
(the complete destruction of life as he kngwAtmighty God assured him: Nothing is too
hard for Me. There is hope even in this hoggektuation. There is a future for you.

c. Recognizing the bigness of God inspires fartti confidence which brings us peace of mind in the
hardships of life.
2. Last week we looked at another place in theeBitdhere the statement that nothing is too har@fuat
is found—in the Book of Job.
a. Job experienced great calamity and loss ififaisHe lost his wealth to thieves and a natural
disaster. He lost his sons and daughters wieehduse they were dining in collapsed during a
windstorm. And he lost his health to a sevére disease. Job 1:13-19; Job 2:7

1.

Most of the book is a dialogue between Jabthree friends as they tried to figure out why all
this suffering came to him. The Book of Jolesltt address thehy question beyond the
general information that there is an adversatitis world who goes about as a roaring lion
seeking people to devour. But it's not bigtiam God.

The Holy Spirit directs our attention, nowthy troubles came to Job, but to how Job’s story
turned out. The Lord turned the captivity obhand restored to him twice what he lost.
James 5:11; Job 42:10

b. There’s alot in Job’s story we didn’t discugBor a more detailed study, read Chapter 6 in my
bookGod Is Good and Good Means Good). Here’s the point for our discussion.

1.

In the face of a great trial from which J&®ded deliverance, God gave Job a revelation of His
bigness. He spoke to Job from a whirlwind tatkied about His might, His power (His
bigness) as revealed through His creation38s41; Rom 1:20

Job saw it, and it led him to declare thahimy is too hard, too impossible, or too big for

God—not loss, not disease, not death. Job 4R&mit thou canst do anything, that nothing is

too hard for thee (Moffatt).

A. Notice the second part of the verse: Thanst do all things and no purpose of thine can
be restrained (ASV); You can do all things andhought or purpose of yours can be
thwarted (Amp).

B. This second part of the verse is a majortkegppreciating the bigness of God. It says that
no plan or purpose of God can be thwartece diiginal Hebrew in Job 42:2 carries the
idea that no thought of God’s can be hindeMt’re going to discuss what that means in
this lesson.

B. Job’s statement touches on the providence of &dd need some understanding of God’s providemce t
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appreciate His bigness.

1. When we look at the word providence we cartiseavord provide. Provide is a verb that means to
“supply what is needed for sustenance or suppdtritan be used as an adjective (provident) nmgani
“having or showing foresight; providing carefuflyr the future”. Or it can be used as a noun
(providence) meaning “the foreseeing care andande of God over the creatures of earth”.

a.

You don’t necessarily need to know thesed&apecifically, but you need to know the principle
expressed through these words and let it shapewew of reality—your view of God and the way
He works in this world.

1. The idea that God cares for the creaturelddecreated is found in the Scripture. He is their
provider and He provides for them. Ps 104:26-FP% 136:25; Ps 147:9; Matt 6:26; etc.

2. That's one of the points God made to Job wtherLord revealed His bigness to Job: | take
care of the creatures | have created. | anaibihl am faithful. Job 38:41—(I provide) food
for the ravens when their young cry out to Gedhey wander about in hunger (NLT).

God doesn’t deal only in short-term provisidthe deals in long-term provision. He is provident

He has and demonstrates foresight in that Heégbes for, not just the present, but also for tteirfe

of His creation. Confidence in His short-termoypsion comes out of knowing God'’s long-term

provision or His providence.

2. Part of God’s providence comes out of His Owieisce or His All-knowingness. There is nothingtth
Almighty God does not know—past, present or faituHe knows what is going to happen before it
happens. This is called foreknowledge.

a.

C.

God sometimes put off short-term blessing(ékding troubles immediately) because He, in His
foreknowledge, sees a way to cause it to sersg@titposes and provide something better in the
future.

In a previous lesson we talked about how Gdd'dstop Joseph’s trial in the beginning—not

because God was behind or approving of it invaay. Joseph’s afflictions were the result of

freewill choices made by evil men motivated laye (Gen 37-50). This is an example of God’s
providence.

1. God, in His All-knowingness (or providenceaw where Joseph’s brother’s actions would lead
when they sold him into slavery. Joseph engedecond in command in Egypt in charge of a
food distribution program that saved multituéiesn starvation during a time of great famine.

A. This included Joseph’s own family—the lineahhgh which Jesus came into this world,
along with countless idol-worshipping heathet® heard about the True God, Jehovah,
throughout Joseph’s ordeal. This is futurevi@ion, reaching down to today and beyond.

B. God was with Joseph throughout his ordealiging him with what he needed to survive
and even flourish in the midst of it. God fonh through until He got him out. This is

present provision. Acts 7:9-10

2. Atthe end of his ordeal, when Joseph wasited with his brother, he was able to declare to
them: You meant what you did to me for euilt Bod worked it for good (Gen 50:20). This
verse is the Rom 8:28 of the Old Testament.

A. God does not need evil in order to do goBdt in a world that is filled with evil, the fact
that God, in His providence, can cause ietwa His purposes is a tremendous promise.

B. Joseph told his brothers: God sent me ab&gdu to preserve your lives (Gen 45:5-7).
Joseph didn’t mean that God caused his trgulfRather, he was expressing how in
control God is over His universe and humariahoGod didn’t cause any of it, but He
used it all to provide for His people.

I’'m not arguing for not being immediately delied from troubling circumstances. I'm saying you

you can have peace of mind and don’t have torfeanatter what you're facing. It's not bigger

than God. He’s not been taken by surprise séts a way to use it for good as He cares for us.

3. Remember, the Bible is progressive revelatiGod has gradually revealed Himself and His plans
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through the pages of Scripture. Job didn’t hall/¢éhe light we have about God's plans and purpose

We have the full light of Jesus Christ and theelation of God given to us through Him (lessons fo

another day).

a. But, through seeing the bigness of God, Jalizesl that God does and will take care of thetarea
He created, and that He does and will delivefrars captivity—some in this life and some in the
life to come. Job experienced both kinds o¥/jsion.

1. Job 42:12-13 (Job 1:2-3)—The Lord turneddietivity of Job and restored to him double
what he lost. Ten more children were addatiécones temporarily lost to him, but not forever
lost because there is life after this life. d@an reverse even irreversible circumstances

2. Job 19:25-26—Job’s health was restored to o like all of us in this fallen world, Job
eventually died. But he knew that there wasato life than just this life. Even the stuff tha
isn’t fixable in this life—such as death—istob big for God.

b. Job saw a glimpse of the fact that nothingstap God’s ultimate purpose and plan to delivex Hi
creatures from captivity to the wickedness aaia jn this world.

C. We pointed out in the previous lesson that thekBof Job was intended to inspire the people torwit
was first written (Israel when they were trapped&gyptian slavery) that nothing is too big for God.
Nothing is too hard or too impossible for God. ddivers those who are suffering under afflictive
bondage.

1. The Book of Job revealed that there is an AdrgréSatan) at work in this world who challengesiGo
as he seeks to entice men into rebellion with hgairest God. That was actually Satan’s motive in
moving against Job. (Lessons for another day)

a. As the first rebel in the universe the deviliitimately behind all the hell and heartachehia t
world. But through the light of the New Testarmer know that the primary way he works on
believers is through our minds—influencing ourugbts in an attempt to influence or behavior.
Eph 6:11; Il Cor 11:3; etc.
b. However, much of the trouble we encounteifeis the result of freewill actions taken by Sata
inspired men and women. One of the themes wéns8cripture is that this isn’t bigger than God.
1. Because of His foreknowledge (His Omniscig¢iigded sees what is going to happen before it
happens, and in His providence (His foreseearg and guidance over the creatures of earth),
He is able to devise a plan to put on top ofdél’s plan and work it for good.
2. The Lord is able to cause wicked plans toeséfis ultimate purpose (more on that in a
moment), caring and providing for His people &sdéts us through until He gets us out.

That's what Gen 50:20 and Rom 8:28 are all about.

2. The most spectacular example of God’s providdhiis foreseeing care and guidance over the aesatu
of earth) is the crucifixion of Jesus. It wawiaked act inspired by Satan and carried out biyreen.

a. We don't think of the crucifixion as an ewlemt because we know the outcome (Gen 50:20 and
Rom 8:28 in action). But the Bible is clear tBattan inspired Judas who then betrayed Jesus to th
religious authorities. And these wicked men canesjpto turn Him over to the Roman government

to be executed. Luke 22:3-4; Acts 2:23; Acts 4:26

1. But God, in His All-knowingness knew what wpsng to happen before it happened. Jesus is
referred to as the Lamb slain from the fouratabf the world. Rev 13:8
2. The Lord devised a plan to use this wickdtadthe betrayal and killing of the innocent Son
of God) to bring about the greatest good eveomplished in the history of the world—the
eternal salvation and deliverance of a racerdismen and women.
b. Remember, God doesn’'t need evil in order tgatmd. Rather, He is so big that He can take evil
not of His doing and cause it to serve His puggosThat’s how in control God is.
1. Not “in control” in the sense that He causewiills evil, but in the sense that evil cannov#nt
His ultimate purpose of good for His people &tfisl creation. God works it into His plan and



beats the devil at His own game.
2. The Apostle Peter was inspired by the HolyiSjp state it thusly: Acts 2:23—This Jesus,
when delivered up according to the definite fiweld purpose and settled plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and put outha way, [killing Him] by the hands of
lawless and wicked men. (Amp)
3. Knowing God’s providence, and understanding tioghing can thwart God’s plans and purposes, has
very practical application for His people.
a. Shortly after Jesus returned to Heaven, Retkddohn were put in jail by religious authorities
preaching the resurrection of Jesus to a cravideaTemple. The crowd gathered because Peter
healed a lame man by the power of God in the naindesus. Acts 3:1-26
1. Acts 4:1-2; Acts 4:18-21—Temple authoritietadned Peter and John and warned them not to
speak or teach in the name of Jesus anymore.adthorities wanted to punish Peter and John
further but were afraid to do so because the dromedited God with this healing miracle.
2. Peter and John went back to their own comaiier believers) and they all went to God in
prayer. Notice that they started with the bggef God. Acts 4:24
A. Acts 4:25-27—Then, they referenced Ps 2wih2re the psalmist, under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit, prophesied that the kings atleavould rise up against the Lord’s Anointed.
B. The psalmist reported that: Ps 2:4—He wivell$ in heaven is laughing at their threats
(Knox). The word “scorn” in the Hebrew has ttlea of ridicule. The point is: How
ridiculous to think that anything or anyone séop God’s plan and purpose.
3. This passage assured Peter, John, and thes ollat challenges to God’s plans and purposes
don’t take Him by surprise, and no matter hog/thie challenge is—it’s not bigger than God.
b. The disciples realized how “in control” Gadaf His universe. They recognized that HerodtBjl
the gentiles and Israelites gathered togetheémuiside of God’s foreknowledge and providence,
but under His control—To carry out all that Ydwand and Your will and purpose had predestined
(predetermined) should occur. (Acts 4:28, Ampherefore, the disciples knew that they did not
have to fear whatever came their way.
4. To fully appreciate God’s providence we musdenstand His ultimate purpose in His providentalec
of His creation. Unlike the other creatures @ thorld, human beings have a need that is gréader
the necessary provisions of this life (food, clotf shelter).
a. We are all guilty of sin before a holy God aederving of eternal separation from Him. Andehe
is nothing we can do about it. If this needas emedied, it doesn’t matter how successful,
prosperous, healthy, and happy we are in thidbkigause we are lost to our created purpose—
relationship with Almighty God in this life andegmext. Matt 16:26; Luke 12:16-21
1. We must understand that God’s primary purposiee earth is not to make this life the
highlight of our existence. Nor is it to end @fllhumanity’s sufferings. His purpose is to

draw men to saving knowledge of Himself througbudeso they can have life after this life. 2.

Because God is All-Powerful (Omnipotent) and Alhdving (Omniscient) He can cause

everything to serve His ultimate purpose. Thithesultimate providential care. Eph 1:11 b. Gad,
His providence, has provided a way of escape fraptity to sin and its penalty. 1. Through
the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Cl@istl has met our greatest need by paying the
debt we owed for our sin. He has provided forfature, not just in this life, but in the life
come.

2. This greatest expression of His loving previce assures us that, if He has met our greatest
need (salvation from sin), why would He not hedpwith lesser needs. Rom 8:32

D. Conclusion: Consider one thought. Jacob wakarsame story as Joseph. He looked at his citames
and magnified the problem: Everything is agamst(Gen 42:36). He robbed himself of the peace tha
would have come from magnifying God: None of ikibigger than God. He will cause this to sen® H
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purposes of maximum good and He will get us thhowsthrough until He gets us out (Gen 50:20).



