TCC—1021
PEACE IN THE WILDERNESS

A. Introduction: In this series we’re working oetting to the point where we are not moved by difiefals and

hardships from our faith and confidence in Godof 15:58

1. Inthe last few lessons we’ve focused on toetfaat Christians get moved from faith and conficein
God because they misunderstand His present prpdke earth. These misunderstandings lead to
false expectations about what God will and wdo'for us in this life, and when those false exaiéahs
aren’t met, it leads to disappointment and alag€od.

2.  We must understand that God’s primary purpogbe earth is to bring people to saving knowleodige
Himself through Jesus — not make this life thghhght of our existence.

a. Although there is provision and help from Gothis life, He has not promised to end the haifmsh

and suffering of life because that's not Hismeoncern right now. | Tim 4:8

1. The greater and better part of life is aiftés life, first in the present invisible Heavendahen
on earth after it has been renewed and rendwatie a fit forever home for God and His family.
Rom 8:18; Il Pet 3:13; Rev 21:1-4,; etc.

2. The life to come will mean an end to allfstihg and hardships. It will mean restoration and
recompense for the losses and injustices sflifiei. However, if people never put faith in
Christ as Savior and Lord, they will miss onttbe blessings of the life to come. Matt 16:26

b. This world is not as God intended it to beé.hds been damaged by sin. Jesus made it clé¢an tha
this world we will have tribulation — trials, stress, and frustration (John 16:33, Amp). But He
promised peace of mind in the midst of life’sdships to those who submit to His lordship. John

16:33; John 14:27; Matt 11:28-30

1. Experiencing this peace is not automatic. eXjgerience it, we must learn how to let not our
hearts be troubled (or agitated and disturbed).

2. This means we must know how to address #tartling thoughts and questions that come to all
of us — especially in the midst of trouble: Wik this happening? How could a loving God
let it happen? If God is good, then why doektg end the all the suffering in this world?

3. Last week we said there are several key féxdataGod and the nature of life in this world tipati must
know if you're going to be successful at keepyogr heart from being troubled by agitating and
disturbing thoughts. Let’s briefly review whaewaid.

a. Thereis no such thing as a problem fredkfeause we live in a sin damage or fallen worldhew

Adam disobeyed God, a curse of corruption aradhdefused the human race and the earth itself.

We all deal daily with the consequences. Gefi;23en 3:17-19; Rom 5:12-19; Rom 8:20; etc.

1. God is not behind the troubles of life. Heesl not orchestrate circumstances to teach us, test
us, perfect us, or make us patient. We knasvidbcause Jesus never did anything like that to
anyone. Jesus shows us how God treats people.

A. Jesus said: |only do what | see my Fatloer If you've seen Me, you've seen the Father
because | do His works by His power. John 5ib8n 14:9-10

B. If Jesus didn’'t orchestrate difficult circatances or send troubles into anyone’s life for
some unknown purpose (and He didn’t), then hed~ather doesn’t do it.

2. You can shut down a lot of troubling, disiadhthoughts when you learn how to answer the
WHY question. Why does bad stuff happen? Here'sdhect answer — because that’s life
in a sin cursed, fallen world.

b. Why doesn’t God intervene and stop all théawil heartache in this world? First of all, rentem
that He will do exactly that in connection witte Second Coming of Jesus.

1. But we must understand that when God crdatethn beings, He gave men and women free
will. With free will comes not only the freeghoto choose, but the consequences of the choice
made. This world has been and is continudfgcted by the consequences of millions and
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millions of free will choices — going all theay back to Adam.

2. However, because God is All-knowing (Omnistiend All-powerful (Omnipotent), He is
able to use the hardships resulting from frélechvoices and cause them to serve His ultimate
purpose which is to bring men and women torgaknowledge of Himself through Jesus.

4. The Bible is filled with examples of God usiihg harsh realities of life in a sin cursed earnth @ausing
them to serve His ultimate purposes as He carddi§ people in the midst of their difficulties.

a. These examples were recorded in part to eagewgach succeeding generation, including us, and
give us peace of mind in the midst of the stowadace. Rom 15:4

b. These accounts are historical records tha&t gsvinsight into how God works in the midst of the
difficulties of life in a sin damaged world. \&fhwe examine these accounts, we find some
common characteristics as far as how God.

1. God often puts off short term blessing (kkaling trouble now) for long term eternal results.

2. The Lord has perfect timing, and at the right, His people see results. Just because you
can’'t see something happening doesn’t mearingit happening. It simply means you can'’t
see it yet because much of God’s work is itesuntil, at the right time, we see results.

3. God works in the circumstances to bring maxmglory to Himself and maximum good to as
many people as possible. He is able to brevquge good out of genuine bad as He causes
circumstances and the choices people makee s#s purposes.

4. Almighty God never abandons His people. &®a@ause us to flourish is the midst of trouble.
And He gets His people through until He getsrhout.

5. Inthis lesson we’re going to examine one ekthhistorical records and see how all this playsm

real life: the generation of Israel whom God dled from bondage in Egypt.

a. Keep in mind that these were and are reallpeofThe Bible is 50% history.) Although it was a
real event, like many events reported in the Tdtament, Israel’s deliverance pictures whatslesu
provided through the Cross.

b. What happened to these people is referred tedemption because God delivered them from
slavery in Egypt (Ex 6:6; Ex 15:13). Redemptmeans deliverance or rescigepster).

1. Redemption is the term used to describe @loak has done for us through Jesus — deliver us
from bondage to sin and death.

2. Even though Israel was redeemed, and evemglthwe are redeemed, we still face hardships
and challenges because we live in a fallendvorBut God works for good in the midst of it.

B. About 1921 BC God called a man named Abrahalaaee his homeland (modern-day Iran) and travel to
Canaan (modern-day lIsrael) to live. God promisetiake Abraham’s descendants into a great nation
(Israel) through which the promised that the Ratseof mankind (Jesus) would come. Gen 12:1-7
1. During the generation of Abraham’s grandsoopbBathe entire family (75 in all) went down to pgyo

live during a time of great famine. At first thevere welcomed, settled there, and prosperedlgreat

The family’s rapid growth alarmed the Egyptiaausd they eventually enslaved Abraham’s descendants.

The family remained in Egypt for 400 years. Ex-22

a. Why did Abraham’s descendants end up ensPavBeécause that’s life in a sin cursed earth. It's
the nature of fallen men to rule over other mdvfear and jealously motivated the Egyptians to

exercise their free wills and make choices tiaaised trouble for other people. Ex 1:9-10

b. God used this time Egypt. Abraham’s descetsdgrew from 75 people to over 3,000,000.

1. Their numbers were increased to the pointravtieey would actually be able to take possession
of and hold on to the land of Canaan. Add#ibn due to a variety of factors, the population
of Canaan actually decreased during these datsy

2. It also gave additional time for God to warkd try to draw the inhabitants of Canaan (wicked
idol worshipper) to Himself before Israel agt/to drive them from their lands. Gen 15:16

c. God eventually raised up a man named Moses@maissioned him to lead the Israelites out of
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2.

Egypt. Through a series of power demonstrat{pltagjues) that were a direct challenge to specific
Egyptian gods, carried out over a nine montlopeiPharaoh (king of Egypt) agreed to release his
captives, and Abraham’s descendants beganjtheirey back to Canaan.

There were two routes back to Canaan from Egyipe Way of the Philistines and the wildernesseout

through the Sinai Peninsula. Ex 13:17-18

a. The first route had an easier terrain, bwiais populated by a warlike tribe of idol worshipgper
called the Philistines. The second route wdssert wilderness, mountainous and dry, with peaks
rising to 7,400 feet and less than 8 inchesiwifall per year.

b. Even though these people were redeemed, Wasr@o easy way for them to get to Canaan because
that’s life in a fallen world. Adam’s sin prockd a sin nature in man that resulted in aggressive
tribes bent on conquering other men. Deseronsgand the hardships they present (lack of food
and water, snakes, scorpions, rocks and dir), &iso developed because of the curse of coampti
and death that entered the material creatiomvwittam sinned.

c. Whydidn't God simply make it all go away dr¢am them up” and transport them to Canaan? It
just doesn’t work that way. And, although Gadindt orchestrate the challenges along either route
He knew which one would produce maximum resuttse-foute through Sinai.

Israel set out for Canaan, following the Lded (L3:20-22). They quickly found themselves trappe

the Red Sea with the Egyptian army pursuing tfrem behind when Pharaoh changed his mind.

a. This route seemed like a mistake, but Godahgldn. He parted the Red Sea and Israel walked
through on dry ground. When the Egyptian armtemapted to follow, the waters closed over and
destroyed them. Notice that God used the prolitesolve the problem.

1. Thisis a tremendous example of God bringiemendous good out of a really bad situation.
A real threat was removed from Israel. Egyatimy was formidable and the distance between
Egypt and Canaan was not that far. Egypt wbake been a constant threat to Israel.

2. The parting of the Red Sea had a tremendfeist @an Israel: 'When the people of Israel saw
the mighty power that the Lord has displayediag the Egyptians, they feared the Lord and
put their faith in him and his servant Mosé&sx (4:31, NLT)

b. God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt andpheting of the Red Sea also impacted the heathen,
idol worshipping nations in that part of the Vdor
a. By the time Pharaoh released Israel, manytays had become convinced that Jehovah was

and is the True and Only God (Ex 8:19; Ex 9:2M) fact, a mixed multitude left Egypt with
Israel. They were non-Hebrews: Egyptians@ossibly members of other nations that
relocated to Egypt during the great famineowHiany Egyptian soldiers may have cried out
for mercy as the sea closed over them, bedaegdoo realized that Jehovah is God?

b. When lIsrael finally entered Canaan, Rahab fftlostitute in Jericho who hid two Israeli spies
and saved their lives) revealed that the peioplend heard about what God did in Egypt,
causing her and others to fear the Lord aratkmowledge Him as the True God. Josh 2:9-11

Three days past the Red Sea, and running lomater, the Israelites reached a place called Mavih

pools of undrinkable water. Why? Because tHd€dn a sin cursed earth. Ex 15:22-26

a. But God demonstrated that He would providdHeir physical needs in this harsh environment.
He would get them through until He got them our their first big challenge in the wildernessdso
met their physical needs and promised to be fitgisician. Healeth comes from a word that
means to mend or doctor. Ex 15:26

b. The Lord instructed Moses to throw a trée the water, and it became drinkable. Why di@&od
make the water drinkable before Israel got therf®@ecause He saw a way to use the circumstance.
1. The bitter waters at Marah provided an opputy for Israel to exercise and strengthen their

faith in God. They were going to face evergeigobstacles in Canaan (walled cities and
giants) and would need proven faith. Marah idwave been a great place to remember that
God solved a water problem for them three @ayBer and would surely help them now.



A. You don't know what is up ahead in this lifelhe practice you're getting right now at
exercising your faith (or believing what Gays despite what you see) may be exactly
what you need to overcome in your next eveggédm difficulty.

B. Marah brought out an ugly trait in Israepplaining (Ex 15:24; Ex 16:2,3). Trials
expose character flaws, and once exposedctirepe dealt with. This is another way
God uses life’s hardships. Israel didn’t amkliedge or deal with their complaining and it
built a habit of unbelief in them that cosertin Canaan. | Cor 10:6-11

2. God helped Israel anyway and provided fomtfas they journeyed. Not only did they leave
Egypt with flocks of sheep and herds of catBed provided water, quail, and manna, and their
clothes and shoes didn’t wear out. Ex 12:3816%; 13; Ex 17:6; Deut 8:4

c. Notice one more point. People mistakenlytbay God tests us with circumstances. But God’s
test to Israel at Marah, and in subsequent degs His Word. Would they do what He told them to

do? Ex 15:25-26; Ex 16:4

5. We see God’s timing in Israel’s story. The from Egypt to Canaan was an eleven day journggt
it took Israel two years to reach Canaan. De2t Nlum 10:11-13
a. That seems too long to us. But much goodagasmplished during Israel’s “waiting period”.

1. God met with Moses on Mount Sinai and gaeetlthe Law that Israel would live by once they
settled in Canaan. Not only would it help &rset up a functioning government and social
order, the Law was critical to God’s unfoldipign of redemption. The Law was a
schoolmaster to bring men to Christ by showiagur sin and our need for a Savior. Gal 3:24

2. God instructed Moses on how to build the Tahele and carry out the sacrificial system that
would cover their sin as it pictured what thedBemer would do with our sin.

b. The two year delay gave time for word of tlyytian army’s defeat at the hand of the God atdbr
to spread all the way to Canaan through tradeveas and travelers.

1. Bythe time Israel arrived, the tribes in ldued were afraid of them, giving Israel greattsigéc
advantage (present help). But their delay pisduced eternal results.

2. As pointed out earlier, Rahab realized theddl’'s God was and is the True God. She joined
the people of God and is in Heaven today bextrael’s arrival was delayed for two years.
How many other people in Canaan came to the saalization? Josh 2:9-11

c. Sadly, the first generation God delivered fiégyptian bondage refused to enter Canaan once they
reached the border because they didn’t believ@ \@ould help them. God sent them back to the
wilderness to live as nomads until that genenadiied off. God then brought their adult children

into the land to settle Canaan. Num 13-14

6. Much of what we believe about God and how Hek&/@s inaccurate and troubles our soul.
a. It's not unusual to hear people say: “Godisrge in the wilderness”. By that statement they
mean the Lord has brought them to a place abteoto test them, perfect them, purge them, etc.
b. When we read the Bible account of a peoplemgtbat God led to and through the wilderness we
find that they were there for two reasons. hmfirst instance, there was no other way to getre/h
they were going. In the second instance, tlopleerefused to obey God and enter Canaan.

1. God sent them back to the wilderness fometgrurposes. He wanted them (and the
generations that followed) to see the seriossénot entering in as God proscribes. Jesus is
the only Way to salvation. If you refuse Himuycannot enter the land of Heaven.

2. God continued to provide for His people dgrihose forty years in the wilderness—the pillar
of cloud and fire to guide and protect, the marihe water, the indestructible clothing; etc.

C. Conclusion: We have more to say next weekgcbuosider these thoughts as we close this lessesusJ
connected peace of mind with His Word (John 14:2@od’s Word shows us how He works amidst life’s
hardships. He’s given us snapshots of real pgombow us behind the scenes information as wgatha
end of story. We can battle troubling thoughtthvod’s Word and have peace of mind in the wildes

4



