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PEACE IN THE STORM

A. Introduction: | Cor 15:58—For a number of mositive have been talking about how to become unni@vab
in the face of life’s hardships. Far too manyi€tans get moved from their faith and trust in Gxydcthe
difficulties of life.

1. We have already made the point that, to beaom&ovable, you must develop an eternal perspective.
This means that you recognize that there is nwliéetthan just this life. We are eternal beingsd the
greater part of our existence is ahead of uderlite to come.

a. Living with this awareness helps you keepdiffeculties of life in proper perspective. It'oh

what you see that defeats you, it's how you skatwou see.

b. Everything in this life is temporary becausis tife comes to an end for all of us. And, in
comparison to what is ahead for those who know.trd, even a life time of hardship and pain is
nothing. Therefore, it's worth whatever you hawelo to stay faithful. Rom 8:18; Il Cor 4:17,18
2. In this part of our series, we're working oe fact that some people get moved for faith andlignee
because they misunderstand God’s present purpdle earth and consequently have inaccurate ideas
about what He will and won’t do for us in thiselif

a. Because of misunderstanding and misinformdtiey have false expectations about what Jesus

came to do. These false expectations lead &ppa@ntment and disillusionment when we don'’t

get or God doesn’t do for us what we mistakehbught He promised us.

1. Jesus didn’t come to give you an abundamirifthis life. He came to earth to die as a §aeri
for sin so it can be removed from all who repemd believe the gospel. Mark 1:15; | Cor 1:1-4
2. Those who bow their knee to Jesus as Samtbtard can then receive eternal life and be
transformed from sinners into sons and dauglue@od, restoring them to their created
purpose. Eph 1:4,5; Rom 8:29,30
b. God’s primary purpose in the earth right newoi bring people to saving knowledge of Himseti, n
make this life the highlight of our existence. tMk5:26
1. Neither is it His present purpose to endatfering in the world. However, He is able to and
does use the harsh realities of life in a fallemld and cause them to serve His ultimate purpose
of salvation for all who believe on Jesus.
2. This doesn’t mean that there is no help andigion for us now—Dbecause there is. But the
removal of all suffering and pain will not tagkace until the life to come. (We’ll discuss ths i
more detail as we work through this series.)
3. We're looking at statements Jesus made aboutHehyame to earth and what He has promised to do
for us. Last week we began to discuss the fattHle came to bring us peace. We continue in this
lesson.

B. In Matt 11:28-30 Jesus invited those who laba are weighed down by life’s challenges to comiita
for rest. The word rest is used to describe abmrrof things in the Bible (lessons for another)day
1. The word translated rest in the passage wéskgsing is from a Greek word that means to repose
rest (lit. or fig.). Repose has several meanings of which is calm or peacé&/€bster’s Dictionary
a. Jesus has promised to give rest or peacéttoak who come to Him, take His yoke on them
(submit to His authority), and learn from Him.
b. Webster’s Dictionarydefines peace as freedom from disquieting or eggive thoughts and
emotions. Peace is an internal quality that isTove by what’'s going on around you. Restis
peace of mind. Rest is a peace that passes tanuldirg). It's peace in the storms of life.
2. John 16:33—Jesus Himself said that in this dvest will have tribulation or trials, distress, and
frustration. It’s the nature of life in a fallesin damaged world.
a. Despite this harsh reality, He assured His\ia@rs that we can be of good cheer (or encouragdd
confident) because He has overcome the world.
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1. There are many points we could and will evalty make about this statement. But for now,
notice that Jesus prefaced His statement wibethvords: John16:33a—I have told you these
things so that in Me you may have peace.
2. Jesus contrasted His statement about Iffi@ls with the fact that we can have peace through
Him in the midst of life’s hardships.
b. Jesus made this statement about peace atdief eemarks He made at the Last Supper. Thd nigh
before He was crucified, at the Passover mesailislepent much time preparing His twelve disciples
for the fact that He was soon going to leave tliemap 13-17). Earlier in the evening, Jesus told
His disciples that He was going to give them piace. John 14:27
1. That statement must have astounded His fellswecause they had been with Him for over
three years and had never once seen Him agitateded, or fearful. Quite the opposite.
2. Jesus knew His Father was with Him and fon Hrotecting Him and providing for Him.
Consider just a few examples:
A. I'm not alone; My Father is with Me (Johrl8;29). My Father loves Me (John 17:23,24).
B. My Father always hears Me when | pray (Jbb41,42). My Father provides (John
6:11). He gives His angels to protect Me (M&53).
c. Remember, Jesus is God become man withoungeasbe God (lots of lessons for another day).
The point for now is that while Jesus was onlegate did not live as God. He lived as a man, in
dependence on the life of His Father in Him. Ads38; John 14:9,10; etc.
1. That's why He is our example of how we asssamd daughters of God are supposed to live.
Jesus is the standard for Christian behavidohh 2:6
2. If Jesus lived as God while on earth, we tthe’held to the same standard because we aren’t
God. We are human beings who have God as dhef-@hrough faith in Christ.

3. Consider the way this verse is rendered in aglaase by James Riggs and note several points. Jo
4:27—And now in the words of men as they take lezfveach other, | say to you, “Peace be with you!”
But the peace | leave with you is not the emptytsdion of everyday leave-taking; itnsy peace—the
peace of soul which amid conflict and trouble hasource in my trust in God and in my future. flika
my peace and | give it to you, through your unshagtbfaith in me, not as the world gives,
thoughtlessly, conventionally, and therefore witthel meaning, but really, efficaciously, trulyn View
of it and of all | have said to you, | pray you motet your hearts by distracted by anxiety andfgr

neither let them be afraid.
a. Jesus wanted them to understand that whataselaing was more than a casual wishing them
peace when He left them, as was customary in téure. I'm giving you the peace that | have,
through your faith in Me.
b. Itis peace of soul (or mind) in the midstrauble and conflict and it comes out of My trusiGod
My Father and knowledge of My future.
1. Jesus (in His humanity) lived life in thidlém, damaged world with peace of mind because He
knew His Father was with Him and would help Him.
2. Jesus knew that He was going to the Crossdkeday to take the sin of the world on Himself.
For the first time ever, Jesus would be cufraffn His Father and face a horrific fate. But He
knew His future was in His Father’'s hands and itteacould trust His Father to get Him
through. He knew that what is ahead far outweahschallenges He had to face in this life.
Matt 27:46; Heb 12:2; Heb 2:9: Heb 5:7; etc.
c. In both this verse and John 16:33 and Ma8-B0, Jesus said that this peace comes in patighr
His words to His followers. We learn of Jeghe, Living Word, through the written Word, the
Bible. His Word shows us what God is like anavitde works. It shows us what He has done, is
doing, and will do, and this information gives pe&o our soul in the midst of the storms of life.

C. Jesus came to earth to bring peace to men.aie to bring us peace with God which in turn gpesce to
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our soul (or gives us peace of mind).
1. We must understand that our greatest problemtisur lack of education or advantages in thigdvo
It's not our bad marriage or our lack of moneyar unfulfilling career choice. Our greatest peothlis
that we are guilty of sin before a holy God, amak tmakes us His enemy. Rom 5:10
a. All our other problems end when we die. Bt tonsequences of our greatest problem kick in
because, when we leave our bodies at death, i@ @place of everlasting separation from God and
all that is good. There is no peace for the @titldsa 57:21
b. Jesus came into this world to bring peace éetwGod and man. The night Jesus was born irgo thi
world, angels appeared to shepherds who werénigtiteir sheep in a field and proclaimed: Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, gabdoward men (Luke 2:14, KJV).
1. People misunderstand this well-known versaéan that Jesus came to bring world peace. He
did not. Peace among nations means nothingerfiyene goes to Hell. (And, there can be no
lasting peace among men until they are firsteaice with God.)
2. Jesus will establish world peace in connectvgh His Second Coming. In one of the best
known prophecies of Jesus before He came imtonbrld, the prophet Isaiah referred to Him
as the Prince of Peace Who takes the governmarttss shoulders and brings unending peace.
Isa 9:6,7
3. Luke 2:14—and on earth his peace for men loomvhis favor rests (NEB); and peace on earth
to men that are God’s friends (Knox); and oritepeace among men with whom He is
well-pleased—men of good will, of His favor. (4n
2. All human beings are cut off from God becausteir sin. Eph 4:18—We were “alienated (estrahge
self-banished) from the life of God with no sharé&” (Amp).
a. Jesus came to earth to make it possible s of God to become friends of God by making
peace between God and man through the Cross.
1. Atthe Cross, Jesus took our sin and guildonself and paid the price we owed by dying in our
place. He took our place and died for us aslugloing so, He satisfied justice on our behalf.
2. Col 1:20,21—Jesus made peace between ugthidis death so that we can be reconciled to
God. He did this so that: “Although you at dimee were estranged and alienated from Him
and of hostile attitude of mind in your wickectigities, Yet now has [Christ, the Messiah,]
reconciled [you to God] in the body of His flesinough death, in order to present you holy and
faultless and irreproachable in His [the Fat]lgstesence” (Col 1:23, Amp).
b. Jesus came to earth to save us from our siustifying us. To be justified means to be desthr
righteous or acceptable to God because jusisdben satisfied on your behalf through the wérk o
your substitute.
1. Rom 5:1—Therefore, since we are justified eguatted, declared righteous, and given a right
standing with God — through faith, let us [gréilse fact that we] have [the peace of
reconciliation] to hold and to enjoy, peace wathd through our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Messiah, the Anointed One. (Amp)
2. lsaiah also prophesied, under the inspiraifdhe Holy Spirit, of the effects of the
righteousness the coming Messiah would bringisopeople. Isa 32:17—And the effect of
righteousness shall be peace [internal andadfeand the result of righteousness, quietness
and confident trust forever. (Amp)
3. Once we are justified God can then treat ub@sgh we never sinned and do what He planned to do
since before the foundation of the world. He gave us eternal life. Titus 1;2
a. Eternal life is not live forever life. All man beings have eternal life from the moment af the
conception in their mother’'s womb, in the serisg ho one ceases to exist at death. The only
guestion is whether or not you will live eternaith God.
1. Eternal life is a type of life. Itis thédiin God Himself. This is why the analogy of nbkirth
is used to describe conversion to Christ. Véebarn of God and become literal sons and
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daughters through receiving eternal life. | 36ty 11,12; John 1:12; John 3:3-5; etc.

2. Christianity is more than a legal relatiopsiith God. It is a vital, organic one. When we

believe on Jesus we are united to Him, to flearti Him. The New Testament uses three word

pictures to describe our relationship to Jealigf which depict union and shared life; Vine and

branch (John 15:5); Head and body (Eph 1:21C221:18); Husband and wife (Eph 5:31,32).

b. InJohn 16:33 Jesus said “In Me, you have ggeathe idea there is through union with me. aihc
rightly be translated this way: Through me (M)pthrough union with me (Williams).

1. Union with Christ, made possible because awelbeen justified, gives us the same standing

that Jesus, in His humanity, has with the Father

2. Jesus gives His peace He by giving us thestamnding that He (in His humanity) has with

God the Father. Eph 2:17,18
A. Eph 3:12—Through union with him, and throughh in him, we have courage to
approach God with confidence. (Goodspeed)

B. Rom 5:2—Through Him we also have [our] aso@ntrance, introduction by faith into this
grace—state of God’s favor—in which we firmlydasafely stand (Amp)

3. John 16:33—And now my words are finishethave spoken them that, in all the life which
you live in communion with me, you may havegeaa constant stay for your hearts amid the
tribulation of the world. (Riggs Paraphrase).

4. Before Jesus went to the Cross to pay forrsihnaake it possible for men and women to becoregalit
sons and daughters of God through receiving akéfa, Jesus began to prepare His followers fbatv
that would mean.

a. He taught them (and us) that God is a Fathey &kes care of those who trust in Him. Jesus
assured us that, just as the Father took carsobon Jesus, He will take care of those who ek
kingdom and His righteousness. Matt 6:25-34
1. Paul, who was personally taught the messagedached by Jesus Himself (Gal 1:11,12),
wrote that we can go to God our Father withadeainty that He will hear and help, This
security and certainty gives us peace that pass#srstanding. Phil 4:6,7

2. His ears are open to the prayers of theemid. | Pet 3:12—For the eyes of the Lord are upon

the righteous—those who are upright and in rggahding with God—and His ears are attentive

to their prayer. (Amp)

b. When Jesus was in the storms of life (litgratd figuratively) He knew He had His Father’sphel
and that gave Him peace. Because of the Crakthamew birth, God is now our Father and we
have the same access to Him that Jesus (in ishity) did when He was on this earth. And we,
too, can have peace in the storms of life.

D. Conclusion: We have much more to say about thisconsider one thought as we close.

1. Jesus has given us the same peace He hasity gé/the same standing with the Father that i4e ha
Let me say that another way: He has given usdhge peace potentially.
a. Jesus did put some conditions on experieribisgpeace. He told His followers that we must
submit to Him and learn from Him, and not let bearts be troubled. Matt 11:29; John 14:27
b. We must find out from His Word what He haseléor us and will do for us so that our expectation

are consistent with what He has promised tooda$. And, we must learn to recognize and resist

things that will rob us of our peace if we legti. But those are topics for another day.

2. Until then, take time to think about what itame to be reconciled to God, to have peace with Gaal
over the verses we’re covered and let the Woi@aif build a confidence in your heart that nothsag
come against you that is bigger than God younétfatLots more next week!



